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     NEWSLETTER 

 
  

Volume 30 Number 117 October 2024 

 
 

ASAUK 2024 Conference 
 

With 600 participants and 135 panels, it was a highly successful ASAUK biennial 

conference. The newsletter can only provide a few of the highlights, but we direct 

the reader to the excellent programme to see the full description of events, 

including all the paper-givers, the publishers and their book fair, the interesting 

keynote session, as well as the worthy awardees at a memorable awards night: 

https://asauk.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/asauk2024-conference-book.pdf  
 

President’s Welcome Address  

Welcome to the ASAUK24 conference. It is wonderful to see so many familiar 

faces. It is our first big conference since 2018 in Birmingham. Much has changed 

in the international conferencing world since 2018. There are the obvious changes 

to do with the global pandemic and the proliferation of conferencing and seminar 

platforms, changes about which most of us are ambivalent. But there is another 

shift that has changed the role and purpose of the ASA of the UK: the existence of 

vibrant, sustainable conference series organised across the African continent, by 

academic associations that have a clear intellectual project and a youthful 

membership. 
 

The African Studies Association of Africa had its first conference in 2017. The 

Lagos Studies Association had its first conference in Lagos in 2017. The Eastern 

African Literary and Cultural Studies association had a large and successful 

conference in Dar es Salaam in 2017. These associations and conferences have 

changed the way we think about conferences, about the role of associations, and 

about inter-generational cooperation and transfers of knowledge and power.  
 

This ASAUK conference has been organised along the principles of the Lagos 

Studies Association. I often joke to say I work for ASAUK but my heart belongs 

to LSA – it is true. The Lagos Studies Association hosts their annual conference 

on a shoestring budget. Participants receive delicious food as part of their 

registration. The conference structure is very horizontal and non-elitist. We have 

very tight financial protocols, and we turn every naira over many times. The LSA 

runs it conference as hybrid, and audiences all over the world can attend the 

webinar panels for free. The meals and sociality of the LSA are at the heart of the 

conference. 

https://asauk.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/asauk2024-conference-book.pdf
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The ASAA and the EALCS conferences I attended in 2017 were similarly 

transformative experiences. At both of these conferences, attendance of early 

career scholars and PhD students is high, and this remains the case for later 

editions of these conference series. The conference organisers are welcoming of 

first-time presenters, and invisible mentoring work happens at all levels – up and 

down the family tree. These conference series and associations are actively and 

intentionally developing their next generations – generating and regenerating 

knowledge as well as people. What characterises these conferences and 

associations is also a spirit of self-reliance.  
 

When we started planning the ASAUK conference for 2024 it was evident that we 

wanted to build a conference that followed these models, and that placed our 

Africa-based colleagues at the centre. We set the registration rate for Africa-based 

colleagues as low as we could, lower than cost. We sacrificed having a conference 

administrator, to make the limited funds stretch further. We made sure to 

provide meals as part of registration, and to emulate as far as we could the 

conviviality and joy of mealtimes under the flame trees of Lubumbashi and 

overlooking the lagoon in Lagos. 
 

For the last few years, the ASAUK has had two main driving ideas: 1. how to 

build the association so that it serves a function for a future generation, and 2. 

how to engage with our peer associations based on the continent. Our conference 

had to be informed by these two ideals, which are overlapping. Through our 

attendance at the major Africa-based academic conferences the ASAUK 

community have built strong friendships and networks with younger and up and 

coming scholars across the continent. We have collaborated with Africa-based 

peers on writing and mentoring workshops, and we have developed a 

curriculum for a Journal Work Academy where participants receive training on 

all aspects of running a journal office.  
 

Many ASAUK members are also involved in editing journals. A number of these 

editors and other committed scholars have written time-consuming applications 

for British Academy Writing Workshop grants, with which we have supported 

the building of intellectual infra-structure – embedded in local scholarly and 

mentoring networks. The workshops are not helicoptered in as “aid”; they are 

embedded in existing networks that sustain and inform them. 
 

Through these networks, the ASAUK has become immensely enriched. Present 

today at the conference are members of our peer associations, and many 

collaborators on and participants in various versions of the mentoring and 

professionalisation workshops in which the ASAUK has collaborated. Present 

here also are people who have completed the life cycle from novice workshop 

participant to workshop planner and mentor.  
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The ASAUK’s focus now is these networks of scholars, these peers and friends. 

We have placed the practices and the preferences of our Africa-based peers at the 

centre of this conference and at the centre of the ASAUK. When I took up the role 

of President, I wrote that quite possibly the time for a UK-based association for 

the study of Africa had passed and that it was time to lock up shop and dissolve 

the association. Instead, I now think the ASAUK does have a future – as part of a 

networked system of scholars and peer associations. I thank our colleagues who 

have made the journey here, who applied for visas and made sacrifices to be 

here. We thank you for your commitment and your collegiality, and for investing 

in the ASAUK. We are nothing without you.  
 

I am not able to put down the flame trees of Lubumbashi, or the shimmering 

lights over the Lagos lagoon; but the warmth of those conferences have inspired 

us and inform this conference. I welcome you to this conference, of the ASAUK. 

It is a time of great optimism, our association may be 60 years old but it is in 

good health and in very good hands. 

Carli Coetzee, ASAUK President 2022-2024 
 

 

Summary Reports on Streams and Panels at the ASAUK 24 Conference 
 

Africa: Journal of the International Institute convened 14 panels 

Convenor: Stephanie Kitchen, Managing Editor, International African Institute 

Highlights were a double panel on ‘Colonial Collections’ focusing on ‘equitable 

epistomologies’ and questions of translation in research projects on museums 

and collections; these sessions were followed by two panels on ‘Post-conflict 

Heritage in Africa’. 
 

The journal organised double panels on ‘Africa’s Changing Health Landscapes’, 

and two sessions on the economic anthropology of Africa: one on economic lives 

across generations, and another on ‘money, value and the state’; a panel on 

herder-farmer conflicts; and one on social cohesion in contexts of displacements 

and refugees. 
 

Three linked panels spoke to themes of universities, including academic strikes 

and academic freedom; publishing economies and open access; and academic 

journal publishing. 
 

The journal’s well-attended roundtable, ‘Writing Africa: who is scholarship for?’, 

brought together members of the editorial board and invited speakers to debate 

the practice of social sciences in locations in the continent; whether there is 

indeed a problem of information overload (or else a ‘famine’) of academic 

resources; and how researchers interact with and might challenge deeply 

unequal knowledge production systems between Europe and Africa.  
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The journal and the International African Institute supported eight scholars from 

the African continent to participate in this stream. Discussions are underway to 

arrange publications of part and special issues in Africa and other venues. 
 

 

Journal of African Cultural Studies stream 

The Journal of African Cultural Studies stream at the ASAUK24 conference featured 

many exciting panels and presentations, on a wide range of topics. A number of 

editorial board members were responsible for their own streams, and Taylor & 

Francis made a selection of their articles from the archive free to access. A key 

panel was that on “Fieldwork, Participatory Research and Insider/Outsiders”, 

featuring early career scholars whose presentations analysed the ambiguities and 

dangers of fieldwork in complex settings. Felix Ajiola Oludare’s article, “Urban 

Crime in the Lagos Traffic: An Ethnography at the Crossroads of Multiple Codes 

of Ethics” appeared online in the journal on the day before the conference. At the 

conference were many scholars who had participated in writing workshops in 

which the Journal of African Cultural Studies had been a partner. The stream 

brought together cohorts of these workshop participants and fostered new 

friendships and connections of scholars based across the African continent and 

elsewhere.  
 

The Journal of African Cultural Studies community were responsible for the 

cultural worlds of the conference, including the compilation of the conference 

playlist (still available at   

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4BUwFyp9CIQa8a5wNuxfOP?si=a3185156f8514f6f) 

and the pop up exhibition curated by Joseph Oduro Frimpong, of his collection of 

hand-painted Ghanaian film posters and commissioned book cover posters. The 

collection was displayed by a human chain of hands after the welcoming address 

by the President of the ASAUK, also editor of Journal of African Cultural Studies, 

Carli Coetzee. The posters again formed a backdrop to the awards ceremony and 

dinner on the final night of the conference. 
 

 

African Judiciaries 

Convener: Gabrielle Lynch 

The excellent papers on, and vibrant discussion about, African judiciaries reflects 

a growing awareness of the political and social significance of this key institution. 

Papers drew attention to the key role that courts can play in promoting human 

rights and justice (Dorothy DeGabriele, Martha Gayoye, Mariam Kamunyu, 

Trishula Patel), but also to how the judicialization of politics can bring political 

backlash and undermine public confidence (Mikhail Nyamweya, Gabrielle 

Lynch). Other participants focused on the strategies adopted by courts and 

judges to empower themselves (Diana Kisakye, Pauline Jarroux, Sophie 

Andreetta), the role of judicial cultures and legal traditions (Peter Brett, Thalia 

Gerzso), and people’s varied experiences of the courts (Mahlubandile Ntontela, 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4BUwFyp9CIQa8a5wNuxfOP?si=a3185156f8514f6f
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Yihunbelay Teshome Sime). The stream was organised by the African Judiciaries 

Research Network (AJRN), which connects researchers working on African 

judiciaries (from Master’s and PhD candidates and postdocs to established 

academics and non-academic researchers) from around the world, encourages 

comparative analysis and lesson learning, and facilitates collaboration. In 

addition to organising panels at academic conferences, the AJRN organises 

workshops in Africa and has a monthly newsletter. If you would like to join the 

network, please contact Gabrielle Lynch: g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk  
 

 

(Not) the State in African Urban Development Politics 

This session was organised by Rosina Essien (University of Ghana), Matt Lane 

(University of Edinburgh) and Jennifer Robinson (University College London) 

In wider social science discussions these actors and institutions have been 

analytically bundled as “states”, but in African studies the nature of statehood 

and public authority has long been seen as emergent and negotiated, or a 

“twilight” phenomenon across government, communal and private interests, as 

well as international actors. State actors have also been portrayed as vectors of a 

multiplicity of personal and political interests. At stake in urban developments 

are also the politics of (de-)centralisation of governmental powers. Even as 

international actors see scope for reinforcing city governments as agents in urban 

development, urban development programmes attract the involvement of central 

state actors eager to benefit from the flow of funds and prestige. Many countries 

have therefore seen a (perverse) centralisation of government control following a 

roll-out of urban initiatives.  
 

As such, the session accepted sixteen (18) papers which explored the role of 

individual state actors, government ministries and institutions, city-level 

government and their agencies, state-owned enterprises and electoral parties in 

shaping urban developments such as major real estate developments, 

infrastructure investments for resilience, market and mall development in 

different African cities (e.g., Accra, Lagos, Dar es Salaam, Lilongwe, Kinshasa, 

Harare, etc.). Important questions the papers addressed concerned the forms of 

emergent or de facto arrangements for regulation, design and implementation of 

infrastructure development; the nature of interactions amongst different actors in 

determining urban development outcomes; shifts in agency between 

international, national (ministries, entities) and local actors e.g. in financing 

development; the role of electoral cycles or direct political influence on 

developments.  
 

Whereas some of the papers considered the concept of ‘transcalarity’, as a useful 

concept for understanding complexities of navigating the different interests of 

state, private and development actors in the (re)production of urban territories, 

others argued for an understanding of urban development as a battle ground, 

constant struggle and of recentralisation of power.   

mailto:g.lynch@warwick.ac.uk
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Reinvestigating Colonial Collecting, Looting, and Repatriation 

Stream Organiser: Tomos Llywelyn Evans: tlevans@wm.edu 

The Reinvestigating Colonial Collecting, Looting, and Repatriation stream at this 

year’s ASAUK was attended by a range of professionals – curators, academics, 

and other researchers – who reflected upon the legacies of colonial-era 

expropriation of African art, and how they might inform current drives to 

reinterpret and decolonise museum collections, and shape ongoing restitution 

efforts. Panels posed several key questions for stream participants and other 

attendees to consider. How do we go about better contextualising and 

representing African collections in Western museums, many of which were 

obtained during the colonial period with little accompanying information, or 

incorrect and/or stereotypical information and attributions? What range of 

sources can be drawn upon to better study and contextualise the actions and 

ideologies of colonial-era collecting and repatriation, be it conducted by colonial 

administrators, travellers, missionaries, archaeologists, anthropologists or others? 

How have museums sort to represent African art objects acquired during the 

colonial era, including the context of colonial violence and/or exploitation 

surrounding their acquisition, and how might researchers, and African 

communities, contribute to these fresh representations? And what can our work 

do to balance the interests of national governments with those of other 

communities and other authorities (such as “traditional” leaders) on the ground 

in African contexts? 
 

Broadly, several key areas of discussion were generated by these questions. A 

general conclusion was that diligent comparative research in colonial archives 

and museum collections, coupled with the establishment of mutually beneficial 

conversations between museums and a range of different African communities, 

was key to producing novel interpretations and curatorial practices. The aim has 

been to generate representations more accurate in nature to the lived experiences 

of the main creators of these art objects, more inclusive of African knowledge 

systems, and more representative of manifold interests and aspirations of the 

communities of origin. Furthermore, it was shown that there is a significant 

amount of work to be done by researchers in exploring the colonial archives to 

reconstruct the biographies of expropriated objects during the colonial period – 

their local production and use(s), and the processes – whether exploitative or not 

– by which they were acquired and taken from the continent. These are often 

important parts of the stories of these objects rarely mentioned in museum 

displays, which instead tend to represent museums as neutral arbiters of 

objective cultural information, and/or as wholly benign in their aims, methods, 

and approaches throughout their institutional histories.   
 

Although interest has recently grown in revisiting and reinterpreting histories of 

the most explosive and explicitly violent examples of colonial looting – such as 

the Benin Bronzes (Nigeria), Maqdala collections (Ethiopia), and gold objects of 

mailto:tlevans@wm.edu
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Kumasi (Ghana) – these cases are of course but the tip of the iceberg of a much 

longer, and often more gradual and insidious history, of the expropriation of the 

continent’s cultural heritage, primarily driven by, and acquired for, Western 

European and American museums, galleries, universities, and private collectors. 

Lastly, following discussion of several examples ranging from Malawi to Nigeria, 

it was acknowledged that processes of repatriation and restitution by foreign 

museums and governments demand detailed and sensitive knowledge of the 

local contexts to which they might be returned, to better ensure successful and 

sustainable return of objects that best serves a broad range of stakeholders on the 

continent. 
 

 

Alternative Ways of Knowing (in) Africa 

Convened by Tendai Mangena (University of Leeds) and Gibson Ncube 

(Stellenbosch University). 

This hybrid stream was composed of six panels that brought together twenty-one 

scholars from institutions in Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa, Sweden, Uganda, 

Tanzania, the UK and the US. Conceptually, the panel engaged with Jeremiah 

Arowosegbe’s (2016) assertion that moving Africa beyond its inherited 

Eurocentric ‘mode of cognition’ remains an unfinished project. Panelists explored 

what decolonising scholarship and knowledge production on and in Africa 

entails, privileging alternative perspectives and drawing on marginalised sites 

and methods such as orality, Indigenous practices and rituals, proverbs, popular 

culture, and ethnographic experiences. 
 

One panel, “Confronting Heteronormative Hegemonies: (New) Sites of Knowing 

Genders and Sexualities in Africa,” focused on how traditional gender norms are 

rethought and challenged. Papers by Mangena and Ncube examined how 

discourses on the singleness of both men and women provide insights into 

shifting gender roles and views on marriage, gender, sexuality, and family life. 

Mtero’s paper, focusing on sportswomen, questioned whether being a woman 

means producing certain hormones, having particular genitalia, or possessing a 

uterus. 
 

The papers in this panel, in their different iterations and textures, highlighted 

efforts attuned to the evolving realities of producing knowledge on and from the 

African continent. They considered Africa’s ‘lived realities’ and the novel ways of 

knowing that these realities engender. They went beyond engaging with 

epistemic loss and various attempts to recover – typical in decolonial struggle – 

to recentre non-hegemonic African epistemologies. This stream engaged with the 

voices and discourses of excluded constituencies in decolonial struggles in 

Africa, not only in the past but also in the present. 
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Religion and Politics in Africa 

The ‘Politics and Religion in Africa’ stream addressed four themes: Religion and the 

State, Indigenous Belief and Resistance, Gender and Religion in Conflicts, and 

Islamophobia and Interfaith Relations. Several papers examined how religion was 

persecuted by the state, especially religious minorities and traditional religious 

practices. Other papers examined a more positive role, such as how guerrillas 

coalesced religious and political identities, or political party members used evoked 

religious discourses to legitimise secularism in their countries. One topic of particular 

contention between panellists concerned the nature of states' engagements with 

traditional leaders, and the legitimacy of states' efforts to curtail the activities of 

religious actors that are hostile to the state. The stream drew together researchers 

studying Democratic Republic of Congo, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, 

Uganda, Zanzibar, and Zimbabwe.   
 

 

Revisiting Biafra stream 

Convenor: Dr Louisa Uchum Egbunike  

The  at the 2024 ASAUK conference consisted of seven sessions, featuring 

academic papers, roundtable discussions, and a film screening. The stream aimed 

to foster cross-disciplinary conversations on the Nigeria-Biafra war, bringing 

together researchers and arts practitioners to explore lesser-studied aspects of the 

war and its legacies. 
 

Contributions reflected on the ethical challenges of researching the Nigeria-Biafra 

war, encouraging introspective discussions on how researchers' work has 

evolved alongside Nigeria's shifting political landscape, including renewed 

separatist agitations for an independent Biafra. One roundtable invited 

participants to share their experiences navigating research with personal 

connections to the war, discussing positionality, objectivity, and scholarly 

responsibility. Another roundtable examined the war’s impact on constructions 

of masculinity in the post-conflict era. 
 

Many contributors were early career researchers, presenting emerging work on 

the Nigeria-Biafra war, with a strong focus on memory and heritage studies. A 

key concern for many speakers was the underrepresentation of women in 

scholarship on the war. Presentations on the literary and visual artists 

highlighted how artists engage with the war’s legacy, particularly in relation to 

inherited trauma and the silences surrounding it. Additionally, reflections on 

contemporary Biafran separatist movements emphasised that, for many, Biafra is 

not confined to the past; it continues to shape the present and is envisioned by 

some as a future possibility. 
 

The Revisiting Biafra stream provided a valuable space for dialogue, and several 

contributors have expressed interest in forming a research group dedicated to the 

study of the Nigeria-Biafra war, ensuring these conversations continue beyond 

the conference. 
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Ghana Studies 

This stream was established in tandem with a broader effort at the ASAUK 2024 

conference to identify existing forms of dialogue and cooperation between 

African Studies Associations on different continents and to explore the scope for 

enhancing and maximising collaboration. Ghana Studies Association 

membership and activity to date has been largely concentrated within Ghana 

itself (obviously!) and under the umbrella of the African Studies Association 

(US). This stream was an experiment in gathering Ghana-focused researchers 

together at ASAUK, and attracted speakers, chairs, and participants who are 

based in Ghana, Europe, and the US, as well as those already based in the UK.  
 

The stream was of course a much smaller-scale affair than the highly successful 

Ghana Studies conferences organised at Cape Coast (2016), Accra (2019), and 

Tamale (2022), and one of our participants was unfortunately unable to join due 

to delays in the issuing of their visa. Nonetheless, we managed to convene three 

successful panels and participants were grateful to Kwasi Ampene (former GSA 

president) for travelling to join us and offering to chair. Papers clustered around 

three main themes: Literature, Knowledge, and Power; New Developments in 

Research on Gender and Sexuality; and Ghanaians in Postcolonial International 

Relations 
 

Several speakers in the Ghana Studies stream capitalised on the possibility 

offered at ASAUK to deliver more than one paper, thereby reaching both 

thematic and country-specific audiences for their research. There were some 

productive cross-over conversations between participants in the Ghana Studies 

stream, New African Economic Histories, and the New Approaches to Military 

Governments. 
 

 

Imagining Otherwise: Re-memorying the February 1974 Ethiopian Revolution. 

The session was co-organized by Surafel Wondimu Abebe, Assistant Professor of 

Performance Studies and Theory at The Africa Institute (GSU), Sharjah, and 

Semeneh Ayalew Asfaw, Fatema Mernissi Postdoctoral Fellow at The Africa 

Institute (GSU), Sharjah. 
 

The panel was conducted in a hybrid format, with Professors Abebe and Asfaw 

participating in person, while Professors Martha Kuwee Kumsa from Wilfrid 

Laurier University, Canada and Luladey Tadesse Worku from Qatar University 

contributed remotely. The online participation was facilitated by Sataan Al 

Hassan, Director of Administration and Operations at The Africa Institute (GSU), 

Sharjah, with technical support provided by Behailu Shiferaw, a PhD student at 

Northwestern University. 
 

The panel’s conceptual framework aimed to foster a nuanced understanding of 

the 1974 Ethiopian Revolution by engaging with the Ethiopian past from a 

present-day perspective. The discussion focused on the participation of non-elite 
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groups in the revolution, exploring how political imaginaries were articulated 

and disarticulated then, and their connections to contemporary issues. This 

approach sought to complicate mainstream representations of the past and gain 

insight into the structural transformations and their impact on everyday life. 
 

Surafel Wondimu Abebe presented on the role of theatre in revising historical 

narratives through his paper, “Staging the Trans/National-Popular: Decolonizing 

the Eurocentric Elitism through Theatre.” His work explored how theatre can 

challenge entrenched Eurocentric perspectives on the revolution. 
 

Semeneh Ayalew Asfaw delivered a paper titled “1974: Ethnographies of Protest 

in Addis,” which examined the socio-cultural aspects of protest in Addis Ababa 

during the revolution, emphasizing the importance of popular histories in 

understanding political dynamics. 
 

Martha Kuwee Kumsa presented “Genealogy of the 1974 Popular Revolution in 

Ethiopia: Critical Autoethnographic Reflections of a Recovering Old 

Revolutionary,” offering personal insights into the revolution’s impact by 

exploring the silencing of the national and gender questions in Ethiopian political 

discourse and practice through a self-reflexive approach.  
 

Luladey Tadesse Worku discussed the influence of personal narratives on inter-

generational discourse in her presentation “Unveiling a Revolution: The Role of 

Personal Narratives in Shaping Generational Discourse.” She looked at the ways 

in which women revolutionaries’ critical reflections can help depolarize 

mainstream narratives.   
 

 

Conferences Future. . . 
 

‘5th Global Africas Conference’, Winthrop-King Institute For Contemporary 

French & Francophone Studies, Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida, 

USA, April 2025 (tbc). In his 2016 essay Afrotopia, Senegalese scholar Felwine 

Sarr posits the African continent of the 21st century as poised to become “an 

active utopia” that engages critically with the past and draws extensively on and 

cultivates Africa’s own indigenous resources, both natural and cultural. 
 

While Felwine Sarr’s propositions are future-oriented and seek to affect change 

worldwide through changes on the continent, this interdisciplinary conference 

asks what other kinds of Afrotopias have been imagined and created while also 

attending to who is responsible for the realization of such Afrotopias and who or 

what generates “insurmountable” obstacles to their actualization and 

maintenance. Key questions include: Is Afrotopia always for everyone? What 

distinguishes an Afrotopia from an Afro(dis)topia? What do Afrotopias reveal 

about structures of power? When and where have representations of Afrotopias 

emerged? What do the similarities and differences between Afrotopias generated 

on the continent and outside of it teach us? 
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Possible topics include: Pre- & Post-Colonial African Utopias; Pan-Africanism, 

pan-Africanism; Gender Utopias; Ecocriticism & More-Than-Human /Posthuman 

Utopias’ Sci-Fi & Speculative Fiction; Afrofuturism;  Performance Studies, Music, 

Dance, Theatre; Diasporic Utopias, Transnational Black Solidarity; Dictator 

Utopias; Négritude; Visual Culture & Art; Comics, Graphic Novels, Bandes 

Dessinées, Animation, Video Games; Film; Anthropology and Archives; 

Monuments; and Architecture & Urban Planning Proposals of 250-300 words by 

25th November 2024 for 20-minute presentations to: winthropking@fsu.edu  

Panel proposals of 3-4 presentations are also encouraged. 
 

 

 

Continuities and Discontinuities in African Studies’, The 9th Annual 

Conference of the Lagos Studies Association, Hybrid (University of Lagos, 

Nigeria and Zoom), 17–21 June 2025. Across global African studies, from the 

social sciences to the humanities, scholars, writers, artists, and commentators, 

among other knowledge producers have been preoccupied with questions of 

continuities and discontinuities in the societies they study and in their own 

disciplines. To understand what changed and what did not about a particular 

topic, society, and idea is to come to terms with major shifts in how communities 

and people understand the complexities of their world. From science to politics, 

from technology to art, major changes have always been shaped by a strong 

understanding of what the past gave, what the present holds, and what the 

future promises.  
 

Continuities and discontinuities are relative. What constitutes a change in a 

society is always in a state of flux. This is because the idea of change is often 

based on competing interpretations by people occupying different strata within a 

society and influenced by varying ideologies and have a diverse emotive 

connection to the subject and communities. Also, what constitutes change is 

shaped by how events of the past continue to resurface at major turning points. 

Continuities and discontinuities are not rigid binaries, but shades and iterations 

of change. Consequently, the overlapping realities of continuities and 

discontinuities then offer more than an avenue to engage progress and 

regression, but also to reflect on the future.  
 

For the ninth edition of its annual conference, the LSA welcomes submissions 

that offer new ways of thinking about continuities and discontinuities in African 

studies. What practices, ideologies, and power regimes shape how ideas about 

continuities and discontinuities are framed? What exactly should be the 

parameters for measuring transformation? 
 

Individual proposals should include a 250-word abstract, a short bio, and the 

email and phone contacts of presenters. Please do not submit more than one 

abstract. Abstracts cannot have more than two presenters. You cannot present 

more than one paper, either solo or joint.  

mailto:winthropking@fsu.edu
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Submit your abstract by 1st December 2024 here: 

Local participants/Nigeria-based: https://forms.gle/wx25exmy9dthmvi46   

International participants: https://forms.gle/zgn1XxcLakfFEBfa7    

Panel Submission: Panel, roundtable, and workshop proposals should comprise a 

250-word summary, and the email and phone contacts of all panelists. Please 

email panel proposals to LSA at lagosstudiesassociation@gmail.com  
 

Payment Deadline: 1st February 2025. Registration Fee: Local (Nigeria-based) 

(N10,000); International Graduate Students ($100); International (Full-time 

academics and practitioners) ($150). The registration fee covers nine full meals 

(breakfast, lunch, and dinner) throughout the conference. Everyone listed on 

abstracts must pre-register by paying the registration fee after acceptance of an 

abstract. 
 

If you have any questions about the conference, contact LSA at: 

lagosstudiesassociation@gmail.com      

Website: www.lagosstudies.org     

Twitter: https://twitter.com/LagosStudies   

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/lagos-studies-association/ ?viewAsMember=true    

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/205111409881162/   

 

 

Theses Recently Accepted at UK Universities 
 

Michael Bester (2023), ‘Episcopacy and parochialism in early South African 

Anglicanism: Bishop Robert Gray and the antecedent churches of the Cape 

Colony, 1806–72’, D.Phil thesis, University of Oxford. Supervisor: Professor 

Andrew Atherstone. 
 

Fumiaki Sagisaka (2024), 'Comparative case studies on the schooling mechanisms 

and the process of school improvement at public and low-fee private primary 

schools in rural Kenya', D.Phil thesis, University of Oxford. Supervisors: Dr 

David Johnson and Dr Ariel Lindorff. 
 

 

 

Recent Publications 
 

Christopher Conz (2024), Environment, Knowledge & Injustice in Lesotho: The 

Poverty of Progress. James Currey, 282pp, 978-1847013309, £80. 
 

Haggai Erlich (2024), Greater Tigray and the Mysterious Magnetism of Ethiopia. 

Hurst, 232pp, 978-1805261643, £20. 
 

A. G. Hopkins (2024), Capitalism in the Colonies: African Merchants in Lagos, 1851–

1931. Princeton University Press, 576pp. 9780691258843, £30. 
 

https://forms.gle/wx25exmy9dthmvi46
https://forms.gle/zgn1XxcLakfFEBfa7
mailto:lagosstudiesassociation@gmail.com
mailto:lagosstudiesassociation@gmail.com
http://www.lagosstudies.org/
https://twitter.com/LagosStudies
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lagos-studies-association/%20?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/groups/205111409881162/
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Marloes Janson, Kai Kresse, Benedict Pontzen and Hassan Mwakmako (eds) 

(2024), Religious Plurality in Africa. James Currey, 312pp, 978-1847013903, £95. 
 

Joseph Kasule (2024), Islam in Uganda: The Muslim Minority, Nationalism and 

Political Power. James Currey, 270pp, 978-1847014030, £25. 
 

Nathalie Arnold Koenings (2024), Mystical Power and Politics on the Swahili Coast: 

Uchawi in Pemba. James Currey, 310pp, 978-01847013842, £95. 
 

Léa Lacan (2024), Forest Politics in Kenya’s Tugen Hills. James Currey, 300pp, 978-

1847013811, £95. 
 

Henning Melber (2024), The Long Shadow of German Colonialism. Hurst, 416pp, 

9781805260455, £30. 
 

Rachel M. Petrocelli (2024), Transactional Culture in Colonial Dakar, 1902-44. 

University of Rochester Press, 212pp, 978-1648250774, £80. 
 

Daren E. Ray (2023), Ethnicity, Identity, and Conceptualizing Community in Indian 

Ocean East Africa. Ohio University Press, 329pp. 978-0821426135, £26.50. 
 

Sishuwa Sishuwa (2024), Party Politics and Populism in Zambia. James Currey, 

246pp, 978-1847013927, £80. 
 

 

Combined Academic Publishers: New Books and 25% Discount for ASAUK 

Members 

Devin Bryson & Molly Krueger Enz (2024), Projections of Dakar: (Re)Imagining Urban 

Senegal through Cinema. Ohio University Press, 288pp, 9780896803497, £27.99. 
 

Mark Duerksen (2024), Waterhouses: Landscapes, Housing, and the Making of Modern 

Lagos. Ohio University Press, 304pp, 9780896803329, £27.99. 
 

Daniel Magaziner (2024), Available Light: Omar Badsha and the Struggle for Change in 

South Africa. Ohio University Press, 324pp, 9780821425626, £28.99. 
 

Suren Pillay (2024), Predicaments of Knowledge: Decolonisation and Deracialisation in 

Universities. Wits University Press, 216pp, 9781776149056, £15.99. 
 

Charles G. Thomas (2024), Ujamaa’s Army: The Creation and Evolution of the Tanzania 

People’s Defence Force, 1964-1979. Ohio University Press, 304pp, 9780821425596, £27.99. 
 

Use code ASANEWS for a 25% discount on all titles 

at www.combinedacademic.co.uk until 30th November 2024. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/
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The Urban Africa Book Series (UABS) is an Open Access academic book series 

sponsored by the International African Institute and UCL Press with no author-

facing charges, run on a non-profit, non-commercial model. 
 

UABS is unique in providing critical, in-depth analysis of key contemporary 

issues affecting urban environments across the continent. It has a particularly 

strong interest in publishing work by scholars based in African contexts, and 

ensuring publications are widely accessible to African students and researchers, 

via Open Access publication. The series aims: 

• To publish a series with a distinctive African-centred approach compared 

to conventional urban studies work. 

• To provide a high-profile platform to urban scholars from the African 

continent currently under-represented in urban studies. 

• To bring the best work in African urban studies from the Northern 

academy and across the global South to African studies audiences. 
 

The editors welcome proposals that address the above criteria. For more 

information, see https://www.internationalafricaninstitute.org/publishing/urban-

africa-book-series 
 

 

Call for Papers and Special Issues: African and Black Diaspora: An 

International Journal 

This is a multi-disciplinary peer-reviewed international journal that seeks to 

broaden and deepen our understanding of the lived experiences of people of 

African descent across the globe by publishing theoretically and historically 

informed as well as empirically grounded works in the social sciences and 

humanities that are intellectually challenging and illuminating. 
 

With Editor-in-Chief Dr Martin L. Boston  and Associate Editor Dr Garhe Osiebe, 

the aim of the journal is to advance the analytical and interrogative discourse that 

constitutes the distinctive field of African diaspora studies in the production of 

knowledge by focusing on issues such as power, knowledge, gender, race and 

other forms of social identity. It seeks to encourage the study of the African 

diaspora through an inter-disciplinary and comparative framework that 

illuminates the state of the broad field in critical ways. 
 

The journal publishes research articles, commentaries and book reviews twice a 

year with a mix of regular and special theme issues. Full details of word limits 

and how to present and submit your article can be found on the 

journal’s instructions for authors page. Submission is via the Taylor & 

Francis Submission Portal. All research articles are subject to a rigorous peer 

review process, based on initial editor screening and double anonymous 

refereeing by a minimum of two external specialist referees. Proposals for special 

issues or special sections on all topics relevant to the journal are also 

welcomed. Special Issues are usually focused on a research topic or question and 

https://www.internationalafricaninstitute.org/publishing/urban-africa-book-series
https://www.internationalafricaninstitute.org/publishing/urban-africa-book-series
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?show=instructions&journalCode=rabd20
https://rp.tandfonline.com/submission/create
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consist of at least six research articles plus an editorial written by the Guest 

Editor(s). A significant degree of coherence is expected between the 

contributions, to be highlighted in the editorial. Please direct any ideas for special 

issues to Dr Martin Boston: martin.boston@csus.edu. 
 

 

New Series: Law, Justice & Society in Africa 

This new series welcomes interdisciplinary monographs and edited collections 

that re-think conventional approaches to contemporary legal issues in Africa. 

Send preliminary enquiries and proposals to the commissioning editor, Megan 

Milan at Boydell & Brewer (James Currey): mmilan@boydell.co.uk  
 

 

Call for Chapters: Broadcasting Colonialism: Radio, Television and Empire 

Broadcasting Colonialism will present new perspectives on the relationship 

between empire and mass media. It will argue that European empires were quick 

to adopt new media technologies in the twentieth century as part of a global 

public relations campaign to revitalise the popular image of colonial rule, most 

prominently in Africa and South Asia. However, if the late-colonial media 

machine was impressive in its scope and innovation, in practice it did as much to 

empower anti-colonial subversion as it did to tighten the grip of colonial regimes 

on their subject peoples.  
 

Historians of colonialism and media have traditionally foregrounded 

newspapers and their elite, literate audiences. Broadcasting Colonialism will 

complement and problematise this history by showcasing recent research on 

other, non-textual forms of media in the colonial world and their much larger 

audiences. While colonial regimes tended to subject newspapers to tight control 

and censorship, the control of radio and television – used as much for 

entertainment as news – was more haphazard. The history of broadcasting 

therefore sheds new light on the degree to which contestation and subversion 

were tolerated, ignored or overlooked by colonial authorities in the public 

sphere.  
 

The contributions to the volume will demonstrate that colonial officials were 

fascinated by the power of broadcasting as a tool of political control and its 

potential to project a high-tech vision of colonial rule as modern and permanent. 

Paradoxically, this often went hand-in-hand with an ethnographic impetus to 

salvage, promote and curate `traditional' culture, music and stories. But 

broadcast media proved unreliable servants of colonial rule in three ways. First, 

individual broadcasters managed to exercise considerable freedom and even 

engaged in subversion, especially in vernacular language broadcasting. Second, 

the colonial media machine was undermined by the cross-border flow of illicit 

media, most obviously in the form of anti-colonial or counter-cultural radio 

stations. And third, audiences proved to be unpredictable and critical consumers 

of mass media who were less malleable than colonial authorities had hoped. 

mailto:martin.boston@csus.edu
mailto:mmilan@boydell.co.uk
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Indeed, in some localities the broadcast media served as much to undermine as 

to prolong empire. At independence, broadcasting became the primary medium 

of nation-building but decolonisation of the mass media proved to be a tricky 

business thanks to continuities in personnel, the entrenched influence of cultural 

norms established in the colonial period, and a reliance on training and 

equipment from former colonial powers under the auspices of development aid. 
 

The volume will make two original interventions. First, it argues that electronic 

broadcast technologies shaped the late-colonial world as much as print media 

and in different ways. Second, the volume takes a transnational approach to a 

subject that is dominated by local studies and pulls together research across two 

global regions. It reveals that the newness of broadcast technologies led colonial 

broadcasters to emulate and adapt innovations across borders in a connected 

global moment that had a profound legacy on the post-colonial media landscape 

in Africa, South Asia and beyond. 
 

The editors – Dr Peter Brooke (Oxford/Johannesburg) and Professor Chandrika 

Kaul (St Andrews) – invite proposals for contributions to a collected volume on 

the history of broadcasting in the colonial world. Chapters should be 6,000-8,000 

words in length and may address any aspect of broadcasting in Africa and/or 

South Asia during the colonial period, or the colonial legacy in the post-

independence era. Comparative or transnational studies are particularly 

welcome. The deadline for chapters will be in late 2025. Interested authors should 

submit a title, a 300-500 word summary of their proposed chapter and a CV by 

1st December 2024. Please send submissions to Emma Davies: 

events@africa.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

News 
 

The Harry Frank Guggenheim African Fellow Awards 

The Harry Frank Guggenheim African Fellow Awards (formerly the Harry Frank 

Guggenheim Young African Scholars) recognize emerging African scholars 

studying aspects of violence on or directly related to the African continent. 
 

Every two years, the Foundation selects a cohort of Harry Frank Guggenheim 

African Fellows.  Approximately a dozen emerging scholars are recognized for 

projects judged to be of high quality and closely relevant to the Foundation’s 

interest in violence.  
 

The Foundation welcomes proposals for the African Fellow Awards from any of 

the social and natural sciences or allied disciplines that promise to increase 

understanding of the causes, manifestations, and control of violence and 

aggression. Highest priority is given to research that can increase understanding 

and amelioration of urgent problems of violence and aggression in the modern 

world. The proposed project must relate directly to the African continent. 
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The Foundation is interested in violence related to many subjects, including, but 

not limited to, the following: war, crime, Terrorism, Family and intimate-partner 

relationships; climate instability and natural resource competition; racial, ethnic, 

and religious conflict; and political extremism and nationalism. 
 

The Foundation supports research that investigates the basic mechanisms in the 

production of violence, but primacy is given to proposals that make a compelling 

case for the relevance of potential findings for policies intended to reduce these 

ills. Likewise, historical research is considered to the extent that it is relevant to a 

current situation of violence. Examinations of the effects of violence are 

appropriate for a proposal only if a strong case can be made that these outcomes 

serve, in turn, as causes of future violence. 
 

Fellowships are offered to individual scholars for a period of two years. The 

African Fellow Awards include an in-person methods workshop on the African 

continent, fieldwork research grants of $10,000 each, mentoring from senior 

African and Africanist scholars, sponsorship at an international conference to 

present research findings, and editorial and publication assistance through a 

writing workshop geared to support and prepare scholars to write for and 

submit to international peer-reviewed journals and other outlets for their 

research. 
 

Applicants for the fellowship may be citizens of any African country. They must 

be aged 40 or younger, currently enrolled in an accredited Ph.D. programme at 

an African higher-education institution, and living on the continent. Applications 

for 2025-2026 will open in December 2024 and close on 1st March 2025: 

https://www.hfg.org/african-fellows/ 
 

 

 

Obituaries and Appreciations 
 

Jan Kees van Donge was an astute observer of everyday life in Zambia, 

Tanzania, and Malawi, where he conducted research, taught, and lived for much 

of his career, as well as in England, the Netherlands (where he was born), and 

Papua New Guinea where he also worked for prolonged periods. With his 

capacity to notice, question, and illuminate what was right in front of him, he 

inspired many students, meanwhile teaching them his art of observation. A letter 

to his friend, historian and poet Landeg White, provides a striking example: in 

the early 1990s. Jan Kees often travelled by public transport between Blantyre, 

where he lived, and Zomba, where he lectured in political science and public 

administration at Chancellor College. Not needing to pay attention to the road 

(he never got a driving licence), Jan Kees was in the habit of observing and 

talking to his fellow bus passengers, as he did that evening when a group of men 

dressed in conspicuous pink and purple uniforms got on the bus. Who were 

https://www.hfg.org/african-fellows/
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they, where were they going? As if they were in the know about Jan Kees’ 

inquisitive nature, the men asked him to solve strange riddles so as to hide their 

true identity. ‘Who travels without travelling to?’ and ‘Who counts up instead of 

counting down?’ The men were detainees, it appeared, freed on the occasion of 

dictator Kamuzu Banda’s successful brain surgery in South Africa. Held for 

many years without trial, the men were set free, but without any supports. They 

faced a highly uncertain future. Jan Kees wrote about it to his friend, who had 

worked in Malawi a decade earlier. White developed it into the poem ‘Update 

from a distant friend’ (published in: White, L. (1999) South, Cemar). 

 

With an MA in political science and public administration from the Free 

University Amsterdam, Jan Kees took a job as a lecturer in the department of 

public administration at the University of Zambia in 1971, where he would stay 

for eight years. Starting his own research in eastern Zambia, he immersed himself 

in the studies of the Rhodes-Livingstone Institute (RLI). Despite his very different 

disciplinary background, he must have felt an instant closeness to the 

observational approach of these social anthropologists. Reading the studies of 

Max Gluckman, Jaap van Velsen, William Watson, Norman Long, and others, he 

felt that these studies ‘really convey how people in Central Africa live and feel 

about life’ (van Donge, 1985). For Jan Kees, social science meant finding out 

about people’s lives: ‘I do not doubt the usefulness of theoretical concerns, but 

discussions about the reproduction of labour in pre-capitalist formations, for 

example, can make us forget that actual sexuality is involved’ (van Donge, 1985). 

Jan Kees embraced the empirical approach of the Manchester School at a time 

when it was not yet fashionable to see the value in studies written during the 

colonial era. Having lived in Zambia, England, and Tanzania, Jan Kees 

represented a British research tradition when he was invited by Norman Long to 

come and teach at Wageningen University in the Netherlands in 1989 (he stayed 

for only three years). He was awarded his doctorate by Wageningen University 

in 1993, with the publication of his thesis Trapped in Decline: A sociological analysis 

of economic life in Mgeta, Uluguru Mountains, Tanzania. In Wageningen, and later, 

Jan Kees was one of the foremost proponents of the Manchester methodological 

tradition. While other social scientists were busy detecting class formation in 

rural Africa, debating actor–structure oppositions, or exploring ‘quasi-objects’ 

and ‘critical passage points’, Jan Kees inspired his students to observe and write 

(extended) case studies and situational analysis. And he succeeded. 
 

Jan Kees’ scholarship and teaching abilities are perhaps best illustrated by how 

he directed his students to specific literature. He could tell you: ‘Please look for a 

book review of … in the Journal of Southern African Studies of 1978, issue number 3 

or 4. It is on a lefthand page. What the author writes there is perhaps interesting 

for what you want to argue’. Such suggestions were, as a rule, spot on. They 

illustrate not merely how well-read Jan Kees was in African studies, political 

science, development studies, and economic anthropology, but above all his 
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attitude to teaching and supervision; always generously trying to assist his 

students in finding their own perspective. He also did this by letting you talk 

about what you read and, especially, what you had observed. Asking seemingly 

innocuous questions, he could throw your carefully constructed argument off 

centre and then help you to elevate your work into something more interesting 

and important than you could have foreseen. Such conservations would, 

however, never result in a co-authored publication; as a student you would find 

co-authorship more than logical, but Jan Kees would not have it. Consequently, 

his contribution to the writings of his students can be gleaned only from the 

acknowledgements in those publications. 
 

Jan Kees was a prolific writer on his own account as well. In addition to an 

extensive correspondence with his international network of academic friends, he 

published more than 30 single-authored articles in African and development 

studies journals and several reports and books/book chapters, including an 

annotated bibliography of Zambia in the World Biographical Series. Perhaps 

most remarkable are the more than 100 book reviews that he wrote over the 

course of his career.  

 

Jan Kees wrote many thousands of pages. This outpouring of intellectual activity 

may suggest a Calvinist work ethic, but work for Jan Kees was never a goal in 

itself, to be pursued mindlessly. He considered work first and foremost as a 

meaningful activity that helps to lay bare society’s structures of significance, and, 

as part of that, work was a pleasure. Work and the private intermingled, 

therefore. We have fond memories of preparing for trips together to a concert 

hall or a museum, or enjoying a beer in a bar, or watching Jan Kees prepare a fine 

meal for us at home (he was a gifted chef), meanwhile talking about the real 

problems of our times, and how to make sense of them in our writing. Talking 

with Jan Kees was rarely idle talk; he brought a focus and a warmth into any 

conversation that would stimulate further reflection and deeper thinking in an 

attempt to grapple with society’s follies. Jan Kees continued to be a productive 

academic right until the end when his body failed him. Our thoughts remain 

with Aafke, his partner for many decades.  

Jens Andersson, Joost Beuving and Edwin Rap, The Netherlands 

 

 

Jane I. Guyer: extraordinary scholar and institution builder of African studies 

Internationally renowned Africanist anthropologist and academic institution 

builder Jane Isabel Guyer died in Davis, California on January 17, 2024 from 

complications from dementia. Born on New Year’s Eve in 1943, she had just 

turned 80. Jane is survived by her husband Bernie and their three children Sam, 

Nathan, and Kate; five grandchildren; many other family members; and legions 

of friends and admirers throughout the world. A brilliant and accomplished 

academic, Jane taught at the University of North Carolina, Harvard, Boston 
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University, Northwestern, and Johns Hopkins, retiring in 2015. I describe some 

highlights of her career, especially as I knew her in her roles here at 

Northwestern as director of our Programs of African Studies and Professor of 

Anthropology from 1994-2001, and why she became such a revered leader and 

cherished friend to so many.  
 

Jane was born in Scotland, where her father was stationed in the Royal Navy 

during World War II. The second of four children of Walter and Isabel Mason, 

she grew up near Liverpool, and trained in sociology at the London School of 

Economics, earning first class honors in 1965. Marrying American student 

Bernard Guyer, she moved to the US with him, and earned a Ph.D in 

anthropology in 1972 at the University of Rochester, where he had enrolled in 

medical school. Eventually she attained dual citizenship and converted from her 

family’s “low church” Anglicanism to Bernie’s Judaism.  
 

For Jane’s middle-class university-educated parents, the devastation wreaked by 

the Great Depression and two world wars had sharply curtailed their career 

prospects. And yet, as was true for so many of that generation, these experiences 

seemed to harden their determination that their children would not face such 

restrictions. Both Jane and her older brother Tim, a Marxist social historian of 

Nazi Germany at Oxford, went on to become internationally distinguished 

academics. Their no less talented younger sister Elizabeth, by contrast, seemed to 

take freedom in the opposite direction: into deep, contemplative prayer and 

seclusion. Elizabeth converted to Catholicism and entered the Carmelite 

Monastery at Quidenham (Norfolk). By chance, another Quidenham resident at 

the time was Sister Wendy Beckett, the nun who the BBC had lured, most 

improbably, out of the convent during the 1990s and thrust, still clad in her 

severe habit, out onto the international stage of art history TV commentary fame. 

Unlike the case of Sister Wendy’s public moments, however, Elizabeth’s 

interactions with representatives of the outside world, even those with her sister 

Jane, had to transpire across a barrier within the convent.  
 

Childhood memories of destruction in England and a sense of the need to fortify 

social institutions and repertoires of knowledge to secure the future seem to 

inspire Jane’s lifelong interests in economic transformation in places like Africa: 

farming, trade, the creation of wealth and currencies, the division of labor, the 

impact of devaluation and structural adjustment policies, and the interface 

between informal and formal economies. Rejecting interpretations of African 

practices as mired in farming and trading tradition, her meticulously 

documented works revealed a picture of African societies’ constant engagement 

with novelty, and on every conceivable economic frontier. Never far from sight 

was a fascination with spiritualist phenomena, especially those in economic life: a 

paradoxical combination she captured in an evocative phrase, “the mystiques 

and the modes of life” (“Prophesy and the Near Future…” American Ethnologist, 

2007). But it was her interest in how people make a living in times of precarity 
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that constantly led her to trace intellectual engagements through which past and 

recent economic life have been addressed. 
 

Jane’s vast and profound contributions to these questions have been hailed as 

among the most seminal contributions to all of Africanist scholarship as well as 

to economic and social anthropology in general. Her books themselves became 

the subjects of special scholarly seminars and volumes.  Especially this was so 

with her most acclaimed book, Marginal Gains: Monetary Transactions in Atlantic 

Africa (2004), based on her 1997 Lewis Henry Morgan Lectures at the University 

of Rochester.  Bearing down on her enduring interests in value and wealth, the 

book cast a wide look across the last several centuries in Atlantic Africa. It 

showed that the character of value itself, which gave meaning to wealth – 

perpetually recreated and improvised through dynamics of composition, scale, 

multiplicity, repertoires, thresholds, and conversions – held rich sources of 

insight into how people had adapted during the turbulence of the last several 

centuries, and how they look to the future.  
 

By the early 1990s, Jane began to speak of broader responsibilities to help foster 

institutional support for innovative work in African scholarship across longer 

views of often-erratic university funding. Her commitment to this can be seen 

throughout her writings, but nowhere more urgently than in a 1996 national 

report that she wrote for the Ford Foundation and the US African Studies 

Association, on the perilous state of African studies in the United States, where 

cold-war era federal support for area studies and foreign language training had 

been drying up. In her 1996 report, African Studies in the United States: A 

Perspective (https://archive.org/details/africanstudiesin0000guye), not only, she 

observed, was Africa being sidelined in development planning as a “special case” 

of poverty and stagnation; it was being cast as a threat to the rest of the world’s 

otherwise optimistic economic future. Such assessments, she charged, failed to 

observe the robust inventiveness and “originalities” long documented in the 

African historical record. The attention that this visionary report gained 

dramatically increased her scholarly profile in the US; it also heightened her own 

sense of the potentials to be gained in building wider institutional resources for 

ensuring a steady flow of first-rate collaborations and research on Africa.  
 

In 1993, Northwestern University offered her a chance to experiment with her 

institution-building ideas, as director of its Program of African Studies (PAS), 

with a faculty base in anthropology (1994-2001). The leadership style she began 

to develop seemed to borrow a theme from her own African ethnography, a 

“wealth-in-people” model (Guyer and S. Eno Belinga, “Wealth in People as 

Wealth in Knowledge”; Journal of African History. 1995), in which wealth is built 

by constantly investing in multiple and diverse “configurations” or “repertoires” 

of skill, knowledge, and social connection. Each new achievement or relationship 

attained by this careful nurture in turn became capable of generating new wealth 

in knowledge, capacities and connections. What, she mused to me once, would 

https://archive.org/details/africanstudiesin0000guye
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PAS members’ most compelling ideas —the ones they stayed awake at night 

thinking about—look like if they could be blown up to their greatest potential?  
 

It was this model, what Jane called her “federalist” model of institution building, 

giving the initiative to participants, that most began to define how she 

experimented with leadership. Knowing we all had worlds outside of 

Northwestern whose configurations made us unique, Jane’s genius was to exploit 

the synergies that these ties could bring. Our job was to bring both our best ideas 

and our scholarly worlds into PAS; hers was to move PAS resources and her own 

energies into position behind them, helping to intellectually energize them and 

obtain outside funding for them. Her generosity and enthusiasm on our behalf 

knew no bounds. She spent hours reading and commenting on endless drafts of 

our papers, book chapters, grants, and dissertations – always with rigor and 

insight. Whether via comments or co-authorships, or in late night phone 

conversations, she “embedded” herself with us, helping to bring together those 

fleeting moments when a new idea might burst into view. Her scholarly 

brilliance and her generosity were was so big, they lifted our work far beyond its 

original moorings, and set it into worlds of significance we had never envisioned. 

Indeed, the results of most of Jane’s efforts here, whether measured in time or in 

direct personal engagement, arguably did not appear on her own CV at all. 

Rather, they appeared on those of others = where they continue to multiply.  
 

Beside her work with PAS itself, Jane’s most important institutional success with 

this model was what became PAS’ Institute for the Study of Islamic Thought in 

Africa (ISITA): then, and now, the only research institute in North America 

specifically devoted to the study of Islam in Africa. Given the luminous faculty 

experts on the subject who were already in place, and the presence of one of the 

world’s greatest library collections in the field, ideas for such an enterprise had 

long been discussed. But it was under Jane’s leadership – her coaxing, wheedling, 

energy – that the reality of the ideas and the funding finally came together. Since 

then, ISITA has helped make Northwestern and its international collaborators as 

an international hub of research collaboration, publication, programming, and 

teaching in the field of Islam in Africa.  
 

Viewed with awe throughout the university and beyond, her efforts made 

fiercely committed “Jane” fans of us all. 
 

Among her many honors and recognitions: Jane was elected to the US National 

Academy of Sciences (2008) and the American Academy of Arts & Sciences 

(2009). In 2012, the US African Studies Association named her its Distinguished 

Africanist of the year, for her lifetime of outstanding scholarship on and service 

to the field. In addition, she was awarded an honorary chieftaincy by the town of 

Idere, where she had conducted much of her Nigerian field work. She served on 

numerous US and international advisory committees. Among them: an NAS 

study group on Adolescent Fertility in Sub-Saharan Africa (1993), an advisory 
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group to the World Bank and the Chad and Cameroon governments for the Chad 

Cameroon Petroleum Development and Pipeline Project (2001–09), the board and 

executive committee of the African Studies Association (2006–09), and the NAS-

sponsored Lost Crops of Africa (2006-2008). To all these external roles, which she 

called “public service,” she brought enthusiasm, the highest standards of 

scholarship, and penetrating insights that could fundamentally reshape an entire 

project.  
 

Despite her enthusiastic embrace of family and professional life in the US, Jane 

retained close ties with the UK, where she was often invited for talks and to 

receive numerous honors. And reminders of old British ways could suddenly 

appear in humbling ways. On a trip to Cambridge in 2016, where (as her 

husband Bernie tells the story) she had been invited to give the Frazer Lecture, 

the UK’s most esteemed lecture in all social anthropology, she was met at 

Porter’s Lodge, King’s College, by a surprised porter. “One would have thought 

that the professor would be a gentleman!,” he declared.  Then, as if one deflating 

moment were not enough on this pinnacle-of-scholarly-success occasion:  After 

the lecture, which Jane believed had gone well, people lined up, as per tradition, 

to speak to the distinguished scholar.  As she worked through the queue, 

however, she began to notice a man she did not recognize hovering at the 

end.  Her nervousness increased as he approached: He must, she decided, be an 

expert on the topic, waiting to pounce on some devastative logical error she had 

made.  Instead, it was her accent he needed to establish: “Liverpool, isn’t it?”  
 

Jane will be best remembered for the extraordinary commitment and generosity 

with which she sought to promote a huge spectrum of the best of Africanist 

scholarship throughout the world by investing so much of her time and her own 

scholarly brilliance to enhance the careers of others and to secure the future of 

studies of Africa.  

Caroline Bledsoe, Professor Emerita of Anthropology at  

Northwestern University 

 

 
 

Note to Contributors 
 

Send items for inclusion in the January 2025 Newsletter by 31st December 2024 to the editr, Dr 

Simon Heap: effaheap@aol.com  
 

Any opinions expressed are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the 

ASAUK.  

Check the website: www.asauk.net  


