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     NEWSLETTER 

 
  
Volume 29 Number 115 April 2024 
 
 
 
 

ASAUK Membership 
 
For the last few years, there has not been an option to join the ASAUK or to pay 
membership fees. The only membership option was a joint membership with the 
Royal African Society, which includes the RAS journal African Affairs. For some 
time now, this page has not been functional, and has contributed to the attrition 
in membership. This year, ASAUK Council voted to reinstitute an ASAUK only 
membership category, which will not include subscription to the journal and will 
be administered by the ASAUK.  
 

Many will prefer to keep their ASAUK/RAS joint membership, which remains 
unchanged, and which will still include access to the RAS journal African 
Affairs, for now in a print copy.   
 

ASAUK members receive a discount when registering for the biennial ASAUK 
conference and will receive the newsletter via email.  
 

There are two tiers to this annual membership: ordinary and student (registered 
student at any level including Ph.D): 
 

ASAUK Only Member                  £50 
ASAUK Only Student Member   £30 
 

On the ASAUK website (https://asauk.net/membership/) there is a sign-up option 
for the ASAUK only membership, along with the Data Privacy Notice.  
 

E-mail asaukmembership@gmail.com for joining and payment instructions 
 

Please note that the ASAUK does not require conference attendees to join as 
members.  
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The ASAUK Conference will be held from 29th to 31st August 2024 at Oxford 
Brookes University. 
 

This 60th anniversary year of the ASAUK’s existence, we have adopted a theme 
that invites reflection on the changes in knowledge production about and from 
Africa. Generational divides and inter-generational disappointment are critical 
themes in the understanding of contemporary African cultural, social, and 
political dynamics, and they feature in many scholarly works about and from the 
continent. These same generational divides also feature in academic 
environments. The generational focus of the conference acknowledges the centre 
of gravity for knowledge production as necessarily led from the African 
continent and also places emphasis on a future-oriented date stamp for 
knowledge production.  
 

There are over 30 stream submissions – https://asauk.net/streams-for-asauk-
conference-2024/ – each stream will have a series of panels running during the 
conference. Here is a list of the streams: 
 

• ASAUK’s Past and Future: Generation and Regeneration Keynote Panel 
• Alternative Ways of Knowing (in) Africa 
• The Africa Charter for Transformative Research Collaborations 
• AFRICA: Journal of the International African Institute 
• Journal of African Cultural Studies 
• The Lagos Studies Association  
• Climate Change Resilience in Africa: Politics, Policymaking and Governance 
• Reinvestigating Colonial Collecting, Looting, and Repatriation in Africa 
• Religion and Politics in Africa 
• New African Economic Histories 
• (Re)thinking Development and Future Building in Africa 
• Africa’s Urban Turn: Design and Development Paradox 
• Re-engaging ‘Old Media’ Archives and Methods in Africa 
• Gender and Sexuality Research and the Impact of the International 

Development Regime 
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• Diffused on the Radio: Literary and Cultural Landscapes in Africa 
• Artificial Intelligence on the African Continent 
• Disability, the Arts and Inclusion 
• Teaching and Learning the History of Africa 
• Black Histories in the White Academy 
• 30 Years of Democracy in South Africa 
• How to Change the Past: Shifting Practices in African History Education 
• Revisiting Biafra 
• Ghana Studies 
• African Affairs: Journal of the RAS 
• African Judiciaries 
• (Not) the State in African Urban Development Politics 
• Journal of Southern African Studies: 50 Years of Studying Southern Africa 
• Rethinking the History of Military Governments 
• Living in and Recovering from Crisis 
• More Than Extraction: Ethics, Methods and Knowledge Economies in African 

Politics 
• What Comes After Critique? 
• Futures of African Screen Worlds 
• Queer Creative Arts in Africa: Sexuality, Gender and Cultural Expressions 
• Harnessing the Generational Capacity of Oral History in Africa 
• Blue Stories: Indian Ocean Narratives and Cultures of Trauma and Healing 
• Review of African Political Economy Journal @50  
• New Perspectives on Boycotts and Sanctions Against Apartheid South Africa  
 
Registration rates 
Africa-based colleagues: £100 
Student member (ASAUK only or RAS/ASAUK) rest of world, including UK: 
£150 
Student non-ASAUK member rest of world, including UK: £200 
Member (ASAUK only or RAS/ASAUK): £260 
Non-member: £310 
Day rate for all categories, regardless of location: £100 
 

Optional ticket Dinner & Dance (limited tickets available): £30 
 

Accommodation will be around £56 a night, more details to follow. 
 

The ASAUK conference is not organised as hybrid. However, we shall allow 
speakers to register to join a panel virtually, provided the panel organiser is able 
to arrange this. Unfortunately we cannot guarantee that these participants will 
have access to other panels. In order to be included on the conference 
programme, speakers have to register for the conference. 
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Members of the ASAUK and of ASAUK/RAS receive a conference discount, but 
membership is not a requirement for participation). The ASAUK has its own 
membership category, £50 and with a reduced £30 for registered students. 
 
Conference Timetable 
Registration will open in early April; accommodation booking in May. 
20 April: ASAUK abstract submissions close 
15 May: Latest possible day for stream organisers to make decisions 
15 June: Provisional programme published 
15 July: Final programme published 
 
Conference Structure 
The conference will be held in the John Henry Brookes Building of Oxford 
Brookes University, a modern, fully accessible building, with lecture theatres, 
classrooms, food outlets and social spaces. Its address is Headington Road, 
Oxford, OX3 0BP. 
 

Wednesday 28 August 
Conference office open; registration desk open 
Journal editorial board meetings 
History teachers’ programme 
 

Thursday 29 August 
Registration opens at 9am 
ASAUK Council meeting in conference office, 10 – 11am 
Panel Session 1: 11:30-13:00 
Lunch: 13:00-14:30 
Panel Session 2 14:30-16:00 
Tea: 16:00-16:30 
Panel Session 3: 16:30-18:00 
Opening Reception: 18:00- 
 

Friday 30 August 
Panel Session 4: 09:00-10:30 
Tea: 10:30-11:00 
Panel Session 5: 11:00-12:30 
Lunch: 12:30-14:00 
Panel Session 6: 14:00-15:30 
Tea: 15:30-16:00 
Keynote Panel: 16:00-18:00 
Reception and book launches 18:00- 
 

Saturday 31 August 
Panel Session 7: 09:00-10:30 
Tea: 10:30-11:00 
Panel Session 8: 11:00-12:30 
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Lunch: 12:30-14:00 
Panel Session 9: 14:00-15:30 
Tea: 15:30-16:00 
ASAUK AGM: 16:00-17:00 
 

Dinner and Dance: 19:00 - midnight 
 

Sunday 1 September 
Optional excursions, bookable and payable separately. 
 
Please direct all questions to Carli Coetzee: ASAofUK@gmail.com or 
ASAUK24Conference@gmail.com 
 
 
ASAUK Best Book Prize and ASAUK Best First Book Prize 
ASAUK awards two book prizes: for the Best Scholarly Book and Best First Book 
published in the two calendar years preceding the biennial conference. The Best 
Scholarly Book Prize was established in honour of John Donnelly Fage (1921-
2002) and Roland Oliver (1923-2014), who were two of the founder members of 
the ASAUK and of the Journal of African History.  In 2023, ASAUK Council 
decided to rename the prize as the ASAUK Best Scholarly Book Prize. In 2016, a 
Best First Book Prize was inaugurated but was not awarded in subsequent years. 
The ASAUK will again select a book for the Best First Book Prize in 2024. 
 

The winners of the prizes will be announced at the Biennial ASAUK Conference 
at Oxford Brookes University in August 2024. A list of the finalists for the prizes 
will be published in the programme of the meeting and on the ASAUK’s website 
at http://www.asauk.net/. 
 

The ASAUK would like to acknowledge the following publishers, who have 
nominated books for the ASAUK Best Book Prize and the ASAUK Best First Book 
Prize: 
 

African Minds: https://www.africanminds.co.za/ 
Basler Afrika Bibliographien: https://www.baslerafrika.ch/who-we-are/ 
Boydell & Brewer: https://boydellandbrewer.com/ 
Cambridge University Press: https://www.cambridge.org/gb/universitypress 
Duke University Press: https://www.dukeupress.edu/ 
Indiana University Press: https://iupress.org/ 
Langaa: https://www.langaa-rpcig.net/ 
Leuven University Press: https://lup.be/ 
Lynne Rienner: https://www.rienner.com/ 
Manchester University Press: https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/ 
Ohio University Press: https://www.ohioswallow.com/ 
Oxford University Press: https://global.oup.com/academic/?cc=gb&lang=en& 
Palgrave Macmillan: https://www.palgrave.com/gp  
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Penguin Random House South Africa: https://www.penguinrandomhouse.co.za/ 
University of Rochester Press: https://boydellandbrewer.com/university-of-
rochester-press/ 
UCL Press: https://www.uclpress.co.uk/ 
University of Wisconsin Press: https://uwpress.wisc.edu/ 
Weaver Press: https://landportal.org/node/74622 
 
 

ASAUK24 Conference Information for Exhibitors and Publishers 
For the 2024 conference at Oxford Brookes University) we are arranging an 
exhibitor’s display in the John Henry Brookes Building of Oxford Brookes 
University. This will also be where teas and coffees are served, and where the 
conference’s social spaces are located. Here is a link to information about the 
building, giving information about the central space and the location: 
https://www.brookes.ac.uk/about-brookes/contacts-maps-and-campuses/ 
headington-campus  
 

You will be able to send boxes of books ONE WEEK ahead of the conference, and 
these will be stored securely in a locked room on the same level as the exhibitor 
space. 
 

The finalists for the ASAUK Best Book and ASAUK Best Book Prizes will be 
announced before the conference, giving publishers the opportunity to prepare 
promotional materials and to order extra copies, if so desired. The prize will be 
announced again at the AGM and awarded at the Conference Dinner. The author 
and the publisher’s representative of the shortlisted books will receive an 
invitation to the Conference Dinner. 
 

We can offer you the following sponsorship options: 
 

Silver Package – £300 
We will publish your company logo on conference website and associated 
literature; include one half page (A5) advertisement in the conference 
programme booklet (artwork to be provided by sponsor organisation); one ticket 
for the keynote lecture and wine reception; attendance at all panels; one voucher 
for a warm lunch, served in the dining hall adjacent to the exhibition space; 
coffees and teas at set times (there is also a café on site); one table, two chairs, Wi-
Fi access, table linen, power and two exhibitor conference passes 
 

Gold Package – £500 
We will publish your company logo on conference website and associated 
literature; include one half page (A5) advertisement in the conference 
programme booklet (artwork to be provided by sponsor organisation); two 
tickets for the keynote lecture and wine reception; attendance at all panels; two 
vouchers for warm lunches, served in the dining hall adjacent to the exhibition 
space; coffees and teas at set times (there is also a café on site); two tables, four 
chairs, Wi-Fi access, table linen, power and three exhibitor conference passes 
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Note: *Additional members of staff must register using the standard Conference 
registration system under booking addendum. 
 

We will be providing tea & coffee and light morning /afternoon refreshments for 
delegates and sponsors and these will be served next to the sponsors. 
 

Book launches: Publishers will be able to arrange to have a book launch at their 
stand. Publishers should check with the organisers if they wish to serve their 
own refreshments. 
 

More formal book launches where there is a Chair and a couple of speakers can 
be arranged as part of the conference programme. Ideally this should be 
arranged with a particular stream, but please cc ASAUK24Conference@gmail 
when you write to the stream organiser. 
 

Meeting with best thesis prize finalists: In 2022, publishers and series editors 
were invited to a meeting with the ASAUK Best Thesis Prize finalists. This will 
again be made possible this year, either in person or via an online platform. 
 

Please note: we are not able to offer unstaffed displays nor the insertion of 
ads/catalogues in delegate packs. A full programme will be available as a pdf, 
and there will be a smaller programme that is printed and shows the room 
allocation for each day. Your advertisement will be carried in the larger full 
programme. 
 

Delivery address: this will be the John Henry Brookes building, but specific 
instructions will be shared with exhibitors closer to the time. Books and boxes 
can only be received a week before the conference begins. 
 

All boxes are to be clearly labelled with the exhibiting company and company 
contact name and phone number. 
 

Contact person for deliveries: TBD 
Delivery times: TBD 
 

Setting up and breakdown of stalls 
You are welcome to set up your tables on 28 August any time after lunchtime. 
Registration desks will be open on that afternoon, and the conference starts on 
the morning of the 29th. However, there will not be refreshments during the 
afternoon of 28th August. 
 

Collections post-conference: you can arrange to have books and boxes shipped 
back to you after the conference by a courier after the conference from an 
address. 
 

All boxes must be collected within one week after the conference ends. 
 

If you have any queries, please email: asauk24publishers@gmail.com 
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Conferences Future. . . 
 

‘Researching Africa – For Whom And To What End?’, International 
Conference, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Nigeria, 17–19th September 2024. 
The Department of Sociology & Anthropology, University of Nigeria, in 
partnership with Pearson Institute at the University of Chicago, Emengini 
Institute for Comparative Global Studies and the International Network for 
Action Research on Education, Language and Society, invites scholars, scientists, 
public intellectuals, and practitioners to its biennial conference. 
 

Research is ordinarily aimed at ‘development’, but questions regarding whose 
idea of development remain, at best, unsettled and, at worst, deliberately 
avoided. What does development look like, and what is its ultimate purpose? Is 
the ultimate goal of development to create a good life for the majority? What 
promise is held by Eurocentric modernity that African scholars, social planners, 
and policymakers hanker after? In what ways have African communities sought 
to shield the structures of their social life from external hegemonic forces? Does 
the African scholar – by the very ontology that organizes their research practice 
and expectations – make or mar this epistemic struggle? Whose interests, in the 
final analysis, does our work as researchers serve? What modes of transformation 
do we seek for our communities, and to what end? Are we to deconstruct the 
extractivist structures and practices of social research in Africa? Why research in 
the first place? Is the construct of research appropriate for framing the intellectual 
engagement of Africans with their world? 
 

Of what use have the research results generated from within African 
communities been? In what ways have we offered realistic or false hopes of social 
transformation to the communities we work with? What promise does our 
research hold in the first place? Is centring African communities even possible if 
the material and epistemic bases of our research and praxis remain externally 
focused?  
 

Papers are sought on the following topics: research in/on Africa: for whom and to 
what end; research audience and modalities for engagement in Africa; re-
imagining the African ‘local community’ in social research; current issues in the 
ethnographic tradition; power and positionality in research praxis and outcome; 
community roles in, and local expectations of, research; funders and the 
construction of social research in Africa; social research, ethics, contexts in Africa; 
re-imagining schooling/literacy and education in Africa; development 
alternatives and alternatives to development in Africa; has the nation-state failed: 
reconsidering alternative governance models; researching criminology, conflict 
and security in Africa for whom and to what end; Africa and the climate change 
question; the new media and representations of Africa; and popular 
representations of Africa: visual and performance arts, festival, literature and 
music. Abstracts of up to 300 words by 30th June 2024 to: 
aloysius.odii@unn.nig.edu  
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Theses Recently Accepted at UK Universities 
 

Nkem Itanyi (2023), ‘Sanctions for Copyright Infringement in Relation to the Film 
Industry in Developing Economies: Nigeria as a Case Study’, Ph.D thesis, 
Queen's University Belfast.  Supervisors:  Dr Billy Melo Araujo and Dr Ronagh 
McQuigg; https://pure.qub.ac.uk/en/studentTheses/sanctions-for-copyright-
infringement-in-relation-to-the-film-indu 
 

Samuel Kariuki (2023), ‘An Evaluation and Redesign of the Performance 
Management Systems (PMS) of ABC Bank [Kenya]’, Ph.D thesis, University of 
Liverpool. Supervisors: Dr Allan Macpherson and Dr Sally Sambrook. 
 

Ejikeme Johnson Kanu (2023), ‘Oil Exploitation, Environmental Justice, and 
Decolonization: Exploring the Historical Accounts of Oil Host Communities in 
South-Eastern Nigeria’, Ph.D thesis, University of Birmingham. Supervisors: 
Professor Patricia Noxolo, Dr Kärg Kama and Dr Eric Chu; 
http://etheses.bham.ac.uk//id/eprint/13346/ 
 

Stacey Kennedy (2023) 'Women’s Agency in the Nigerian Art World: Modernist 
Legacies and Contemporary Moves across African Art Networks', Ph.D thesis, 
University of Birmingham. Supervisors: Dr Juliet Gilbert, Dr Amy Rushton and 
Professor Khadija von Zinnenburg Carroll.  
 

Alagaw Ababu Kifle (2023), ‘The Securitisation of Democracy and Development 
and the Politics of Ethiopia's Ruling Coalition (1991-2018): Towards a Logics of 
Action Approach to Securitisation’, Ph.D thesis, King's College London, 
University of London. Supervisor: Professor Oluwafunmilayo Olonisakin; 
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/studentTheses/the-securitisation-of-
democracy-and-development-and-the-politics- 
 

Sophie Kuspert-Rakotondrainy (2023) 'Transformations of Hierarchies in Western 
Ethiopia: The Case of the Mao', Ph.D thesis, University of Birmingham. 
Supervisors: Dr Marco Di Nunzio and Dr Benedetta Rossi. 
 

Kirstie Adjoa Benewaa Kwarteng (2023), ‘Sorry for my Left: The Transnational 
Practices and Identity Formation of Second Generation Ghanaians’, Ph.D thesis, 
SOAS, University of London. Supervisors: Professor Laura Hammond and Dr 
Anna Lindley; https://doi.org/10.25501/SOAS.00039462 
 

Patrick Peprah Obuobi (2023), ‘United Nations Peacekeeping Operations in an 
Age of Uncertainty: Evaluating Peacekeeping-Intelligence, The Past, Present and 
Prospects for the Future [Mali]’, Ph.D thesis, University of St Andrews. 
Supervisors: Professor Gurchathen Sanghera and Dr Mateja Peter; 
https://doi.org/10.17630/sta/398 
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Gordian Udechukwu Ojiako (2023) ‘A Critical Exploration of the Finality 
Principle in South African Domestic Commercial Arbitration’, Ph.D thesis, 
Aberystwyth University.  Supervisors: Dr David Poyton, Dr Nathan Gibbs and 
Professor Ryszard Piotrowicz; https://research.aber.ac.uk/en/studentTheses/a-
critical-exploration-of-the-finality-principle-in-south-african 
 

Tessa Pijnaker (2023) 'Brokers of (In)Dependence: Class Making, Racialization 
and Technopolitics among Ghana's Tech Entrepreneurs', Ph.D thesis, University 
of Birmingham. Supervisors: Professor Sabine Lee, Dr Marco Di Nunzio and Dr 
Maxim Bolt. 
 
 

Recent Publications 
 

Andrea Behrends (2024), Lifeworlds in Crisis: Making Refugees in the Chad-Sudan 
Borderlands. Hurst, 392pp, 9781911723226, £22. 
 

Jennifer Lofkrantz (2023), Ransoming Prisoners in Precolonial Muslim Western 
Africa. University of Rochester Press. 224pp, 9781648250644, £85. 
 
 

The following texts published mainly during 2023 by the Great War in Africa 
Association might be of interest to researchers: 
 

Ludwig Boell's Die Operationen in Ostafrika is now available in English translation 
as The Operations in East Africa: World War 1914-1918. The publication contains 
both the German and English texts to allow cross-checking. 
 

Nyasaland Operations during the World War, 1914-1918  by T Cullen Young has 
been published with edits and annotations by Melvin E Page. 
 

A Humanitarian Assessment of Africa and the First World War 1900-1932 by OIiver 
Schulten considers the impact of the war on every African country with a 
particular focus on labour. It contains a detailed secondary source bibliography. 
 

Raising Lazarus by Kat François tells in script-format of the discovery of 
Grenadian Lazarus François' involvement in the First World War as a member of 
the British West India Regiment. He served and died in East Africa. 
 

There Came a Time 2 ... Essays on the Great War in Africa. Themes include: Military 
Engagements; Challenging Myths and Legacy; Centenary Reflections 
 

And if you missed them in 2022: 
 

First World War 1914-1918: Ends in Zambia: A Journalist’s Perspective: Award-
winning Zambian journalist Francis Lungu published in book form his collection 
of newspaper articles in which he relates documented evidence from Zambian 
sources such as heritage institutions and descendants whose ancestors fought in 
the war. 
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Promoting Agricultural Export Crops & Co-operative Societies in Tanzania during the 
British and post-colonial era c1914-2013 by Somo M.L. Seimu. The impact of the 
1914-18 war on the production of coffee and cotton in particular is covered in the 
early section. 
 

See the website for other publications available on the Great War in Africa: 
https://gweaa.com/ 

Dr Anne Samson 
Co-ordinator Great War in Africa Association 

 
Book Series Announcement: Afrasia: Contours, Crossings, Connections  
The University of Pittsburgh Press is pleased to announce the launch of Afrasia: 
Contours, Crossings, Connections (ACCC), a new scholarly book series that will 
examine how African and Asian peoples have encountered each other across 
diverse geographical and cultural contexts, in the past and present, with a focus 
on the frictions and solidarities of these encounters as catalysed by contemporary 
trends in global migration, movement, and interrelation. 
 

ACCC takes Afrasia as the conceptual and contingent space—historical and 
contemporary; sociocultural, political economic, and ideological; interpersonal, 
collective, and mass-mediated, among others—through which African and Asian 
peoples, as well as peoples of African and Asian descent, have engaged each 
other on and between their respective continents, across and through oceanic 
regions, and around the world. The series aims to establish a framework through 
which to understand the various interactions and enmeshments that took and 
take place between and across African and Asian actors—interactions that are 
neither stable nor unchanging but rather defined by their complexity, richness, 
mutability, and depth. 
 

ACCC will be edited by Marvin D. Sterling, associate professor of cultural 
anthropology, and Pedro Machado, associate professor of history, both of 
Indiana University Bloomington. An international editorial board of 
distinguished academics will advise the editors and the Press on series matters. 
 

“The complex, myriad, and increasingly deep entanglements of Africans and 
Asians – and people of African and Asian descent – have chartered broad and 
wide-ranging trajectories whose contours and dynamics have shaped the 
currents of the global past and are defining the contemporary world,” states 
Machado. “Interest in exploring these enmeshments has been growing in recent 
years and this series will provide an urgently needed venue to showcase 
scholarship in this field.” 
 

“In addition to the international political, economic, and similar terms in which 
the interactions between African and Asian peoples have been understood, we 
are invested in what have been under-explored perspectives that are 
socioculturally attentive, ethnographically attuned, and humanistic in their 
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framings of the global histories, as well as the present and emergent futures, of 
these interactions,” offers Sterling. “In this way, the series is both forward 
looking, and decades overdue.” 
 

The series invites proposals for monographs and edited volumes from new and 
experienced scholars. Enquiries should be directed to William Masami Hammell, 
senior acquisitions editor: whammell@upress.pitt.edu Submission information is 
available on the Book Submissions page: https://upittpress.org/series/afrasia-
contours-crossings-connections/  Once up and running, the series aims to publish 
2-3 books each year. 
 
 

News 
 

Creating new connections: shared digital curation of the Royal Commonwealth 
Society (RCS) Southern African collections at Cambridge University Library  
There is information on the project here: https://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/rcs/projects-
exhibitions/southern-african-collections-co-curation. The digital collection can be 
seen here, via Cambridge University Digital Library: 
https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/southernafricancollections/1   
 

They have also partnered with the Five Hundred Year Archive (FHYA) research 
initiative at the University of Cape Town to share images and metadata via their 
platforms. Our first collaboration relates to the South African Native Affairs 
Commission: http://emandulo.apc.uct.ac.za/metadata/SANAC/index.html 
 

This is digitisation project helps to open the collections to communities and 
researchers in southern Africa, where the material originated in the first place, 
and globally. According to curators, "the creation of a dedicated digital collection 
relating to southern Africa, drawing on local and personal knowledge, will allow 
more robust interrogation and interpretation of the collections than has 
previously been possible." 
 
 

Note to Contributors 
 

Send items for inclusion in the July Newsletter by 17th June 2024 to Dr Simon Heap: 
effaheap@aol.com  
 

Any opinions expressed are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the 
ASAUK. For all matters relating to membership of ASAUK/RAS contact: Melmarie Laccay, 
ASAUK/RAS office, SOAS, 10 Thornhaugh Street, London, WC1H 0XG; +44 (0)20-3073-8336; 
rasmembership@soas.ac.uk 
 

Check the website: www.asauk.net  
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