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     NEWSLETTER 

 
  

Volume 29 Number 116 July  2024 

 
The ASAUK Conference will be held from 29 to 31 August 2024 at Oxford 

Brookes University. This 60th anniversary year of the ASAUK’s existence, we 

have adopted a theme that invites reflection on the changes in knowledge 

production about and from Africa. Generational divides and inter-generational 

disappointment are critical themes in the understanding of contemporary African 

cultural, social, and political dynamics, and they feature in many scholarly works 

about and from the continent. These same generational divides also feature in 

academic environments. The generational focus of the conference acknowledges 

the centre of gravity for knowledge production as necessarily led from the 

African continent and also places emphasis on a future-oriented date stamp for 

knowledge production.  
 

The draft conference programme is now available, with close to 200 panels 

running across the three days of the conference. The conference programme will 

be updated regularly, and the latest version can be found on the ASAUK.net 

website.  
 

The conference will take place in the John Henry Brookes Building, Oxford 

Brookes Headington Campus. Accommodation will be provided in the Clive 

Booth Student Village, across the road from the Oxford Brookes campus.   
 

The ASAUK AGM, open to all, will take place on 31 August at 16:00 in the John 

Henry Brookes Building.  
 

To register for the conference as attendee, please visit the ASAUK.net website for 

information, and enjoy the Spotify playlist we have compiled, tracking 

association’s life through the decades and across the regions. 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4BUwFyp9CIQa8a5wNuxfOP?si=c840247f4f7a4

f8d&nd=1&dlsi=f88ba2b59f824b7c 
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Outstanding African Studies Award 

The Outstanding African Studies Award (formerly known as Distinguished Africanist 

Award) was inaugurated by the ASAUK as a way of paying tribute to individuals or 

teams who have made exceptional contributions to the field of African studies, and 

who have in one way or another expanded and disseminated knowledge of Africa, 

and interest in Africa. 

  

The award is not confined to academics or to people based in the UK, but is intended 

for people who have contributed largely to African Studies in the UK, or who have 

strengthened links between African Studies here and in Africa itself. 

  

The winners of the 2024 ASAUK Outstanding African Studies Award are: 

  

Hakim Adi 

  

Walter Bgoya and Mary Jay 

  

The ASAUK congratulates the awardees, and we thank them for their outstanding 

service to our communities. The award-winners will be honoured at the ASAUK 

AGM on 31 August, the final event of the ASAUK2024 Conference, and celebrated at 

the Dinner, Dance and Awards Ceremony on the evening of 31 August. 

 

 

2024 ASAUK Best Book and Best First Book Shortlists 

The shortlist for the 2024 ASAUK Best Book and Best First Book has been 

announced. The shortlisted books and authors, in alphabetical order, are: 

 

 ADUNBI, Omolade. Enclaves of Exception. Indiana University Press. 

 CABRITA, Joel. Written Out: The Silencing of Regina Gelana Twala. Ohio 

University Press. 

 D’AVIGNON, Robyn. A Ritual Geology: Gold and Subterranean 

Knowledge in Savanna West Africa. Duke University Press. 

 MIESCHER, Stephan F. A Dam for Africa. Indiana University Press. 

 NAFAFE, Jose Lingna. Lourenco da Silva Mendonca and the Black 

Atlantic Abolitionist Movement in the Seventeenth Century. Cambridge 

University Press. 

 ROBINSON, Morgan J. A Language for the World The Standardization of 

Swahili. Ohio University Press. 

 ROELOFS, Portia. Good Governance in Nigeria: Rethinking 

Accountability and Transparency in the Twenty-First Century. Cambridge 

University Press. 

 STEPHENS, Rhiannon. Poverty and Wealth in East Africa: A Conceptual 

History. Duke University Press. 
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The ASAUK awards two book prizes: for the Best Scholarly Book and Best First 

Book published in the two calendar years preceding the biennial conference. The 

Best Scholarly Book Prize was established in honour of John Donnelly Fage 

(1921-2002) and Roland Oliver (1923-2014), who were two of the founder 

members of the ASAUK and of the Journal of African History.  In 2023, ASAUK 

Council decided to rename the prize as the ASAUK Best Scholarly Book Prize. In 

2016, a Best First Book Prize was inaugurated but was not awarded in 

subsequent years. The ASAUK will again select a book for the Best First Book 

Prize in 2024. 

 

The winners of the prizes will be announced at the Biennial ASAUK Conference 

at Oxford Brookes University in August 2024. A list of the finalists for the prizes 

will be published in the programme of the meeting and on the ASAUK’s website 

at http://www.asauk.net/. 

 

Past winners Fage & Oliver Prize of the African Studies Association UK: 

2022 Samuel Fury Childs Daly, A History of the Republic of Biafra: Law, Crime, 

and the Nigerian Civil War (Cambridge University Press) 

2020 Harris Dousemetzis, The Man Who Killed Apartheid: The Life of Dimitri 

Tsafendas (Jacana Media) 

2018 Francis Nyamnjoh, #Rhodes Must Fall (Langaa RPCIG) 

2016 Deborah James, Money from Nothing: Indebtedness and Aspiration in 

South Africa (Stanford University Press/Wits University Press) and 

2016 Prize for best first book Terri Ochiagha, Achebe and Friends at 

Umuahia (James Currey/Boydell & Brewer) 
 

The ASAUK thanks the following publishers, who have nominated books for the 

2024 awards: 
 

African Minds https://www.africanminds.co.za/ 

Basler Afrika Bibliographien https://www.baslerafrika.ch/who-we-are/ 

Boydell & Brewer/ James Currey  https://boydellandbrewer.com/ 

Cambridge University Press https://www.cambridge.org/gb/universitypress 

Duke University Press https://www.dukeupress.edu/ 

Indiana University Press https://iupress.org/ 

Langaa https://www.langaa-rpcig.net/ 

Leuven University Press https://lup.be/ 

Lynne Rienner https://www.rienner.com/ 

Manchester University Press https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/ 

Ohio University Press https://www.ohioswallow.com/ 

Oxford University Press https://global.oup.com/academic/?cc=gb&lang=en& 

Palgrave Macmillan https://www.palgrave.com/gp 

Penguin Random House South Africa https://www.penguinrandomhouse.co.za/ 

http://www.asauk.net/
https://www.africanminds.co.za/
https://www.baslerafrika.ch/who-we-are/
https://boydellandbrewer.com/
https://www.cambridge.org/gb/universitypress
https://www.dukeupress.edu/
https://iupress.org/
https://www.langaa-rpcig.net/
https://lup.be/
https://www.rienner.com/
https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/
https://www.ohioswallow.com/
https://global.oup.com/academic/?cc=gb&lang=en&
https://www.palgrave.com/gp
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.co.za/
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University of Rochester Press https://boydellandbrewer.com/university-of-

rochester-press/ 

UCL Press https://www.uclpress.co.uk/ 

University of Wisconsin Press https://uwpress.wisc.edu/ 

Weaver Press https://landportal.org/node/74622 

 

 

 

Conferences Future. . . 
 

‘BARAZA – Swahili Studies Conference’, Brunei Gallery Lecture Theatre, 

SOAS, University of London, Saturday, 26 October 2024. Organised by the 

SOAS Centre of African Studies (CAS) and the School of Languages, Cultures 

and Linguistics (SCLC), SOAS University of London, BARAZA is an annual one-

day conference that addresses the language, literature, translation, culture, 

philosophy, or diaspora of the Swahili-speaking peoples of the world. 
 

Abstracts are invited for short presentations at the annual one-day conference 

addressing any aspect of the language, literature, translation, culture, philosophy 

or diaspora of the Swahili-speaking peoples of the world. The aim of the meeting 

is to foster academic interaction and exchange about new or emerging research, 

developing ideas and interests for mutual benefit among Swahili scholars and 

students. 
 

The organisers welcome papers that address issues around the changing aspects 

of Swahili language and linguistics; about the historical trajectories of Swahili 

literary and cultural writings and other forms of expression; they also welcome 

contributions from art practitioners and art historians. Registration to attend is 

required. The Programme will be available before the conference. Lunch and 

refreshments will be provided. 250-300 word abstract and title of your 

presentation (in English or Swahili) by 10 September 2024 to: ih11@soas.ac.uk For 

those requiring VISA processing, the deadline for abstracts is 15 August 2024. 

 

 

 

Theses Recently Accepted at UK Universities 
 

Henry Brefo (2024), ‘Traditional Authority, Enlightenment, and Education 

Bureaucracy in Ghana: The Case of the Otumfuo Education Fund’, Ph.D thesis, 

University of Bristol. Supervisors: Professor Kate Skinner and Professor Insa 

Nolte. 

 

 

https://boydellandbrewer.com/university-of-rochester-press/
https://boydellandbrewer.com/university-of-rochester-press/
https://www.uclpress.co.uk/
https://uwpress.wisc.edu/
https://landportal.org/node/74622
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Sylvanus Mukhwana (2023), ‘Leadership and the Politics of Borderland 

Communities: Integration, Peace and Security in the East African Community’, 

Ph.D thesis, King's College London, University of London. Supervisors: Professor 

Charles Alao and Dr David Mwambari; https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/ 

portal/en/studentTheses/leadership-and-the-politics-of-borderland-communities 

 

Nyaboke Omwega (2024), ‘Transport as Gendered Employment Practice in 

Kenya’, Ph.D thesis, University of Durham.  Supervisors: Professor Gina Porter, 

Professor David Toll and Dr Beth Barnes.    

 

Lilian Smart (2023), ‘A Framework for Creating Sustainable and Resilient Cities 

in the Niger Delta Region of Nigeria through Harnessing the Opportunities of its 

Oil-Induced Rapid Urbanisation’, Ph.D thesis, University of Huddersfield. 

Supervisors: Professor Dilanthi Amaratunga and Professor Richard Haigh; 

https://pure.hud.ac.uk/en/studentTheses/a-framework-for-creating-sustainable-

and-resilient-cities-in-the-  

 

Caitlin Sturridge (2023), ‘Understanding How Laikipian Households in Kenya 

Move, Stay Connected and Adapt Through a Political Ecology of Rural-Urban 

Livelihoods’, Ph.D thesis, SOAS, University of London. Supervisors: Professor 

Laura Hammond, Dr Andrew Newsham and Professor Peter Mollinga; 

https://doi.org/10.25501/SOAS.00039473 

 

 

 

Recent Publications 
 

Zeinab Badawi (2024), An African History of Africa: From the Dawn of Humanity to 

Independence. Penguin, 544pp, 978-0753560129, £25. 

 

Andrew Eugene Barnes and Toyin Falola (eds) (2024), The Palgrave Handbook of 

Christianity in Africa from Apostolic Times to the Present.  Palgrave Macmillan, 

699pp, 978-3-031-48270-0, £219.99. 

 

A.G. Hopkins (2024), Capitalism in the Colonies: African Merchants in Lagos, 1851–

1931. Princeton University Press, 576pp, 978-0691258843, £42. 

 

Samuel Ramani (2023), Russia in Africa: Resurgent Great Power or Bellicose 

Pretender? 320pp, 9781787387072, £20. 

 

Minna Salami (2024), Can Feminism be African? William Collins, 240pp, 978-

0008559212, £22. 
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Encounters with James Baldwin 

In this anthology of essays, poetry and interviews, ‘Encounters with James 

Baldwin’, celebrates the centenary of the African American writer’s birth, over 20 

writers reveal the influence of Baldwin’s thought, speech and writing to their 

personal journeys and their awareness of the need for social justice including the 

contributions of distinguished Black writers and activists from the UK, US, Africa 

and Australia, reflecting on the legacy of the author and activist who spoke truth 

to power during the Civil Rights era in the US and beyond. 

 

Victor Adebowale; Toyin Agbetu; Fred D’Aguiar; Rosanna Amaka; Eugen Bacon; 

Rashida Abu Bakr; Gabriella Beckles-Ray; Alan Bell; Selina Brown; Sonia Grant; 

Zita Holbourne; Paterson Joseph; Pete Kalu; Ronnie McGrath; Michael Mcmillan; 

Tony Medina; BV Mullen; Nducu Ngugi; Lola Oh; Ewaure X. Osayande; Nii 

Ayikwei Parkes; Suandi; Tade Thompson; Patrick Vernon; Tony Warner; 

Michelle Yaa Asantewa;  Lindsay Barnett, Michael Campbell, Roy McFarlane and 

Ray Shell. 

 

The book is co-edited by Kadija Sesay and Cheryl Robson and includes an 

Introduction by Stella Dadzie. Published by Supernova Books, an imprint of 

Aurora Metro on 7th August 2024. ISBN 9781913641412 Price £14.99 

https://www.aurorametro.com/product/encounters-with-james-baldwin/ 
 

 

Five of Nawal El Saadawi’s classic works reissued 

In June 2024, Bloomsbury Academic reissued five of renowned feminist 

thinker Nawal El Saadawi’s classic works: Woman at Point Zero, The Hidden Face of 

Eve,A Daughter of Isis, Walking through Fire, and God Dies by the Nile and Other 

Novels. Featuring new forewords, the books bring Saadawi’s works to a new 

generation of global feminists. ASAUK members can get 20% off the books by 

entering the code SAADAWI20 at the checkout at: bloomsbury.com/nawal-el-

saadawi (code expires at midnight, 30 September 2024). 

 

 

 

News 
 

British Academy Awards Two of its Eight Global Professorships to Noted 

Nigerian Academics  

The British Academy’s Global Professorships scheme aims to foster collaboration 

between leading international researchers and UK-based institutions on new and 

cutting-edge research projects. 

 

The British Academy has awarded a Global Professorship to Professor Olutayo 

Adesina of the Department of History, University of Ibadan, Nigeria.  The project 



 ASAUK Newsletter No. 115 7 

entitled ‘The Town and Gown Interface: Ibadan and the Decolonisation of Social 

Knowledge in the 20th Century’ will be based at the University of Manchester.   

 

Here is a summary. 

 

In the 1950s, the University College Ibadan (UCI) became the epicentre of a 

historiographical revolution that directly shaped the evolution and growth of the 

Nigerian nation-state, a movement that became an early instance of the 

decolonisation of knowledge. How did the academic, social, intellectual, and 

political beacon at UCI address the concerns and realities of ordinary people? To 

what extent was the work of academic historians and social scientists at UCI 

shaped by indigenous, vernacular epistemologies? The city of Ibadan had its 

own, rich and distinctive, cultural and intellectual identity. This project studies 

for the first time the interplay of nationalist historiography, academic social 

science, and vernacular knowledge as mutually constitutive social 

epistemologies. The project combines a close study of key works in history and 

related disciplines such as sociology, anthropology, ethnomusicology, language 

and literature with extensive interviews and fieldwork in the city of Ibadan, 

Southwest Nigeria. 

 

Professor Abubakar Sule Sani of the Department of Archaeology & Heritage 

Studies, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, has also been awarded this prestigious 

Global Professorship. Recently also elected as the President of Archaeological 

Association of Nigeria, he will be based at the University of East Anglia, his 

project is entitled, ‘Looking Forward, Looking Back: Past and Present West 

African Communities Revealed through Museum Collections’.  

 

Here is his own summary. 

 

My vision for this Global Professorship is an innovative programme of research 

that will invigorate academic collaborations between the UK and Nigeria/West 

Africa and become a model for future engagement based on trust, co-production 

of knowledge and intellectual integrity. I aim to achieve this by combining 

archaeology, museum practice and stakeholder engagement to study large and 

under-researched collections from key Nigerian sites, drawing on archaeological, 

ethnographic and archival data held in British and Nigerian museums. This 

research will bring new understandings of African history, and of UK/Nigerian 

research histories, through academic outputs, online resources, exhibitions and 

outreach in the UK and Nigeria. Building on my experience as a field 

archaeologist, educator and collections researcher, and deploying extensive 

networks, the project will have a transformative impact on my research and that 

of the University of East Anglia, while helping remedy current post-colonial 

issues concerning the role and value of museum collections. 
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ASAUK Membership 

For the last few years, there has not been an option to join the ASAUK or to pay 

membership fees. The only membership option was a joint membership with the 

Royal African Society, which includes the RAS journal African Affairs. For some 

time now, this page has not been functional, and has contributed to the attrition 

in membership. This year, ASAUK Council voted to reinstitute an ASAUK only 

membership category, which will not include subscription to the journal and will 

be administered by the ASAUK.  
 

Many will prefer to keep their ASAUK/RAS joint membership, which remains 

unchanged, and which will still include access to the RAS journal African 

Affairs, for now in a print copy.   
 

ASAUK members receive a discount when registering for the biennial ASAUK 

conference and will receive the newsletter via email.  
 

There are two tiers to this annual membership: ordinary and student (registered 

student at any level including Ph.D): 
 

ASAUK Only Member                  £50 

ASAUK Only Student Member   £30 
 

On the ASAUK website (https://asauk.net/membership/) there is a sign-up option 

for the ASAUK only membership, along with the Data Privacy Notice.  
 

E-mail asaukmembership@gmail.com for joining and payment instructions. 

 

 

Editor’s Note 

After 116 editions (starting in 1996, with my predecessor, the inaugural editor, 

Professor Douglas H. Johnson, and my editorship for the past twenty years) this 

issue of the newsletter will be the final one printed and enclosed in African 

Affairs.  Future editions will be digital and sent directly to ASAUK members.   
 

 

 

Note to Contributors 
 

Send items for inclusion in the October Newsletter by 30th September 2024 to Dr 

Simon Heap: effaheap@aol.com  
 

Any opinions expressed are those of the contributors and do not necessarily 

represent the ASAUK.  
 

Check the website: www.asauk.net  


