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ASAUK24 Gonference and Awards

This 60th anniversary year of the ASAUK’s existence, we have adopted a theme
that invites reflection on the changes in knowledge production about and from
Africa. The ASAUK Conference will be held from 29th to 31st August 2024 at
Oxford Brookes University.

ASAUK conferences have established a reputation as supportive and
collaborative events. Our conferences — attended by scholars at all stages of their
careers — bring together scholars of Africa from various disciplines around the
world. Themed Generation and Regeneration, the 2024 conference captures this
and related themes from several perspectives as seen in the streams below. The
deadline for submissions is 20th April 2024.

To see fuller descriptions of all these streams please check the ASAUK.net News
page. The following streams have been accepted and we are now receiving
abstract submissions via this link:
https://auth.oxfordabstracts.com/?redirect=/stages/5406/submitter

For more information about each stream, click here:
https://asauk.net/streams-for-asauk-conference-2024/

ASAUK24 Accepted Streams:

e ASAUK’s Past and Future: Generation and Regeneration Keynote Panel
e Alternative Ways of Knowing (in) Africa

e The Africa Charter for Transformative Research Collaborations

e AFRICA: Journal of the International African Institute

e Journal of African Cultural Studies

e The Lagos Studies Association

e Climate Change Resilience in Africa: Politics, Policymaking and Governance
¢ Reinvestigating Colonial Collecting, Looting, and Repatriation in Africa
e Religion and Politics in Africa

e New African Economic Histories

¢ (Re)thinking Development and Future Building in Africa

e Africa’s Urban Turn: Design and Development Paradox

e Re-engaging ‘Old Media” Archives and Methods in Africa
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e Gender and Sexuality Research and the Impact of the International
Development Regime

e Diffused on the Radio: Literary and Cultural Landscapes in Africa

e Artificial Intelligence on the African Continent

e Disability, the Arts and Inclusion

e Teaching and Learning the History of Africa

e Black Histories in the White Academy

e 30 Years of Democracy in South Africa

e How to Change the Past: Shifting Practices in African History Education

e Revisiting Biafra

e Ghana Studies

o African Affairs: Journal of the RAS

e African Judiciaries

e (Not) the State in African Urban Development Politics

e Journal of Southern African Studies: 50 Years of Studying Southern Africa

e Rethinking the History of Military Governments

e Living in and Recovering from Crisis

e More Than Extraction: Ethics, Methods and Knowledge Economies in African
Politics

e What Comes After Critique?

e Futures of African Screen Worlds

® Queer Creative Arts in Africa: Sexuality, Gender and Cultural Expressions

e Harnessing the Generational Capacity of Oral History in Africa

e Blue Stories: Indian Ocean Narratives and Cultures of Trauma and Healing

e Review of African Political Economy Journal @50

e New Perspectives on Boycotts and Sanctions Against Apartheid South Africa

Call for Nominations: ASAUK Prizes and Awards
The Outstanding African Studies Award is a tribute to people who have made
exceptional contributions to the field of African Studies.

The Outstanding African Studies Award (formerly known as Distinguished
Africanist Award) was inaugurated by the ASAUK as a way of paying tribute to
individuals or teams who have made exceptional contributions to the field of
African studies, i.e. scholars who have in one way or another expanded and
disseminated knowledge of Africa, and interest in Africa.

The award is not confined to academics or to people based in the UK, but is
intended for people who have contributed largely to African Studies in the UK,
or who have strengthened links between African Studies here and in Africa itself.
Deadline for nominations is 15th March 2024. Nominations will then be
circulated to Council prior to the Council meeting in April. The nomination
should consist of three elements combined into one PDF document and emailed
to the ASAUK President, Carli Coetzee: ASAofUK@gmail.com
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The three elements should be:

* a concise one page single spaced statement by the nominator, outlining the
range of contributions by the nominee to African Studies in the UK

* a selective two page bio or CV, with major publications, contributions and
achievements

* two single page statements of support by two other ASAUK members.

The Audrey Richards prize for the best doctoral thesis in African Studies is
awarded biennially for the best doctoral thesis in African Studies which has been
successfully examined in a United Kingdom institute of higher education during
the two calendar years immediately preceding the ASAUK Conference.

Nominations should consist of a short letter of nomination from the supervisor or
external examiner, accompanied by the internal and external examiner’s reports.
Please note when writing your nomination that it will assist the Audrey Richards
Prize readers and evaluators if you can illustrate why the nominee deserves
recognition. Your supporting statement should elaborate on why the nominee’s
accomplishments are worthy of the award.

Nominations should be emailed to Dr Louisa Egbunike, Vice-President of
ASAUK (please include “ASAUK Best Thesis Prize’” in the subject line). The thesis
should be emailed as a pdf document along with the examiners’ reports to:
louisa.egbunike@durham.ac.uk The cut-off is for any dissertation successfully
defended or awarded between 1st January 2022 and 31st December 2023.
Deadline for the submission of nominations will be 31st March 2024.

Please make sure you have checked all the following:

* No self-nomination; nomination must come from a supervisor or examiner

* The thesis must have been completed at a UK university

* The thesis must have been successfully defended or awarded between 1st
January 2022 and 31st December 2023

¢ Nominations should be accompanied by a letter of motivation written by the
examiner or the supervisor.

* Thesis and supporting documents should be sent as pdf files, not word files.

The ASAUK Fage & Oliver Monograph Prize is awarded to the author of an
outstanding original scholarly work published on Africa during the preceding
two years. Nominations are made directly by publishers who may nominate no
more than three titles. Eligible titles would be original non-fiction scholarly
works published in English (or translated into English) and distributed in the
UK. Entries from all continents meeting these criteria are welcome. We especially
welcome nominations from small and independent publishers. Publishers must
supply three physical copies of each title submitted as well as a water-marked or
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password protected pdf. Following submission, publishers may be asked to
supply up to four additional copies to the judging panel.

The subject matter has to significantly deal with Africa and/or related areas
(Cape Verde, Madagascar, or Indian Ocean Islands off the East African coast).
Collections and compilations, proceedings of symposia, new editions of
previously published books, bibliographies, and dictionaries are not eligible.

Only books with a 2022 or 2023 copyright are eligible for the 2024 Prize. The
deadline for submissions is 31st December 2023. Nominated monographs should
be sent by the 31st December 2023 deadline. If a book’s publication is delayed,
please let the ASAUK prize committee organisers know. All inquiries related to
possible late submissions can be directed to the book prize committee at:
asauk24publishers@gmail.com

The ASAUK Lasting Legacy Award is a posthumous award recognises the work
of people who have left a lasting legacy on African Studies and on our
understanding of Africa and its engagement with the world. The Lasting Legacy
Award is an occasional award, that is, it will not necessarily be awarded every
year, but rather when nominations are made and supported by ASAUK Council.
The Award will be conferred at the subsequent ASAUK Conference or, if this is
some time away, the next suitable ASAUK event. Individuals may be nominated
up to five years after their death.

Minutes of the 60th ASAUK Annual General Meeting,
held online, 4th October 2023

Members Present: Carli Coetzee, Adriaan van Klinken, Carmen McCain,
Elizabeth Olayiwola, Elsbeth Court, Geoffrey Rockliffe-King, Janet Rogan, Jenni
Skinner, Jonny Oates, Kadija George, Kate Skinner, Liz Carmichael, Lucia Kula,
Lynn Taylor, Nick Westcott, Nicodemus Leo, Ola Uduku, Portia Roelofs, Ruth
Bush, Simeon Koroma, Simon Heap, Stephen Chan, William Beinart, Ambreena
Manji.

1. Apologies and welcome

The following apologies were received: Sharifah Sekalala, Louisa Egbunike,
Patricia Kingori, Lindiwe Dovey, Poppy Cullen and Jonathan Fisher.

The President welcomed all to the meeting, in particular Dr Elizabeth Olayiwola
and Dr Abah Danladi, Leventis Fellows at SOAS this term. The President noted
that this is the 60th AGM, and so the ASAUK will be 60 years old when we have

our next conference in August 2024.

4 ASAUK Newsletter No. 114



2. Minutes of 59th ASAUK AGM.

These were circulated prior to the meeting and were unanimously approved. The
President made a motion to approve the meeting minutes. The motion was
seconded and the floor was opened for discussion or corrections. No corrections
were recorded and the minutes were approved.

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4. President’s Report (Carli Coetzee)

The organisation of the bi-annual conference has traditionally been the major
task of the President. During this cycle, the ASAUK will turn 60 and it is an
appropriate time for reflection.

Relationship to our Africa-based peer associations

The ASAUK was founded in 1963, a time of great transformation across the
African continent. The 1960s saw the founding of a number of universities across
post-independence Africa, many of them initially with connections to UK
institutions. Nearly 60 years later, the ASAUK is positioned very differently with
regard to Africa-based institutions and colleagues. Many Africa-based
institutions have departments and institutes devoted to the study of Africa,
graduate programmes produce the next generation of scholars, and the agendas
for the study of Africa are set at these institutions and academic associations
based on and from the continent.

One of the ASAUK’s most important projects is the ongoing collaboration with
the African Studies Association of Africa, the Journal Work Academy which
trains the next generation of editors, peer reviewers and editorial boards.
Through our collaborations with journals and Africa-based mentoring initiatives,
the ASAUK has been involved in a number of writing workshops funded by the
British Academy Scheme. This year we set up an informal network, comprised of
both experienced and first-time workshop organisers. In this network we shared
our resources and protocols, our materials and our experiences, and found some
solutions to challenges we faced in our individual institutional finance office
cultures.

The rise and prominence of Africa-based academic associations and conference
series mark the gravitational shift of the study of Africa, with knowledge
production centred on and from institutions on the African continent. All of these
institutions and associations are leading debates and conversations. How can
ASAUK members become involved in and serve Africa-based associations?
Would this be welcome, and what kind of service or labour might this be? A
major task of this Presidential cycle has been to have frank conversations with
our Africa-based peer associations about these matters.
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We continue to collaborate with our Africa-based peer associations on their
conferences, on writing and mentoring programmes and on a range of publishing
initiatives. The 2024 conference will build on and from this network.

The launch of the Africa Charter

This year saw the launch of the Africa Charter, a set of principles that draw on
African intellectual thought, analyses of extant global scientific- and equitable
partnerships efforts, and dialogue between various stakeholders in HE and
research. The Charter articulates 12 key principles on how research
collaborations need to be configured to redress the multi-layered power
imbalances in the global-Africa production of scientific knowledge and sets of 6
key ambitions for policy change by individual HEI, networks, funders, research
and HE governance bodies as well as governments, to ensure that such a
transformative collaboration mode is established as standard and best practice.

A series of panels will be organised at the ASAUK24 conference to discuss and
debate the principles of the Africa Charter and to map some pathways towards
implementation. For more on the Africa Charter, please see the website:
https://parc.bristol.ac.uk/africa-charter/

ASAUK2024 at Oxford Brookes University

The planning for the ASAUK2024 conference is well under way. What role
remains for the ASAUK, in this radically reconfigured scholarly and social
world? Is there still a role for a UK-based association for the study of Africa?
These will be some of the guiding questions at the 2024 conference, for which we
have taken the title Generation and Regeneration. This theme revives the theme
of the Cardiff Conference, meant to have taken place in 2020.

This 60th anniversary year of the ASAUK’s existence, we have adopted a theme
that invites reflection on the changes in knowledge production about and from
Africa. The conference will be held at Oxford Brookes University 29th-31st
August 2024. Generational divides and inter-generational disappointment are
critical themes in the understanding of contemporary African cultural, social, and
political dynamics, and they feature in many scholarly works about and from the
continent. These same generational divides also feature in academic
environments. The generational focus of the conference acknowledges the centre
of gravity for knowledge production as necessarily led from the African
continent and also places emphasis on a future-oriented date stamp for
knowledge production.

We have advertised the call for streams, and many stream proposals have now
been accepted and are being advertised on the asauk.net website - with many
more to come. In ASAUK tradition, a previous ASAUK President will chair the
best monograph prize. William Beinart has accepted this assignment and we
thank him for his service. Louisa Egbunike, Vice President, will chair the best
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thesis prize. We encourage all thesis supervisors to nominate their graduating
Ph.D students, information is on the website. https://asauk.net/awards-
prizes/audrey-richards-prize-for-the-best-doctoral-thesis-in-african-studies/

5. Report by the Honorary Secretary (Sharifah Sekalala)

Over the last three years a number of the ASAUK’s schemes have been disrupted
by Covid and our revenue streams have been greatly affected. As a consequence
some of the activities of the ASAUK have been temporarily suspended.

Small Conference Grants

In non-conference years the ASAUK has in the past offered small grants (£500)
for UK-based conferences, preferably for travel grants to bring an African scholar
to attend the conference. This year no applications for funding were made and
we did not advertise this option.

Teaching Fellowship

This scheme offers £9,000 to support a teaching fellowship in the Social Sciences
or Humanities enabling an early career scholar from a UK university to work in
an African university. In the last years due to the pandemic and travel
restrictions Council has chosen not to re-advertise the scheme.

Membership

We have retained our joint membership with the RAS. We are still continuing to
feel the effects of the Covid pandemic, its effect on academic job opportunities
and the absence of an ASAUK Conference in 2020 and a much smaller conference
in 2022, which together with a global recession has made recruiting and retaining
members harder for all academic associations.

For several years ASAUK has not been recruiting sufficient numbers of early
career members. Council is increasingly made up of early career scholars and is
exploring how to better engage with, support and represent the interest of early
career scholars.

ASAUK /RAS members from September 2022 to September 2023
Total - Both ASAUK and RAS members - 462

The ASAUK and RAS membership is shared, except for the few categories which
are only RAS membership.

ASAUK members (who are also RAS members): 102:
Individual: 91; Student: 2; Friend: 1; Lifetime: 1, Hon. Life: 3; Associate
(newsletter only, no longer on website) - 4

RAS members (who are also ASAUK members): 360:
Individual: 221; Student: 19; Friend: 18; Lifetime: 7; Hon. Life: 41; Arts: 54 (RAS
only); Corporate (RAS only); Consultant (RAS only)
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ASAUK would like to express its sincere thanks and appreciation to the
RAS/ASAUK Administrator. Council is deeply appreciative of the expertise,
energy and efficiency with which Nicodemus Leo and Melmarie Laccay deal
with the ASAUK finances, subscriptions and payments as well as maintaining
the ASAUK e-mail list. ras@soas.ac.uk

Relationship between ASAUK and Royal African Society (RAS)

Throughout the past year, Council has continued to maintain a good close
working relationship with the RAS. The RAS Director is a co-opted member of
the Council. Nick Westcott has now left RAS and there is a new president Janet
Rogan who will similarly be invited and who has attended one of our council
meetings. ASAUK would like to express its sincere thanks and appreciation to
the outgoing president Nick Westcott for his expertise and input into our
decision making during his tenure. We look forward to working with the
incoming Director.

6. Report by the Honorary Treasurer (George Ogola) and Financial
Administrator (Nicodemus Leo)

The reserves policy is to maintain an operational reserve equivalent to at least 1
year's non-conference unrestricted expenditure plus a £50,000 contingency for
any unforeseen deficit arising on the biennial conference. At 31 December 2021
this amounts to about £90,000. The accumulated unrestricted funds at that date
were £121,063. The Trustees will review how the excess of funds above the level
of reserves determined by the charity's policy may be best utilised in accordance
with its charitable objects, and in particular with regard to the new financial and
other challenges created by the Covid-19 pandemic.

In the year ending 31st December 2022 we saw a decrease in the total funds of the
association, from £135,429 to £125,070. With the increase in interest rates, our
investment income in the year ending 31st December 2022 totalled £802
compared with £9 in the previous year. In the year ending 31st December 2022
the association spent £30,121, decreasing our balance by £10,359. The association
spent £8,327 on support costs (conference administration costs). The expenditure
on the conference was £25,746 and there was neither surplus nor deficit.

In the period 1st January 2022 to 31st December 2022 the association’s total funds
have decreased from £135,429 to £125,070 (a decrease of £10.359). In the previous
year (Ist January 2021 to 31st December 2021) the association’s total funds
decreased from £144,452 to £135,429 (a decrease of £9,023).

[Not included in this report prepared for the Charity Commission is the administration
fee paid to the RAS, which was in arrears for 2022. This amount of £14 000 was paid on
14 June 2023 and will appear in the 2023 summary, but is part of the 2022 expenses.
This brings the decrease up to £24 359 for the year ending 31 December 2022. The even
numbered year is usually the year when ASAUK recoups expenses of the odd-numbered
year, as the even numbered year is our conference year.]
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7. Election of Council Members
The following council members have retired and the President thanked them for
their service:

Caroline Davis, UCL, has retired after second term

Rama Salla Dieng, University of Edinburgh, has retired after first term
Akin Iwilade, University of Edinburgh, has retired after first term

Miles Larmer, University of Oxford, has retired after first term

Zaahida Nabagereka, Penguin Random House, has retired after first term
James Wan, African Arguments, has retired after first term

Portia Roelofs, KCL, has retired after first term

The following new council members were elected and approved:
e Ruth Bush, University of Bristol
https://www .bristol.ac.uk/people/person/Ruth-Bush-25d22834-fe97-48b1-
aa9d-732a8ab3b501/
e Ambreena Manji, University of Cardiff
https://profiles.cardiff.ac.uk/staff/manjial
e Carmen McCain, SOAS, University of London
https://www.soas.ac.uk/about/carmen-mccain
e Simeon Koroma, University of Edinburgh
https://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/staff/simeon-koroma
e Sidonia Lucia Kula, SOAS, University of London
https://www.soas.ac.uk/about/sidonia-lucia-kula
e José Lingna Nafafe, University of Bristol
https://research-information.bris.ac.uk/en/persons/jose-lingna-nafafe
e Kate Skinner, University of Bristol
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/dasa/skinner-kate.aspx
e Nick Westcott, SOAS, University of London
https://www.soas.ac.uk/about/nick-westcott

The President thanked outgoing council members and welcomed incoming
members.

8. Writing Workshops (Adriaan van Klinken)

This year, the British Academy has awarded funding for several projects led by
ASAUK members and supported by our Association. The BA writing workshop
scheme, and the subsequent projects, aim to support Africa-based early career
researchers, provide them with relevant academic networks in their field, and
help enhance their academic, writing and publishing skills.

The British Academy Writing Workshops were initially invented by the ASAUK
in 2009, as a contribution to wider initiatives that seek to decolonise knowledge
production. The scheme is now run by the British Academy and involves a
competitive application process. We are proud that so many of the members of
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our Association remain committed to the scheme, and we are delighted about the
many opportunities for collaboration and exchange with colleagues on the

African continent this opens up.

Under the International Writing Workshops scheme, the following ASAUK-
associated projects were funded:

10

* African Ecologies (Adriaan van Klinken and Abel Ugba, University of
Leeds; Damaris Parsitau, British Institute in Eastern Africa). This workshop
took place at the BIEA in Nairobi, 29-31 July 23, with 15 early-career
researchers from East, West and Southern Africa. Under the broad theme of
African ecologies, the workshop provided an interdisciplinary space for
exchange between early-career participants from across the Humanities and
Social Sciences. Mentorship was provided by scholars from Kenya, the UK,
Nigeria and the US. Follow up plans for publication and further opportunities
are currently being developed.

o Amplifying Women’s Voices in Hausa Cultural Studies (Carmen McCain,
SOAS University of London; Ibrahim Malumfashi, Kaduna State University).

* Bridging the Publication Gender Gap: Enhancing Women’s Scholarship
and Networks in Lusophone Africa (Aleida Cristina Mendes Borges and Toby
Green, King's College London; Carlos Cardoso, Catholic University of
Guinea-Bissau).

* Southern Africa: networking and capacity building (Sara Rich Dorman
and Andrew Bowman, University of Edinburgh; Marja Hinfelaar, Southern
African Institute for Policy and Research; University of Edinburgh; Patience
Mususa, The Nordic Africa Institute). The JSAS/SAIPAR/BA Early Career
Workshop took place in Zambia, 15-18th August 2023. In total 26 participants
attended, from 13 Southern African universities. Participants are being
mentored by academics from Southern Africa, Europe and the USA. Topics
being researched and written about cover a wide range of disciplines,
including agricultural production, climate change, hydropolitics, gender and
sexuality, religion, urban politics and protest, land, identity, law and
customary authority, nationalism, mining, academic freedom, literature and
oral narratives, witchcraft and traditional healers and the history of medicine
and science. Following this successful in-person event, one-on-one mentoring
and group events will continue via email and online meetings. The
enthusiasm and commitment of participants, organisers and mentors made it
a great success, facilitated by the warmth and hospitality we experienced
from our hosts in Lusaka.

* Journal Work Academy (Helene Neveu Kringelbach, University College
London; Carli Coetzee; Edgar Nabutanyi, Makerere University; Divine Fuh,
University of Cape Town). The ASAUK has a long-standing collaboration
with the Lagos Studies Association, the Mashariki Conference series and the
ASAUK, which was formalised as the Journal Work Academy and versions of
which have taken place at each edition of these conferences.
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* Screen Futures: The Futures of African and Caribbean Film Studies
(Connor Ryan, University of Bristol; Afiulika Agina, Pan-Atlantic University,
Lagos; Rachel Moseley-Wood, University of the West Indies). A writing
workshop for fourteen early-career researchers was held from 26-28th June in
Lagos, Nigeria, immediately following the Lagos Studies Association
conference. The organisers, Connor Ryan and Afulika Agina, worked with
guest mentors Patrick Oloko of University of Lagos and Keyan Tomaselli of
University of Johannesburg to deliver three days of sessions on academic
publishing. Participants worked with each other and mentors to develop a
piece of writing toward submission to a peer-review journal. Individual
mentorship sessions will follow.

Under the International Writing Workshops Alumni scheme, the following
ASAUK-associated projects were funded:

* Lagos in the World, the World in Lagos (Louisa Egbunike, Durham
University; Elizabeth Olayiwola, Kwara State University; Carli Coetzee). This
workshop continues the long-standing collaboration between the ASAUK and
the Lagos Studies Association, and has a strong focus on providing resources
and mentoring to early career women scholars. The workshops also include a
set of sessions aimed at strengthening research and publishing cultures.

* Strengthening Research Skills, Partnerships, and Career Development
among Early Career Researchers in the Humanities and Social Sciences in
Africa (George Ogola, University of Nottingham; Dorine Lugendo, Maseno
University; Carli Coetzee, Journal of African Cultural Studies and ASAUK). This
workshop took place on 11-12th September at Maseno University in Kenya,
and via Microsoft teams.

ASAUK supports these writing workshops by facilitating the exchange of
experiences and best practices between the workshop organisers. A meeting to
this aim was held in May 2023, and a follow up meeting will be planned later this
year.

We very much hope the British Academy will run the Writing Workshop scheme
again in the coming year. We encourage ASAUK members, especially younger
scholars, to consider applying to the scheme, as it creates a great opportunity for
knowledge exchange, skill development, and collaboration with colleagues on
the continent. ASAUK is keen on offering applicants support, and we will
communicate about this as soon as the British Academy has launched its new
call. This past year, the ASAUK organised peer support events and a network for
all Writing Workshop applicants, and first-time workshop organisers received
mentoring from experienced members. We also shared our documents, curricula
and best practice documents.
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9. ASAUK Newsletter (Simon Heap)

Four quarterly newsletters came out over the past year, enclosed in African
Affairs.  hope they were interesting and useful. I want to thank Jarrod Pearson of
Working Print for fitting in our newsletter when copy has been delayed and
printing schedules needed revising.

Your newsletter relies on news on forthcoming workshops and conferences, new
doctorates and publications, awards and fellowships, as well as obituaries and
appreciations of those who have died recently. I appreciate all the contributors to
the newsletter and ask the membership to continue to send me news to:
effaheap@aol.com

10. RAS (Janet Rogan)

The new Director of RAS, Janet Rogan, thanked ASAUK for their continued
partnership and pledged ongoing support from RAS. She acknowledged
ASAUK's thanks to the two RAS staff who provide administrative and
membership support. RAS had just held a successful and inspiring Africa Writes
festival in London in partnership with the British Library. The momentum would
continue with several Africa Writes regional pop-ups in England (funded by Arts
Council England) in 2024 and work would now begin on Film Africa for 2024.
She informed the AGM that the All Party Parliamentary Group for Africa, for
which RAS serves as secretariat, had recently launched an enquiry on just energy
transition in Africa, with forthcoming oral evidence sessions, and its report due
in April/May 2024. She also noted that RAS would be at COP28, as part of
developing a work stream on climate action and solutions in Africa.

11. SCOLMA (Jennifer Skinner)

We are very pleased that the hybrid conference, Africa and the Environment:
Archives and Data in the Climate Emergency, took place on 23rd June to examine
the critically important subject of Africa and the Environment. SCOLMA are
grateful to our speakers for the wide range of topics covered; to our sponsors
Taylor & Francis and Adam Matthew; to SOAS for the venue and particularly to
Anna de Mutiis of the IAI for her technical support in producing the hybrid
component on the day.

The AGM was held as a hybrid meeting during the 2023 conference. Changes in
the committee line-up include Liz Haines becoming Programme Secretary,
Marion Wallace Development Officer, Charles Fonge the new Web Manager,
with Jenni Skinner the new Chair of SCOLMA. Ben Carson joins the committee as
a co-opted member, supporting the Programme Secretary and Web Manager in
the production of SCOLMA's online events and social media.

The first issue of Africa Bibliography, Research and Documentation, SCOLMA’s new
journal in collaboration with IAI, was published in the autumn of 2022 and a
hybrid launch event was held at SOAS on 1 December. Munyao Kilolo of the
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Kiswahili Prize for African Literature and Dr Ida Hadjivayanis of SOAS
participated in an ‘In conversation” on African language publishing, translation
and literature.

Following SCOLMA’s seminar in June 2022 on the fire at the Jagger Library in
Cape Town and its aftermath, SCOLMA put out a_call for the donation of African
Studies books. In liaison with UCT librarians, 180 books and a large collection of
government publications were transported to South Africa and arrived at UCT
on 22 May.

In July and August 2022 SCOLMA wrote two open letters to The National
Archives concerning the withdrawal from public access of the FCO 141 series
(the migrated archives) following the discovery of insecticide contamination in
the papers. On 22 June 2023 TNA held a workshop on the historic use of
insecticides in library and archive collections, a very useful outcome of this
episode. SCOLMA remains concerned about the fate of the Rhodesian Army
Archive and is discussing a Freedom of Information request.

The 16th European Librarians in African Studies (ELIAS) Annual Meeting took
place at the Rautenstrauch-Joest Museum, Cologne on 30th May 2023 and
coincided with the ECAS Conference “African Futures” hosted by the University
of Cologne. Papers looked at the theme “Images of Africa”. The event was hybrid
— with three of our committee members attending via Zoom. ELIAS and
SCOLMA are in discussion to host a combined SCOLMA / ELIAS meeting to be
held in the UK in 2024. The ELIAS Annual Meeting in 2025 will tie in with the
next ECAS Conference in Prague.

We continue to value our close connections with ASAUK and the ASAUK’s
support of SCOLMA'’s activities. We are particularly grateful for the input of
Stephanie Kitchen as ASAUK representative at our committee meetings.

12. AOB
We have received a report on the MKZ Lecture Scheme from VP Louisa
Egbunike.

The Mary Kingsley Zochonis Lecture is a biennial event set up in 1988 by the
Zochonis Trust, where an early career Africa-based scholar is invited to deliver a
lecture in the UK. The lecture used to be held annually, but due to financial
constraints it was moved to a biennial event in 2011, taking place in the alternate
year to the ASAUK conference. The Mary Kingsley Zochonis Lecture Trust is a
registered charitable trust with its finances separate from that of ASAUK.

Due to insufficient funds, we have been unable to hold the MKZL this year. The
costs of bringing an Africa-based scholar to the UK were initially covered by the
interest made on the donation received by the Zochonis Trust, but due to many
years of very low interest rates, the capital has become depleted. There are funds
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also held in a Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) account, but in order to access
these funds we would need to seek the permission of the Zochonis Trust.

ASAUK’s council intends to have a conversation about the way in which MKZL
is organised. In 2021, due to the uncertainty around COVID19, ASAUK hosted
two online lectures. Moving forward, a discussion is needed about what is a
viable way of organising the lecture, given the depleted funds and the increasing
cost of international travel. As the MKZL was established with the clear intention
of bringing an Africa-based early career researcher to the UK, the Zochonis Trust
needs to be a part of this conversation and needs to approve any potential
permanent changes. In this two-year presidential cycle the president has
focussed on creating opportunities to fund the attendance of Africa-based ECRs
at the ASAUK 2024 conference whilst council gathers information about and
evaluates the future of the MKZL.

The meeting adjourned at 17h59

Addendum to the Minutes

An Extraordinary Special Meeting was held on 16th October at 13:00 to discuss
the financial statements as well as the report to the Charity Commission. The
accounts and Report of the Trustees were presented to council, and were ratified
by email response in advance of the meeting and in person at the online meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 13:58. The Trustees” Report will now be signed by the
Trustees and submitted to the Charity Commission.

Conferences Future...
UNITED KINGDOM

1st International Black Speculative Writing Festival, Goldsmiths University,
London and Online, 2nd—4th February 2024. A 3-day writing Festival and a 1-
day online festival celebrates Black writers in speculative fiction. Experience
Weird, Wild and Wonderful Words (and Worlds!) in sessions include
discussions, workshops, performance, readings, storytelling, conversations and a
reading club from established, award winning and emerging writers. The festival
will include internationally renowned specialists, such as Karen Lord (Barbados),
Reynaldo Anderson (Temple University, USA; Black Speculative Arts
Movement), Karen Lord (Barbados), Reynaldo Anderson (Temple University,
USA; Black Speculative Arts Movement) as well as home grown talents such as
Courttia  Newland, Phillip and Tade  Thompson. Information:
infosablelitmag@gmail.com
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INTERNATIONAL

‘History at the Precipice: Continuity, Change and Crises in Southern Africa’,
Southern African Historical Society, 29th Biennial Conference, University of
Johannesburg, South Africa, 26-28th June 2024. There are strong grounds for
arguing that Southern Africa and the world find themselves in what historian,
Professor Adam Tooze, has called a ‘polycrisis: a wide-ranging set of
interlocking economic, political, social and environmental crises, which are
currently manifesting themselves in alarming fashion, and which have been
exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic and geopolitical shocks such as the war in
Ukraine. History and the skills, and methods of historians provide invaluable
tools for understanding the past in general, as it relates to the present. Historians
seek to identify patterns: mapping continuity, change and crises onto the past.
The evaluation of crises and debates about their existence or otherwise, their
origins and extent, are at the very heart of the practice of history, and claims
about crises, their causes, severity and resolution are central to the realm of
politics, more broadly.

Historical research at its best can provide a sense of perspective on the import,
duration and seriousness of perceived crises. Southern Africa is self-evidently
being impacted by the global ‘polycrisis’ which Tooze identifies, but the
challenge is to delineate and debate the specific form(s) of the crises finding
expression in the region — in the continent — at present, their origins, their
contingent nature and their severity. It might be argued that the history of
southern Africa as a whole has been marked, over the centuries, by successive
crises of various sorts, from the precolonial era, through to the present. Processes
of state formation, migration, colonialism, resistance, economic, social and
environmental change have produced numerous perceived and real crises that
have had major political ramifications, principally across the region but also into
Southern Africa and its soil-rooted and oceanic hinterlands, into Africa and out
into the world beyond. Contemporary concerns across southern Africa include
the social and economic impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, deepening inequality,
the land question, the effects of climate change and energy transitions,
contestations over migration, ethnicity and xenophobia, and crises of
infrastructure and government more broadly.

The SAHS invites proposals for papers, panels or roundtable discussions that
speak in some way to the broad themes of change, continuity and crises in
southern Africa and beyond. We especially invite submissions that reflect upon
the stakes of claims about the existence or otherwise of crises, including the
opportunities and perils entailed in writing ‘at the precipice” of perceived crises.
What political work have claims to crises done in Southern African history, and
what do they do in the present? How do these claims manifest beyond the
region? If resistance has been a major theme in southern African historiographies
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of colonialism and decolonisation, what use might the often-problematic notion
of ‘resilience” have for understanding the region’s histories and crises?

Papers and panels around the following themes are invited: 'development’ and
states in crisis; Southern Africa as a historical unit of analysis; regional histories
of migration and xenophobia; archives and heritage in crisis; histories of
consumption and indebtedness; environment, energy and infrastructure;
histories of inequality, unemployment and welfare; histories of corruption;
gender, sexualities and crisis; health and healing in crisis; histories of local
government; historiography, teaching and historical pedagogy; and liberation
histories and crisis.

Paper submissions should include an abstract (max 200 words) and a
biographical statement (a brief paragraph of 100 words). Panel and roundtable
submissions should include a minimum of three papers (each with a 200-word
abstract and short biographical statement), a proposed moderator/chair (if
possible), and a 100-word abstract. All submissions must be done via the SAHS
website: www.sahs.org.za. The closing date for submissions is the end of
February 2024. You may also apply for membership and pay for the conference
via the website. In a bid to assist our members, conference fees have not changed
since 2022.

African Studies Association of Africa Conference Report

The 5th Biennial Conference of the African Studies Association of Africa was held
in Lubumbashi, DRC, 24-28th October 2023. This was the first time in the life if
this association that the conference was held in a country where French rather
than English would be the conference’s operational language. The choice of
Lubumbashi as host is in line with the ASAA’s commitment to build knowledges
and epistemologies in locations and for communities that are often ignored or
marginalised. This year, ten years after the launch of the ASAA, the conference
saw the inauguration of what will becomes its own journal, Bokutani (which
means encounter in Lingala).

The conference consisted of a day of workshops and plenary sessions, followed
by three days of parallel sessions, film screenings and theatre performances by
DRC-based theatre troupes. At the conference reception, M. Joe, a representative
of the Congolese rumba scene, performed with his orchestra and opened the
dance floor with the classic number Indépendance Cha Cha. Congolese rumba, the
conference programme informed us, has been included on the list of Humanity’s
Intangible Cultural Heritage. It was a fitting celebration of ten years of this
conference series and of the intellectual theme, which invited participants to
reflect on questions of intellectual property and intangible rights: “Repatriating
Africa: Old Challenges and Critical Insights”.
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Theses Recently Accepted at UK Universities

Chiara Aquino (2023), “‘Mapping Small-Scale Tropical Forest Disturbances using
SAR and Optical Satellite Imagery [Gabon and Peru]’, Ph.D thesis, University of
Supervisors: Professor Edward Mitchard, Dr Massimo Bollasina, Professor
Mathias Disney and Dr Steven Hancock; https://doi.org/10.7488/era/3214

Augustine T. Benni (2023), ‘Social Sustainability in the Oil and Gas Industry in
the Niger Delta Region’, Ph.D thesis, University of Chester. Supervisors:
Professor Joe Howe and Professor Steve Wilkinson;
http://hdl.handle.net/10034/627853

Maria Jose Carrasco-Tenezaca (2023), ‘Malaria Vector Ecology and Housing in
The Gambia’, Ph.D thesis, University of Durham. Supervisor: Professor Steve
Lindsay; http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/14812/

Rudo Meggie Samantha Chingono (2023), “The Burden of Poor Mental Health on
Parenting in Mothers Living with HIV in Zimbabwe’, Ph.D thesis, University
College London, University of London. Supervisors: Professor Lorraine Sherr
and Professor Frances Cowan; https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/10168938/

Sangu Delle (2022), ‘Tech Dhemaas: The Making of Female Technology
Entrepreneurs in Ghana’, Ph.D thesis, University of Birmingham. Supervisors: Dr
Kate Skinner, Dr Marco Di Nunzio and Dr Maxim Bolt.

Kiranpreet Kaur (2022), “African — Not African: Negotiating Textual Identities in
Colonial-era Travel Writing about Congo (1870-1950)', Ph.D thesis, University of
Birmingham. Supervisors: Dr Rebecca Jones, Dr Kate Skinner and Dr Asha
Rogers.

Andrew Kenrick (2023), ‘African Kings, Roman Rule: The Life of Juba II and
Cleopatra Selene of Mauretania’, Ph.D thesis, University of East Anglia.
Supervisors: Professor Kathryn Hughes, Dr Helen Smith, Dr Will Rossiter and Dr
Tom Rutledge; https://ueaeprints.uea.ac.uk/id/eprint/92541/

Ouborr Kutando (2023), “The Political Economy of Party Primaries in Ghana: The
Cost and Impact of All-Pay Vote-Buying Auctions on Parliamentary Candidate
Selection Primaries’, Ph.D thesis, University of Birmingham. Supervisors:
Professor Nic Cheeseman and Dr Kate Skinner.

Joseph Mwizerwa (2023), ‘Strengthening Educational Advancement for Enrolled
Nurses: Developing a New Program Framework for Uganda’, Ph.D thesis,
University of Salford. Supervisors: Professor Paula Ormandy and Dr Sheila
Shaibu; https://salford-repository.worktribe.com/output/1605386
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Adeniyi Olukayode Oso (2023), ‘US foreign Policy Towards Nigeria:
Investigating America's Democracy Promotion in Nigeria during Clinton's
Presidency’, Ph.D thesis, De Montfort University. Supervisors: Professor Alasdair
Blair, Dr Clodagh Harrington, Dr Alistair Jones and Dr Ben Whitman;
https://dora.dmu.ac.uk/handle/2086/23037

Vlassis Papadopoulos (2023), ‘Dating, Isotope Fingerprinting and Metallogenic
Role of Alkali Metasomatism in Fe and Mn-Rich Rocks of the Northern Cape,
South Africa’, Ph.D thesis, University of Glasgow. Supervisors: Professor Darren

Mark, Professor Adrian Boyce and Professor Harilaos Tsikos;
https://doi.org/10.5525/gla.thesis.83636

Veera Tagliabue (2023), ‘Privilege and Precarity: African International Studies in
South Africa’, Ph.D thesis, University of Birmingham. Supervisors: Dr Kate
Skinner, Dr Jessica Johnson and Dr Maxim Bolt.

Recent Publications

Heidi Brooks, Rekgotsofetse Chikane, Shauna Mottiar (eds) (2023), Protest in
South Africa: Rejection, Reassertion, Reclamation. Mapungubwe Institute
(MISTRA), 402pp, 9781920690373, £32; https://www.africanbookscollective.com/
books/protest-in-south-africa

Haggai Erlich (2023), Greater Tigray and the Mysterious Magnetism of Ethiopia.
Hurst, 272pp, 9781805260233, £45.

Toyin Falola (2023), Nigeria and the Politics of Everybody: Social Media, Idealism, and
Activism. Carolina Academic Press, 788pp, 978-1-5310-2654-7.

Eric Morier-Genoud (2023), Towards [ihad? Muslims and Politics in Postcolonial
Mozambique. Hurst, 240pp, 9781805260431, £40.

Karin Moder (2023), Digital Zambia: Mobile Money & More. BATCH Solutions,
9789982434386, £13.50; https://www.africanbookscollective.com/books/digital-
zambia

Lovisa Tegelela Nampala (2023), Infrastructures of Migrant labour in Colonial
Ovamboland, 1915 to 1954. Basler Afrika Bibliographien, 144pp, 9783906927473,
£25.

Seeraj Mohamed, Amuzweni Ngoma, Basani Baloyi (eds), The Evolving Structure
of South Africa’s Economy: Faultlines and Futures. = Mapungubwe Institute
(MISTRA), 618pp, 9781920690397, £45.
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Kenneth N. Ngwa, Aliou Cissé Niang and Arthur Pressley (eds) (2023), Life Under
the Baobab Tree: Africana Studies and Religion in a Transitional Age. Fordham
University, 416pp, 9781531502973, £36.

Itohan Osayimwese (ed), (2023), German Colonialism in Africa and its Legacies:
Architecture, Art, Urbanism, and Visual Culture. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2023.
256pp, 9781350326163, £85.

David Stuart-Mogg (2023), Mlozi of Central Africa: Trader, Slaver and Self-Styled
Sultan. The End of the Slaver. Luviri Press, 210pp, 9789996080203, £25;
https://www.africanbookscollective.com/books/mlozi-of-central-africa

Jodie Yuzhou Sun (2023), Kenya’'s and Zambia's Relations with China, 1949-2019.
Boydell & Brewer: Eastern Africa Series, 260pp, 9781847013392, £75.

Olufemi Taiwo (2022), Against Decolonisation: Taking African Agency Seriously.
Hurst: African Arguments series, 368pp, 9781787386921, £14.99.

Denis Venter (2023), Malawi’s Transition from One-Party Autocracy to Enfeebled
Democracy. Mzuni Press, 572pp, 9789996076312, £42.

Call for Papers for Special Issue: “Against Decolonisation? Critical Approaches
to Olufemi Taiwo’, Matatu: Journal of African Culture and Society. The
publication of Olafemi Taiwo’s Against Decolonisation: Taking the Agency of
Africans Seriously (2022) offered what could be considered the first sustained
critique of the contemporary decolonial movement, characterising it as a fad in
western academe that does not take the agency of Africans seriously. The
decolonisation that Taiwo critiques should be differentiated from the liberation
movements that sought to undo direct colonial rule from the 1950s to the 1990s.
Taiwo’s decolonisation is an academic and cultural movement influenced by the
decolonial turn associated with scholars such as Walter Mignolo and Ramoén
Grosfoguel. This cultural and academic movement critiques the supposed
universality of western knowledge and agitates for what decolonial theorists call
‘epistemic de-linking” from the Euro-North-American colonial matrix of power.
This necessitates a centralisation of indigenous knowledge. Recent developments
have seen the decolonial movement morphing into a series of slogans: Rhodes
Must Fall, Decolonise the Curriculum, Decolonise the University, Decolonise
Research Methodologies, Decolonise this!, Decolonise that!

While Taiwo appreciates the need to go beyond Euro-North-America in terms of
intellectual and cultural engagements, he is also wary of the decolonial
movement's catch-all sloganeering that, as he critically observes, has reduced it
to pseudo-radicalism and posturing. Crucially, the assumptions of decolonial
theorists are that Africans have left no footprints on modernity except as resisters
or victims. This assumption has serious implications on the agency of Africans,
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that is, if they have any. It is an assumption that sees no qualitative difference
between colonial and post-colonial Africa, as if after independence Africans
never did anything for themselves. At the same time, the contributions of African
people to modernity are ignored under the assumption that modernity is
colonial. What it means to be African is dumped down by the condescending
slogan of decolonisation.

It is against this background that this Special Issue of Matatu aims to gather
together a sustained response to Olafemi Taiwo’s thoughts in Against
Decolonisation. This means evidence of having read Taiwo's book is a pre-
requisite. We are therefore looking for contributions that engage with the
decolonial movement by using Taiwo’s book as a launchpad towards a critical
engagement with this academic and cultural movement. Essays may engage
directly with Taiwd’s book or build on Taiwo's book to engage with broader
issues in the decolonial movement. Since Matatu is a Journal of African Culture
and Society, contributions that are grounded in arts and culture, and engage with
the following issues are welcome: Decolonisation and Literature in Africa;
Decolonisation and Language in Africa; Decolonisation and Cultural Studies in
Africa; and Beyond Decolonisation.

Interested contributors should send their abstracts to the editors, Tanaka
Chidora: chidoratanaka@gmail.com and Frank Schulze-Engler: schulze-
engler@nelk.uni-frankfurt.de before 1st February 2024. Final articles are due by
1st October 2024.

Call for Papers for Special Issue: ‘Africana Queer Social Justice: Politics,
Theory, and Activism’, Siyabonana: The Journal of Africana Studies. There is a
state of emergency for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and
asexual (LGBTQIA+) people not only in the U.S, but within the larger African
world. In the U.S., Republican state and federal politicians continue to propose
white, heteropatriarchal, and capitalist-based legislation that has the potential to
impact the life chances and well-being of Africana queer adults and youth.
Within the last two years, conservative state politicians have proposed over 400
anti-LGBTQIA+ bills. From proposing bills that challenge gender affirming
health care to securing legislation that bans teaching about the lives and history
of queer folks to elementary and middle school students, conservative legislators
are waging war on freedoms of Africana LGBTQIA+ people. Africana folks in the
Caribbean face similar measures. In at least six countries in the African
Caribbean, it is still illegal for men to have sex with other men and, if convicted,
one must serve a lengthy jail sentence. These colonial era derived laws also
continue to impact the life chances of LGBTQIA+ folks living in certain African
countries. On the continent, anti-LGBTQIA+ laws are rampant, leaving many
African queer folks to live under the threat of severe discrimination, violence,
and punishment. While to date, thirty-three African countries have anti-

20 ASAUK Newsletter No. 114



LGBTQIA+ laws, the most shocking pieces of legislation have come out of
Mauritania, northern Nigeria, and Uganda, according to the Human Rights
Watch, where one could possibly receive the death penalty for same-sex acts.
What does justice look like living under these conservative governments? How
can we reimagine resistance to these measures? How do we create safety and joy
as we are confronted with heteropatriarchal and colonial legislation?

The editors seek articles on the following topics: Africana queer social justice -
definitions, perspectives, and approaches; institutional /public policy and
protections; anti-LGBTQIA+ legislation; LGBTQIA+ activism; anti-LGBTQIA+
colonial legacies/heteropatriarchy/white supremacy; programming for queer
youth and adults (Basic needs support, housing, healthcare); sexual politics;
gender identity; Black radical tradition and resistance; womanist theology as
activism; LGBTQIA+ resistance narratives, histories, autoethnographies; Africana
queer theory as activism; Africana feminist approaches to Africana queer social
justice; Queer theology as activism; spirituality and radical space holding; queer
film and media as social justice; LGBTQIA+ arts as activism; intersections of
disability studies and Africana queer theory; and archival preservation and
curation of queer representation as activism.

This special issue encourages longer essays and research articles, as well as oral
histories, institutional reports, book reviews, commentaries, artwork, and
creative works such as poetry, short stories, and narratives. Essays, research
articles, reports, and oral histories/interviews should not exceed 10,000 words;
review essays, film reviews, and commentaries should not exceed 3,000 words;
and book reviews should not exceed 1,500 words. The length and medium of all
creative work will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

300-400 word abstracts by 31st January 2024 for initial consideration before
submitting a longer work. Once abstracts are accepted by the editors, completed
submissions are due no later than 1st May 2024. All abstracts and submissions
should be uploaded to the submissions page on the journal website at:
https://www journalofafricanastudies.com/submissions ~ For inquiries, please
contact the editors, Shameka Cathey and Jerome Hunt at: joafst@gmail.com

E. H. Duckworth Photograph Collection

The E. H. Duckworth Photograph Collection has been digitized and is now
available for use. Duckworth was a British expatriate officer who lived in
Nigeria. He was the founder and original editor of Nigeria magazine. The
collection consists of some 12,500 images pertaining to Nigerian culture, history
and inhabitants. Please find the link to the collection here:
https://dc.library.northwestern.edu/collections/effecOab-5ef8-4031-a721-
2d9c7ebb6ac4
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The Ghana and Nigeria Ecological Survey Techniques Scholarship
The Department for Continuing Education at the University of Oxford is pleased
to invite applications for a scholarship to undertake the part-time Postgraduate
Certificate in Ecological Survey Techniques for September 2024 entry.

Open to applicants who are either a national of Ghana and ordinarily resident in
Ghana or a national of Nigeria who is ordinarily resident in Nigeria, the
Postgraduate Certificate in Ecological Survey Techniques aims to provide the
knowledge, understanding and skills needed to conduct effective ecological field
surveys for a range of key taxa, and to analyse field survey data with confidence.

The PGCert is taught via a mixture of face-to-face, online and experiential
learning. A choice of modules enables students to explore areas of interest and
specialism relevant to their professional needs. Drawing on a rich pool of
expertise, teaching is conducted by a highly knowledgeable and diverse team of
practitioners and academics engaged directly with ecological issues.

Introductory residential week in Oxford and field visit to Wytham Woods (SSSI),
then tutored online modules in field survey techniques for plant biodiversity and
habitat; data analysis; mammals and reptiles; bird biodiversity; fish and
amphibians; and invertebrates, with field project and report (your choice of
location). The deadline for applications is: 1st March 2024. Find out more at:
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/about/the-ghana-and-nigeria-ecological-survey-
techniques-scholarship

Obituary

Dick Grove, Geographer

Alfred Thomas Grove (always known as ‘Dick’) was a geographer whose
research on climate change in Africa helped shape contemporary debates about
climate, people and environmental change. He was born in Evesham,
Worcestershire, on 8th April 1924. He died at home in Cambridge in July 2023,
aged 99.

Dick was educated at Prince Henry’s Grammar School in Evesham, and he
entered St Catharine’s College, Cambridge, in 1941, to read Geography. He was
called up into the Royal Air Force in 1942, serving as a pilot, primarily in Air
Training Command in Canada. Later in life, he would tell of flying a de Haviland
Mosquito below sea level in the Bay of Fundy, a feat only possible because of the
vast tidal range. After the war, Dick returned to Cambridge, graduating with a
First in Geography in 1947.

For a year, Dick worked for the Colonial Office in Nigeria studying soil erosion
and gullying. In 1949, he was offered a permanent position in Nigeria, but chose
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to return to the University of Cambridge as a Demonstrator in the Department of
Geography. He was appointed as a Lecturer in 1954, and remained in Cambridge
until retirement. He became a Fellow of Downing College in 1963, where he was
the first Director of Studies in Geography, and served as Senior Tutor and Vice
Master. From 1980 to 1986, he directed the university’s Centre for African
Studies.

For generations of students studying Africa, Dick is probably best known for his
text book Africa South of the Sahara. This was published by Oxford University
Press in 1967, with new editions in 1970 and 1978, as Africa, and completely
revised in 1989 as The Changing Geography of Africa. The book was a meticulous
synthesis: concisely written, informative and lightly sceptical.

However Dick Grove’s most significant contribution to African studies was his
work on long-term climate change and the complex interplay of environment
and society. As black-and-white vertical air photographs of Africa became
available after the Second World War, he began to use them to establish the scale
of climate change on African desert margins. In the 1950s, he mapped the fossil
dune systems hidden beneath the rolling pastures and fields of Northern Nigeria,
publishing a paper entitled ‘The ancient the erg of Hausaland and similar
formations on the south side of the Sahara” in the Geographical Journal. A year
later, he followed this with ‘A note on the former extent of lake Chad’. He had a
way with simple but memorable titles.

Dick travelled widely, often in expeditionary style. In the summer of 1958 he
took part in an expedition to the Tibesti Massif in the central Sahara, driving
overland from Tripoli in British army trucks. Between October 1969 and January
1970, he joined the ‘British Trans-African Hovercraft Expedition’, progressing up
the River Senegal and down the Niger, turning up the Benue to Lake Chad.
However, most of Dick’s fieldwork, carried out with his many Ph.D students in
the Sahel, the Kalahari and the Ethiopian Rift, was less grandiose, although it
was often eventful.

The research done by Dick and his students helped demolish the established but
simplistic idea that the African tropics were wet during northern hemisphere
glaciations, and dry during interglacial periods. By mapping ancient sand seas
around the Sahara and the Kalahari, they showed that at the height of the last
glaciation (20,000 to 12,500 years ago) there were active dune systems 500km
closer the equator than in the twentieth century. Areas of dryland that are
farmed today were then covered in active sand dunes. Similarly, surveys the
fossil shorelines of two huge ancient ‘mega lakes’ in Africa (Chad and
Mgkadikgadi), and lakes of the East African Rift Valley in Ethiopia, showed that
many of today’s drylands were wet in the early Holocene from 10,000 to 5,000
years before the present.
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In the early 1970s, Dick’s patient studies of Quaternary climatic change found a
new and important audience among policy-makers concerned about
‘desertification” in Africa. His work challenged simplistic Malthusian arguments
about ‘bio-geo-physical feedback’, and land use practices causing ‘desert
spreading’. His 1972 paper in the Nigerian journal Savanna (with the almost
whimsical title ‘A note on the remarkably low rainfall of the Sudan zone in 1913")
pointed out that the intense drought had cruel predecessors, even if the official
mind had forgotten them.

In retirement, from the late 1980s, Dick Grove took on a new challenge, exploring
the environmental history of the Mediterranean and Southern Europe, working
in Crete and then more broadly. His 2001 book with Oliver Rackham, The Nature
of Mediterranean Europe: An Ecological History reviewed the complex relations
between people and environment in the Mediterranean from classical times to
the present.

Dick married Jean Mary Clark (1927-2001), a glaciologist and a Fellow of Girton
College, in 1954. They had six children: Richard, Jane, Lucy, Bill, Alison and
Jonathan. All survive him except for Richard, a pioneering environmental
historian, who died in 2020. In 2009 Dick married Ann Round, who survives
him.

Dick Grove worked widely in Africa, and was a passionate believer in the need
for fieldwork to understand both past and the present. He was a somewhat shy
lecturer, but a supportive, encouraging and not overly prescriptive supervisor.
His sometimes slightly vague manner cloaked a sharply observant mind, and his
gently made suggestions (on paper or in person) were often significant. He was a
keen observer of academic life, often seeming gently amused at what was going
on around him. He had a profound influence both on research and on the people

he worked with and taught.
Professor Emeritus Bill Adams, University of Cambridge

Note to Contributors

Send items for inclusion in the April Newsletter by 17th March 2024 to Dr Simon Heap:
effaheap@aol.com

Any opinions expressed are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the
ASAUK. For all matters relating to membership of ASAUK/RAS contact: Melmarie Laccay,

ASAUK/RAS office, SOAS, 10 Thornhaugh Street, London, WC1H 0XG; +44 (0)20-3073-8336;
rasmembership@soas.ac.uk

Check the website: www.asauk.net

24 ASAUK Newsletter No. 114




