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     NEWSLETTER 

 
  

Volume 31 Number 119 April 2025 

 
 

ASAUK 2026 Conference Update 

 

We are pleased to announce that preparations for the 2026 ASAUK Conference in 

Durham are well underway. The conference will take place from 9th-12th September 

2026 at the Teaching and Learning Unit at Durham University, a venue that perfectly 

suits our needs with its 496-seat and 246-seat tiered lecture theatres, 13 versatile flat-

space rooms for parallel sessions, and an open floor space that will accommodate 500 

delegates for catering and exhibitor displays. 
 

Following our highly successful gathering at Oxford Brookes University in 2024, we've 

recognised the significant desire among our community to continue meeting in person. 

The ASAUK 2026 conference aims to build on this momentum, creating spaces that 

foster meaningful academic exchange, networking opportunities, and the spontaneous 

conversations that emerge when scholars convene in a shared physical space. Our ethos 

centres on accessibility, intellectual engagement, and community building within 

African studies across disciplines and career stages. 
 

Durham provides an ideal backdrop for our academic community, with its UNESCO 

World Heritage site featuring the Norman cathedral and castle overlooking the River 

Wear. The compact city layout ensures easy access to venues, accommodation, and 

cultural attractions including the University's Botanic Garden and Oriental Museum. 

For those interested in exploring the region, we plan to offer organised tours to 

significant sites such as Durham Cathedral and Hadrian's Wall. 
 

Accommodation options will include budget-friendly rooms at selected Durham 

Colleges as well as various hotels throughout the city. Our local organising committee 

and conference committee of ASAUK council members are being assembled, while the 

submission portal is being finalised and the call for streams is under development. 
 

We welcome proposals for streams that engage with topics across the broad field of 

African Studies. The formal call for streams will be published in the next ASAUK 

newsletter, so please keep an eye out for this announcement. As preparations continue, 

subsequent updates will provide information about keynote speakers, social events, 

registration fees and deadlines, and travel guidance for international attendees. 
Dr Louisa Uchum Egbunike, ASAUK President 
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Conferences Future. . . 
 

UK 
 

‘Through the Generations: Youth, Ageing and African Studies Collections’, 

SCOLMA Conference 2025, Oxford, 30th June 2025.  

What impact does Africa's growing youth population have on the role of archives & 

libraries that document the continent’s past? You are cordially invited to attend 

SCOLMA’s 2025 to help us answer this question. 
 

We will explore the role of library and archive materials in African Studies in 

understanding generational change and in meeting the opportunities and challenges 

that it brings. How have generational change and the experiences of different 

generations been understood and recorded in the past? How do shifts in technological 

expectations shape how different generations expect to ‘access’ the past? How do 

digital technologies change the balances between written records and oral tradition 

and how can collecting practices adjust accordingly? How can archive or library 

materials be mobilised to be useful in schools and education for different age groups? 
 

A keynote address from Dr Buhle Mbambo-Thata, University of Lesotho, will start our 

day, followed by three panels: 

1. Engaging young people with African history 

2. Digital technology: preservation across the generations 

3. Generations in the archives 

We will close with reflections on priorities and next steps. 
 

Register today and find out more about the SCOLMA 2025 

Conference: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/through-the-generations-youth-ageing-

and-african-studies-collections-tickets-1284404922699  

 

 
INTERNATIONAL 

 

‘African Responses to Global Vulnerabilities: Building Hope for the Future’, 6th 

Biennial Conference of the African Studies Association of Africa (ASAA), 

Universidade de Cabo Verde, Praia, Cape Verde, 24th–27th September 2025. Co-

hosted by the Universidade de Cabo Verde (Uni-CV), the ASAA’s 6th Biennial 

Conference provides a vital platform to engage with Africa's critical challenges and 

explore opportunities for redress. Through collective reflection, inquiry, and 

dialogue, the conference aims to build a collaborative vision for global futures that 

centre Africa in processes of hope-building, resilience, and growth in a complex 

and despairing global landscape. The ASAA2025 conference theme will explore 

how forms and articulations of African agency have shaped our collective 

histories, cohabitation, dignity, knowledge, sovereignty, violence, survival, and 

hopes for imaginaries of better futures. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/through-the-generations-youth-ageing-and-african-studies-collections-tickets-1284404922699
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/through-the-generations-youth-ageing-and-african-studies-collections-tickets-1284404922699
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The organisers are particularly interested in unpacking intersections between the 

past, the present, and the future in tackling challenges of vulnerabilities, 

enunciations of resilience, and expectations of resolution. These processes and 

interventions of hope are oriented towards building individual and collective 

futures not merely of survival but, importantly, of solidarity and collective 

thriving. 
 

This is an extension of the original call for papers, panels and workshops, Abstracts 

up 250 words and 50 word bio by 5th April 2025 via the online form: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1V0hnD5OU0LYHa4jIFFSu6Ly3CCAOFHs55Py

BeI3nP2g/prefill  
 

 

‘Resistance and Resilience: Resource Extraction, Arms Trade, and Militarism in 

Africa and the Global South’, 47th Annual Conference of New York African Studies 

Association (NYASA): An Association for the Study of Africa and its Diaspora And 

The Center for Gender and Intercultural Studies (CGIS), State University of New 

York, Cortland, USA, 7–8th November 2025. The consolidation of democratic rule 

on the African continent has faced significant challenges because of militarisation 

driven or shaped by both internal and external actors. The seeds of this militarism 

were the violent struggles during colonisation and the “Cold War” global interests 

that resulted in hot wars on the continent. For example, independent African 

countries such as Angola fought protracted internal wars shaped and fuelled by 

Cold War geopolitics. On the eve of Africa’s political independence, European 

powers negotiated agreements that allowed them to maintain iron-grip control 

over the security apparatuses of African nations ensuring that African soldiers 

were trained according to Europe’s military doctrines. For instance, The Anglo-

Nigerian Defence Pact of 1960 and the Franco-Ivorian Defence Agreement of 1961 

had provisions for both military training and the presence of British military bases 

in Nigeria and French military bases in Côte d’Ivoire. 
 

In the post-9/11 period, the United States sought to expand its military footprint 

on the continent under the guise of fighting terrorism and narco-trafficking. 

According to United States Africa Command (AFRICOM) spokesperson John 

Manley in 2020, the US has an archipelago of 15 “enduring locations” and 12 less-

permanent “contingency locations” in Africa. In addition to officially recognized 

bases such as Camp Lemonnier situated next to Djibouti–Ambouli International 

Airport, the US also has secret military outposts across the continent, often in 

disregard of the sovereignty of African nations. 
 

Not to be outranked on the continent is China’s growing military influence. In 

2017, China established its first military base in Africa in Djibouti, near Camp 

Lemonnier, to support its regional naval operations. China as well as Russia are 

significant suppliers of military arms to the continent. Once again, the heightened 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1V0hnD5OU0LYHa4jIFFSu6Ly3CCAOFHs55PyBeI3nP2g/prefill
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1V0hnD5OU0LYHa4jIFFSu6Ly3CCAOFHs55PyBeI3nP2g/prefill
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interests of the different Superpowers on the continent are turning Africa into a 

proxy battleground, similar to the former Cold War dynamics.  
 

The militarisation of the continent has severe consequences. It has destabilised and 

continues to destabilize many nations creating economic hardships thereby 

spurring both internal migrations and the migration of African people to Europe, 

the United States, Israel, Asia, and other locations. These foreign interventions 

along with continuing conflicts on the continent enable the untaxed extraction of 

African resources, the undermining of local leadership, and the erosion of both 

African democratic institutions and democratic aspirations. 
 

NYASA: Association for the Study of Africa and its Diaspora invites scholars, 

researchers, and practitioners to submit abstracts for papers and panels for this 

conference. Working under a broad definition of ‘militarism’ that includes not only 

the above but also militaristic aspects in news reports, propaganda, literature, film, 

immigration, gender roles, class distinctions, health, technology, and all other 

areas of life and culture, this conference aims critically to examine the effects of 

militarism’s historical, political, economic, and social dimensions in Africa and the 

Global South on democracy, sovereignty, human security, and other areas 

important to Africa today and tomorrow. Abstracts up to 300 words and a 150 

word bio by 31st August 2025 via the conference website: www.nyasacortland.org 

 

 

 

Theses Recently Accepted at UK Universities 
 

Lord Aikins Adusei (2024), ‘An Island of Peace in an Ocean of Turbulence? The 

Case of Land Guards in Ghana’, Ph.D thesis, SOAS, University of London; 

Supervisor: Professor Zoe Marriage; https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41506/ 

 

Ayisha Ahmed (2025), ’Reforming Education and Reforming Subjects: Education 

Reform and Students’ Aspirations in a Senior High School in Ghana’, Ph.D thesis, 

SOAS, University of London. Supervisor: Professor Marloes Jansen; 

https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/43245/  

 

Alban Pablo Mas Aparisi (2024), ‘Coffee Makers: How Politics, Economics, and 

Evidence Shaped Coffee Policy in Ethiopia, 1950-2018’, Ph.D thesis, SOAS, 

University of London. Supervisor: Professor Christopher Cramer; 

https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/42645/  

 

Audu Bulama Bukarti (2024), ‘Evaluating Boko Haram’s War Within the Islamic 

Legal Framework’, Ph.D thesis, SOAS, University of London. Supervisor: 

Professor Mashood Baderin; https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/43031/  

 

 

http://www.nyasacortland.org/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41506/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41506/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41506/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/43245/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/42645/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/42645/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/42645/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/43031/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/43031/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/43031/
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Mary-Anne Victoria Decatur (2024), ‘Complementary and Disparate: 

Conceptualising Female and Male Genital Cutting in Northern Tanzania’, Ph.D 

thesis, SOAS, University of London. Supervisor: Dr Kostas Retsikas; 

https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41259/  

 

Alhagi Manta Drammeh (2024), ‘United Kingdom Interventions in Africa: 

Constructivist Cosmopolitan Foreign Policy Analysis’, 'Ph.D thesis, University of 

South Wales. Supervisors: Professor Christian Kaunert and Dr Joana Lopes de  

Deus Pereira;  

https://pure.southwales.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/28269816/PhD_Alhagi_Dram

mah_July24.pdf  

 

Catarina Inverso (2024), ‘From War to Peace as Conflict Goes On: Displacement 

and State Making During South Sudan’s 2013-2020 Conflict’, Ph.D thesis, SOAS, 

University of London. .Supervisor: Professor Zoe Marriage; 

https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41459/  

 

Emre Kaliskan (2024), ‘Turkey as Middle Power, Weak State: The Influence of Turkish 

Islamist Movements in Turkey's Sub-Saharan Africa Policy’, D.Phil. thesis, University 

of Oxford. .Supervisor: Professor Louise Fawcett. 

 

Hisae Kato (2024), ‘Rural Labour Regimes in North Kordofan: Work, Family, and 

Categorical Violence in Sudan’, Ph.D thesis, SOAS, University of London. 

Supervisor: Professor Christopher Cramer; https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/43106/   

 

Tonny Kukeera (2024), ‘Rethinking Private Sector Approaches to Off-Grid 

Electrification: The Case of Uganda’, D.Phil. thesis, University of Oxford. Supervisors: 

Dr Aoife Brophy and Professor Malcolm McCulloch; 

https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:224a6b43-a7be-4544-b78e-a222f0093401  

 

Rodiat Yetunde Lawal (2024) ‘China's Outward Infrastructure Investment in 

Africa’, Ph.D thesis. SOAS, University of London. Supervisor: Professor Hong Bp;  

https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41888/  

 

Jinjian Li (2024), ‘Translation as Decolonization: Nyerere, the Bible and 

Shakespeare’, Ph.D thesis. SOAS, University of London. Supervisor: Professor 

Wen-Chin Ouyang; https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41565/  

 

Laurie Anna Catharina Lijnders (2024), ‘Mothering Against Asylum and Border 

Regimes: Eritrean Women’s Navigations of Settler Colonial Israel and Beyond’, 

Ph.D thesis, SOAS, University of London. Supervisor: Dr Tania Tribe; 

https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41340/  

 

https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41259/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41259/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41259/
https://pure.southwales.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/28269816/PhD_Alhagi_Drammah_July24.pdf
https://pure.southwales.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/28269816/PhD_Alhagi_Drammah_July24.pdf
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41459/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41459/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41459/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/43106/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/43106/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/43106/
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:224a6b43-a7be-4544-b78e-a222f0093401
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41888/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41888/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41888/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41565/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41565/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41565/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41340/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41340/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41340/
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Seamus Nevin (2024), ‘The Rhodes to Home Rule: Irish Nationalism and Imperial 

Federation (1867-1998)’, D.Phil. thesis, University of Oxford. Supervisor: Professor Ian 

McBride; https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:925c83bc-d65c-4c4b-8c90-502a6d508d64  

 

Nwamaka Chidera Ogbonna (2024), ‘Knowledge Transfer and Entrepreneurship in 

Industrial Hubs in Nigeria’, D.Phil. thesis, University of Oxford. Supervisor: Dr Xiaolan 

Fu; https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:cca74d36-86d8-4927-97db-

538838d6bfd8/files/dq811kk486  

 

Natashja Rupesinghe (2024), ‘Community Responses to Jihadist Mobilisation in Central 

Mali’, D.Phil. thesis, University of Oxford. Supervisor: Professor Stathis Kalyva; 

https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:61891d72-a574-4f16-a7a1-e21efd252cd4  

 

Johannes Wagner (2024), ‘Policy Design and Professional Service Delivery Performance 

of Drinking Water Services in Rural Mali’, D.Phil. thesis, University of Oxford. 

Supervisors: Professor Rob Hope and Dr Johanna Koehler; 

https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:46c7f300-9cc6-4964-aedd-a584f07d8833  

 

Khadija Nda Yakubu (2024), ‘Governance and Security In Africa: Beyond The 

State: Non-State Actors and Security in Nigeria: A Case of Yen Kato Da Gora in 

Kaduna Urban Area’, Ph.D thesis, SOAS, University of London. Supervisor:  

Professor Christopher Cramer; https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41828/  

 

 

Recent Publications 
 

Sharad Chari (2024), Apartheid Remains. Duke University Press, 496pp, 97814780304, 

£25.99; https://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/9781478030416/apartheid-remains/  
 

Béatrice Hibou and Mohamed Tozy (2025), Weaving Political Time in Morocco: The 

Imaginary of the State in the Neoliberal Age. Hurst, 424pp, 9781805262794, £27. 
 

Nicholas Kerr (2024), Engaging Electoral Commissions and Democratization in Africa: 

Everyday Production of Democratic Legitimacy. Oxford University Press, 384pp, 

9780198895367, £108 (hardback). 
 

Alemseged Tesfai (2025), An African People’s Quest for Freedom and Justice: A Political 

History of Eritrea. Hurst, 536pp, 9781911723790, £37.50. 
 

Tycho Van Der Hoog (2025), Comrades Beyond the Cold War: North Korea and the Liberation 

of Southern Africa. Hurst, 368pp, 9781805262787, £25. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:925c83bc-d65c-4c4b-8c90-502a6d508d64
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:cca74d36-86d8-4927-97db-538838d6bfd8/files/dq811kk486
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:cca74d36-86d8-4927-97db-538838d6bfd8/files/dq811kk486
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:61891d72-a574-4f16-a7a1-e21efd252cd4
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:46c7f300-9cc6-4964-aedd-a584f07d8833
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41828/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41828/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41828/
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/41828/
https://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/9781478030416/apartheid-remains/


 ASAUK Newsletter No. 119 7 

Call for Papers: Climate Change Resilience in Africa 

The call is for research papers based on the politics of climate change resilience in Africa. 

Research papers may be based on case studies of local African communities, trade 

unions, national governments; and regional or continental institutions that are 

responding to climate change on the continent. Papers will contribute to a special 

collection in the Global Social Challenges Journal. 
 

This special collection is particularly interested in contributions from, and/or reflecting 

case studies in North, West and East Africa. The special collection is inspired by two 

panels that were convened at the ASAUK conference in 2024. The panels were based 

on the topic, Climate Change Resilience and Ideologies, which had the following summary. 
 

Climate change is undeniable, globally. Cyclones, wildfires and other catastrophes 

are forcing governments to reckon with the (un) sustainability of the systems that 

they have built for their populations. However, the move towards climate change 

resilience on the African continent is not without its challenges.  
 

Climate Change Resilience in Africa seeks to understand the multidimensional 

aspects of climate change resilience policies in African countries. Firstly, the 

politics of climate change resilience is fraught with ideological battles around 

decarbonisation for African countries whose resources and minerals have been 

ruthlessly extracted to profit industrialisation processes in the global north. As 

such, African countries are sceptical about methodologies for decarbonisation, 

which will change their already struggling economies. Secondly, the policymaking 

around climate change resilience relies on the skills, institutions and political will 

of bureaucrats to be successful. Can policymaking abilities be improved or 

hindered through the need to generate climate resilient policies? Finally, 

governance on the African continent is often weak, owing to a number of 

administrative, structural and political problems.  
 

The one certainty around governance on the continent is that it is reactive to 

problems arising. This is demonstrated through decentralisation reforms (1980s–

1990s) and the theory about pockets of effectiveness. Therefore, how will climate 

change resilience impact governance on the continent? What are the links between 

resource extraction and governance for African citizens. 
 

To discuss possible papers, contact Dr Thokozani Chilenga-Butao, Department of 

Political Science, Witwatersrand University, South Africa: 

thokozani.chilenga1@wits.ac.za  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:thokozani.chilenga1@wits.ac.za
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Call for Papers: Comparative Analysis of Human Trafficking in Africa, Latin 

America, and the Caribbean 

Human Trafficking is not a new phenomenon. It is inhumane and includes many 

types of forced movements and imprisonment within national and across 

international borders for perverse sexual activities, prostitution, forced labor, 

domestic servitude, child soldiering, and the harvesting of body organs. 

Significantly, most victims of human trafficking have been women and children. 

This proposed volume, therefore, seeks to provide an understanding of Human 

Trafficking in Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean by systematically 

comparing the incidences, causes, and consequences and how the law and 

institutions deal with this ever-expanding human and societal cruelty. Although 

there is growing media coverage and an expanding academic literature on the 

subject, most do not provide a multiregional perspective or understanding of this 

insidious and traumatic phenomenon. 
 

According to the 2019 US Department of State's Trafficking in Persons Report, 

“Each instance of human trafficking takes a common toll; each crime is an affront 

to the basic ideas of human dignity, inflicting grievous harm on individuals, as 

well as on their families and communities.” According to its 2018 Global Report 

on Trafficking in Persons, “There remain significant knowledge gaps related to the 

patterns and flows of trafficking in persons,” and many countries of the world 

“still lack sufficient capacity to record and share data on trafficking in persons.” 

This is so because, for the most part, the activities of human traffickers are 

shrouded in secrecy, and many victims are ashamed to speak publicly for fear of 

retribution or retribution against their family and friends. 
 

In addition, many people do not have a clear understanding of this dangerous and 

alarming atrocity – an atrocity the UN asserts is at a “record high”. No part of the 

world is exempt from these illicit and reprehensible activities being perpetrated by 

a diverse population, including criminal organizations, labor agents, organ 

harvesters, family members, and a web of formal and informal groups and 

individuals often motivated by financial inducements. This comparative study 

examines Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean – a region with shared 

experiences and similar economic and political aspirations – to systematically 

compare human trafficking in terms of its perpetrators, targets, impact, and 

application of domestic laws and internal conventions. 
 

The Editors, Professors Sabella Abidde and Michael Gold-Biss, invite scholars, 

legal professionals, civil society members, and activists to submit chapters that aid 

in our understanding of human trafficking within and across the three regions.  

They have listed a few potential themes, but interested contributors may suggest 

other topics if they fall within the book's scope. Suggested topics include Human 

Trafficking in History; Defining and Theorising Human Trafficking; The Human 

and Economic Cost of Human Trafficking; Globalisation and Human Trafficking; 

Harvesting Human Organs; and Traditions and Cultural Responses;  Case Studies 
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of Human Trafficking; Child Soldiers in The Democratic Republic of The 

Congo/Africa; Sex Tourism; Debt Bondage; Human Trafficking at Sea; 

Transnational Responses to Human Trafficking; The African Union and Human 

Trafficking; Human Trafficking and the UN; Social Media and Human Trafficking; 

and Human Rights Groups and Human Trafficking. 
 

300-350 word abstract and a 200 word biography by 15th April 2025 to: 

sabidde@gmail.com and goldbiss@gmail.com Accepted chapters would be due in 

August 2025 and publication is expected in Spring 2026. 
 

 

Call for Papers: Journal of West African History 

The Journal of West African History (JWAH) is a peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary 

research journal dedicated to publishing high-quality scholarship on West African 

history. Positioned at the forefront of new research, JWAH addresses representation 

gaps by fostering critical scholarship on topics such as women and gender, sexuality, 

slavery, oral history, popular and public culture, and religion. The editorial board 

invites submissions that engage diverse topical, theoretical, and methodological 

approaches. Committed to rigorous analysis and international in scope, JWAH offers a 

critical intervention in knowledge production. Each issue includes scholarly book 

reviews, and articles are published in English, French, and Portuguese, with African 

language abstracts. JWAH is published by Michigan State University Press. 
 

The editorial board invites scholars to submit original article-length manuscripts (not 

exceeding 10,000 words including endnotes) accompanied by an abstract that 

summarises the argument and significance of the work. Review essays should engage 

the interpretation, meaning, or importance of an author’s argument for a wider 

scholarly audience. See what we have available for review on our Book Reviews 

page. Please contact our Book Review Editors at mark.deets@aucegypt.edu, 

madina.thiam@nyu.edu, or nkesse@clarku.edu for more information.  
 

Manuscripts submitted to the Journal of West African History should be submitted online 

at https://ojs.msupress.org/index.php/JWAH/submission/wizard. In order to submit an 

article, you will have to create an account. The site will guide you through this process. 
 
 

Call for Papers: Comparative Analysis of Extremist Political Violence in Africa 

and Latin America. 

Edited by Professor Sabella Abidde and Michael Gold-Bis, this volume 

systematically compares all aspects of and issues relating to Extremist Political 

Violence (EPV), which occurs outside the normalised boundaries of the terrorism 

of the Twentieth Century in Africa and Latin America. Both regions have 

similarities dating back to the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, colonialism, and recent 

experiences with authoritarian-hegemonic tendencies. A concerted and systemic 

effort at understanding EPV in these spheres will aid in understanding national 

security, national interest, foreign policy, the rule of law, domestic law and 

mailto:sabidde@gmail.com
mailto:goldbiss@gmail.com
https://jwah.msu.edu/book-reviews/
https://jwah.msu.edu/book-reviews/
mailto:mark.deets@aucegypt.edu
mailto:madina.thiam@nyu.edu
mailto:nkesse@clarku.edu
https://ojs.msupress.org/index.php/JWAH/submission/wizard
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international conventions, governance and institutions, and the role and place of 

these emerging regions within the international system. 
 

These two regions have many parallels regarding their colonial and post-colonial 

experiences. Africa, especially, was noted for its liberation movements, many of 

which were engaged in armed struggle. Moreover, within a decade of 

independence, many African countries were beset by conflicts. EPV, as it is 

currently defined, was rare. What was alien to the continent has now become 

commonplace. EPV groups operating on the continent now include al-Shabaab, 

the Lord's Resistance Army, and Boko Haram. These latter entities engage in 

dramatic and boundary-challenging acts of wanton destruction of lives and 

property hitherto not seen before.  
 

On the other side of the Atlantic Ocean is Latin America. This region was known 

for its assemblage of EPV groups: the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 

(FARC), the National Liberation Army (ELN), and the Shining Path (SL) in Peru. 

While EPV and EPV groups have not been eliminated in the region, the incidence 

of EPV is at its lowest since early 2000. While some groups are moribund, others 

have disbanded. While EPV is rising in Africa, such incidences have notably 

decreased in Latin America. Instead, they have been replaced by criminal gangs 

that have not abandoned their outdated ideological rhetoric but engage in large-

scale organized crime activities that have penetrated all regional states. Some, like 

Ecuador, have their very existence questioned; others, like El Salvador, have 

instituted draconian repressive formulas that question their democratic credentials 

and roots. The region is in a deep crisis of governability and governance. The 

Failing State is becoming the norm in the region. 
 

While all violent activities that take place outside of the realm of the rule of law 

(terrorist or EPV) activities are criminal, not all criminal activities are terrorist or 

EVP. Relatedly, there is the belief that the actions of a state — in pursuit of its 

national security objectives — cannot be considered EPV. This is a fallacy because 

states, in pursuing specific objectives, indeed cause death and destruction. As 

heinous as it may be, State repression, which has the same effect as terror from 

below, only comes from above and can lead to genocidal actions (such as the 

emblematic case of Rwanda), serves several goals – including economic, religious, 

social, and political. At other times, it is a tool for the weak, the oppressed, and the 

exploited to maintain or retain their humanity. This deserves a separate discussion 

and will come later. One of these cases is the chaotic and genocidal case of Sudan. 
 

Increasingly, however – especially since the post-9/11 world – EPV is seen as cruel, 

criminal, and untenable. It is also one of those phenomena that, for the most part, 

has been challenging regarding an exact definition. Nonetheless, there have been 

over a dozen conventions and protocols since 2003 related to states' obligations in 

combating and curtailing terrorism and, by extension, EPV. The Responsibility to 

Protect failed in its mandate and it is possible to see EPV worldwide, but the 
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imperative to save lives still exists in the UN and its charter. The changes and 

attention brought to EPV are championed mainly by the United States (until the 

accession of President Trump to power in 2025, and other members of the 

European Union. The UN highly supports them.  
 

This book offers a comparative assessment of EPV in Africa and Latin America. 

Scholars may offer a panoramic valuation of EPV in both regions and engage in 

cross-country assessment. Also, scholars are encouraged to examine domestic law 

and international conventions, the role of governments, non-governmental 

organizations, and intergovernmental institutions, and probe non-state actors' 

actions in fighting or supporting EPV. While the editorshave listed some topics, 

scholars may suggest other topics so long as their area of interest falls within the 

overall theme of this project. The suggested topics are: Defining and Theorizing 

EPV; Modern Origins of EPV in Africa; An Overview of EPV Groups in Africa and 

Latin America; The Human, Economic, and Environmental Cost of EPV; Domestic 

and Global Networks; The Rise of EPV in Africa; Domestic Laws and International 

Conventions; Financing EPV Organisations; The Media and EPV; Organised 

Crime: Drugs, Weapons, and EPV Organisations; EPV Leaders and their 

Ideologies; Sympathisers and Sponsors of EPV Organisations; Propaganda and 

Publicising EPV Groups; Globalisation and EPV in Africa and Latin America; The 

Apparent Decline of EPV in Africa and Latin America; and The Transformation of 

Terrorism into EPV: Mercenaries, Organised Crime and the Decline of the Global 

Rule of Law. 
 

300-350 word abstract and a 200 word biography by 15th April 2025 to: 

sabidde@gmail.com and goldbiss@gmail.com Accepted chapters would be due in 

August 2025 and publication is expected in Spring 2026. 
 

 

 

News 
 

Arts and Humanities Research Council: Building Equitable Futures Together 

In 2024, the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) attended for the first 

time the ASAUK conference in Oxford. The breadth of arts and humanities 

research showcased, the prominence given to early career researchers and 

emphasis on equitable partnerships was inspiring. Being part of the Africa Charter 

| Perivoli Africa Research Centre session reaffirmed AHRC’s aspirations on 

equitable partnerships. 
 

From June 2024 to March 2025, AHRC funded the Building Equitable Partnerships 

in Africa (BEAP) workshop series through the International Science Partnerships 

Fund. It is working alongside the South America and Southeast Asia (SASA) 

Project as part of AHRC’s wider focus on equitable partnerships in the global 

south. Jointly led by Professor Parvati Raghuram (The Open University, UK), 

Professor Ashley Gunter (University of South Africa), and Dr Wyclife Ong’eta 

mailto:sabidde@gmail.com
mailto:goldbiss@gmail.com
https://parc.bristol.ac.uk/africa-charter/
https://parc.bristol.ac.uk/africa-charter/
https://www.ukri.org/blog/how-can-we-shift-the-power-balance-in-global-research/
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(Kenyatta University), the workshops have been hosted in South Africa by the 

Holocaust and Genocide Centre in Johannesburg and Kenya by the Oasis Peace 

Organisation.  
 

The rights holders and stakeholder workshops provided a unique opportunity to 

learn from lived experiences and reimagine collaborative funding models. Unlike 

conventional workshops, the BEAP initiative embraced African philosophies as its 

guiding principles. The sessions were designed to prioritise traditional African 

ways of learning, including storytelling, dance, and song, fostering an inclusive 

and culturally resonant environment. This approach ensured that knowledge-

sharing remains deeply rooted in local traditions, moving beyond Western-centric 

methodologies. 
 

Dr Jaideep Gupte, Director of Research, Strategy and Innovation, UKRI Arts and 

Humanities Research Council (AHRC) noted: “The workshops organised through 

the BEAP project and the dialogue started between AHRC and in country research 

agencies reaffirm our commitment to equitable long term partnerships across the 

African continent. The demand for research collaboration across the arts and 

humanities is clear, as is the shared desire for inclusive and sustainable 

partnerships which will strengthen research ecosystems.  The co-creation of 

funding agendas and development of pathways for bilateral and multilateral 

collaboration is both exciting and hopeful.” 
 

As part of the AHRC visits to Kenya and South Africa in January 2025, 

introductory meetings were had with National Research Fund Kenya, National 

Research Foundation South Africa, Human Sciences Research Council South 

Africa, National Museums Kenya, DITSONG: Museums of South Africa, 

Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre, Innovate UK, and the Science and 

Innovate Officers based at the British High Commission in Kenya and South 

Africa. The Planet Africa temporary exhibition at National Museums Kenya is also 

worth directing members attention to as it would be great to see this hosted in the 

UK.  
 

AHRC is working through the actions and scoping material from the meetings and 

BEAP project reports as part of planning its next steps for equitable long-term 

partnerships across the African continent. In the meantime, collaboration should 

continue to be facilitated through AHRC’s project co-lead (International) policy 

which allows up to 30% of a project costs to go to one or more international co-

investigators. Collaboration through Horizon Europe is also encouraged and 

national contact points for the funding mechanisms should be contacted for more 

information.  
 

We hope to be at the 2026 ASAUK conference in Durham and look forward to 

further dialogue with ASAUK members about equitable partnerships and funding 

opportunities. Our email address is international@ahrc.ukri.org  
 

https://planet-africa.de/en/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/ahrc/remit-programmes-and-priorities/our-international-partnerships-and-programmes/embedding-international-elements-into-research-proposals/
https://www.gov.uk/business-finance-support/horizon-europe-funding#find-your-uk-national-contact-point-for-advice
mailto:international@ahrc.ukri.org
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Call for applications: African Centre for Career Enhancement & Skills Support 

(ACCESS), University of Leipzig, Germany: Five Ph.D positions, 2025 

ACCESS invites applications for Ph.D scholarships for the second phase of the project 

(2025–2029). Within this period, ten Ph.D grants will be available. The first five 

successful candidates will commence studies in October 2025. As an interdisciplinary 

scheme, ACCESS invites applications from a wide range of disciplines, including 

history, politics, economics, business studies, education, anthropology, human 

geography, information systems, engineering and cognate disciplines. 
 

The ACCESS programme – financed since 2020 by the DAAD (German Academic 

Exchange Service) – analyses the employability of university graduates within the 

African context. It aims to research how graduates in Africa search and find work and 

build up their careers, and to develop and test innovative concepts for employability 

promotion at Higher Education Institutes (HEIs) in Africa. For more information on the 

completed and current projects, visit https://access-centre.org/phd_candidates/. The 

research interests for the second phase include: establishing the impact of global crises 

and shifts on African markets and labour markets, including how African and global 

markets and labour markets interact; new ways of digital work; “brain circulation”; 

university business linkages, and African graduates working abroad. 
 

Successful candidates will be selected through a competitive process from among the 

qualified applicants. A monthly stipend of €1,300 and related travel grants will be paid 

according to DAAD guidelines. Participants will be supported for a maximum of three 

years, within which they will be expected to produce their Ph.D thesis in an appropriate 

subject area. Successful candidates are expected to reside in Leipzig, participate in a 

course programme, and undertake field research in their home country. They will be 

coached and supervised by two academic supervisors: one from Leipzig University and 

the other from a participating partner institution in Africa. Participants will be 

integrated in the programme of the Graduate School Global and Area Studies (GSGAS) 

– for more information, please visit https://recentglobe.uni-leipzig.de/en/graduate-

school/ueber-die-graduate-school-global-and-areastudies In addition, they are 

expected to become members of the Research Academy at Leipzig University.   
 

Requirements 

1. A Master (or equivalent) degree that qualifies for studies in doctoral programmes at 

Leipzig University. 

2. Previous studies in areas such as history, politics, economics, business studies, 

education, anthropology, human geography, information systems, engineering, etc. 

3. A Ph.D topic which is related to the aims of the ACCESS programme. 

4. Be a citizen of Benin, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda, or Tunisia.  
 

Application documents 

1. A certified copy of the Master (or equivalent) degree, including completed and 

official certificates and transcripts of previous university studies (academic records 

which are not in German or in English must be accompanied by English translations).   

https://access-centre.org/phd_candidates/
https://recentglobe.uni-leipzig.de/en/graduate-school/ueber-die-graduate-school-global-and-areastudies
https://recentglobe.uni-leipzig.de/en/graduate-school/ueber-die-graduate-school-global-and-areastudies
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2. A research proposal of not more than 3,500 words which falls into the research areas 

of the programme as outlined. This proposal should include: a tentative title; a brief 

summary of the proposed project (max. 15 lines); the state of the art of research on the 

topic; and a work plan indicating how the project will be completed within a maximum 

of three years; a Curriculum Vitae.; two references, as follows: (a) an academic reference 

from the masters supervisor (mandatory); and (b) an academic or professional reference 

that speaks to the candidate’s competencies and character; evidence of sufficient 

English language skills is required (TOEFL 78% or B2 of the European Reference 

Framework) if the language of instruction at the candidate’s university is not English. 
 

Submit the application documents and the reference letters in one PDF file to the 

ACCESS Coordinator (research) at: edeagu@wifa.uni-leipzig.de under the subject title 

“ACCESS 2025 PhD Scholarships” by 30th April 2025. Shortlisted candidates will be 

interviewed via Zoom. 
 

 

Mapping World Crime Fiction 

Researchers at Monash University and the University of Newcastle, Australia, are 

inviting crime fiction scholars and fans to contribute to their project on world crime 

fiction by participating in an online survey on crime fiction from any region of Africa in 

which they have expertise. 
 

The project is funded by the Australian Research Council (Discovery Project scheme: 

DP240102250) and aims to produce an online map of the historical development of the 

genre around the world. This map will be publicly available and serve as a future 

resource for researchers and fans of this popular genre. 
 

The survey is anonymous and will take between 30 minutes and 1 hour to complete. 

Participants can answer as many or as few questions as they wish. Participants will also 

be offered the opportunity to take part in a follow-up interview. The interview is 

optional, and participants can indicate their willingness to participate in the interview 

in the survey itself. Further details are available in the project's Explanatory Statement.  
 

You can access the survey here: Mapping World Crime Fiction Survey Contributions 

are open until 1st June 2025. 
 

 

Legacies of Biafra, 9 May–4 October 2025 

Iwalewahaus, Wölfelstraße 2, Bayreuth, Germany. Open: Tuesday–Thursday, 12–

4pm, second Saturday of May, 12–5pm and first Saturday of each following 

month, 12–5pm. Admission Free. 

This multi-media exhibition explores the enduring legacy of the Nigeria-Biafra war 

through a powerful collection of artworks that examines both the local and global 

repercussions of this pivotal conflict. As one of the first civil wars in post-

independence Africa, this struggle profoundly shaped international perceptions of 

the continent while fundamentally altering Nigeria's social and political 

mailto:edeagu@wifa.uni-leipzig.de
https://sites.google.com/monash.edu/world-crime-fiction/home
https://sites.google.com/monash.edu/world-crime-fiction/home
https://monashred.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bxAmOaY7zjAllaK
https://drive.google.com/file/d/148P-3GiKSbWbd2J6jOhHMVYu3u4EhGZa/view
https://monashred.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bxAmOaY7zjAllaK
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landscape. The exhibition presents what the Nigerian writer Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adichie calls the "emotional truths" of those who lived through the conflict while 

exploring the spiritual dimensions of post-war healing and reconciliation. 
 

The exhibition features works from the Nigeria Art Society UK (NASUK) artistic 

collective, displayed alongside pieces from the Iwalewahaus collection, archival 

materials, oral testimonies, and a curated selection of short films that capture the 

lived experiences and intimate stories of survival. 
 

The Nigeria-Biafra war (1967-1970) represents a watershed moment in 

contemporary African history, its aftereffects still visible in Nigeria's national 

identity and fragile political structure nearly six decades later. This conflict marked 

a painful rupture in the hopes and aspirations of independence. Through artistic 

expression, the exhibition illuminates the profound human capacity for 

endurance—showcasing not only survival but also imagining what processes of 

spiritual cleansing might look like, envisioning how communities might restore 

harmony to both people and land in the wake of such devastation. 
 

Critically, the exhibition confronts the war's troubling legacies that continue to 

shape Nigeria today: the protracted periods of governmental instability and 

military rule that followed, the ongoing struggle for control of oil resources, and 

the perpetuation of violence against civilians. By creating a contemplative space 

for reflection, the exhibition examines not only the conditions that precipitated the 

conflict—from the damaging legacy of British colonial divide-and-rule policies to 

ethnic tensions—but also offers insights that resonate with contemporary conflicts 

across Africa and the wider world. 
 

The exhibition demonstrates art's capacity to hold space for difficult histories while 

gesturing toward the ongoing work of reckoning with the past and reimagining 

the future. Artists included are: Hassan Aliyu, Titus Agbara, Chike Azuonye, Uzo 

Egonu, Imoesi Imhonigie, MBE, Toni Ndikanwu, Onyema, Offoedu-Okeke, Olu 

Oguibe, Edosa Oguigo, Ade Ogundimu, Uche Okeke. Obi Okigbo, Chinze Ojobo, 

Chinwe Chukuogo Roy, Raymond Soko, Obiora Udechukwu and Chinwe Uwatse. 
 

The exhibition is supported by: Durham University and The Africa Centre. 
Curator: Louisa Uchum Egbunike 

 

 

African Critical Inquiry Programme (ACIP): Ivan Karp Doctoral Research 

Awards 

ACIP is pleased to announce the 2025 Ivan Karp Doctoral Research Awards to 

support African doctoral students in the humanities and humanistic social sciences 

who are enrolled at South African universities and conducting dissertation 

research on relevant topics. Grant amounts vary depending on research plans; the 

maximum award is ZAR 50,000. 
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The awards are open to African postgraduates (regardless of citizenship) in the 

humanities and humanistic social sciences. Applicants must be currently 

registered in a Ph.D programme in a South African university and be working on 

topics related to ACIP’s focus. Awards support doctoral research on topics such as 

institutions of public culture, museums and exhibitions, forms and practices of 

public scholarship, culture and communication, and the theories, histories, and 

systems of thought that shape and illuminate public culture and public 

scholarship.  
 

The closing date for applications is 1st May 2025. For full information about this 

opportunity and how to apply, see the Call for Proposals listed under ‘ACIP 

Opportunities’: http://www.graduateschool.emory.edu/about/special/acip.html  
 

 

African Critical Inquiry Programme: Proposals to Organise a Workshop 

ACIP invites proposals from scholars and/or practitioners in public cultural 

institutions in South Africa to organise a workshop to take place in 2026. ACIP 

seeks to advance inquiry and debate about the roles and practice of public culture, 

public cultural institutions, and public scholarship in shaping identities and 

society in Africa. ACIP Workshops are intended as annual occasions to identify 

and address critical themes, fundamental questions, and pressing practical issues 

concerning public culture. Workshops might focus on notions and issues related 

to publics, visuality, museums and exhibitions, art, performance, representational 

forms, or institutional forms from different methodological, practical, and 

theoretical vantage points. They might examine forms and practices of public 

scholarship and the theories, histories, and systems of thought that shape and 

illuminate public culture and scholarship. Workshops should encourage 

comparative, interdisciplinary, and cross-institutional interchange and reflection 

that brings into conversation public scholarship in Africa, creative cultural 

production, and critical theory. Workshop budgets can be up to the maximum 

award of ZAR 75,000. 
 

Applications may be submitted by experienced scholars and cultural practitioners 

based in universities, museums, and other cultural organizations in South Africa 

who want to create or reinvigorate interdisciplinary, cross-institutional 

engagement and understanding and who are committed to training the next 

generations of scholar-practitioners. Applications may be submitted by a single 

individual or a pair of individuals with different institutional affiliations who 

bring different perspectives, approaches, or specialisations to the proposed 

workshop theme. The closing date is 1st May 2025. For information about how to 

apply, see the Call for Proposals listed under “ACIP Opportunities” on the 

website: http://www.graduateschool.emory.edu/about/special/acip.html  
 

 

 

http://www.graduateschool.emory.edu/about/special/acip.html
http://www.graduateschool.emory.edu/about/special/acip.html
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Obituaries and Appreciations 
 

Professor Bethwell Allan Ogot  

There are African historians, and then there is Professor Bethwell Allan Ogot—a 

towering figure in the discipline, whose intellectual presence loomed as solid and 

enduring as granite. Professor Ogot’s work was not merely an academic pursuit, 

but a profound engagement with the politics of knowledge. At times, and many 

times, he got entangled in the web of ethnic and national discourses that have 

always shaped post-colonial African nations. 
 

By the time of his passing this week, the esteemed scholar had etched his name 

indelibly into the annals of African historiography. At the beginning, he sought to 

study African history. Now, history students, globally, study Ogot —the man, the 

mind, and the profound contours of his thought. Few scholars ascend to such 

towering heights. 
 

As an intellectual force, Professor Ogot fiercely advocated for the decolonisation 

of African history, urging its liberation from the shackles of Eurocentrism. Year 

after year, and with unwavering conviction, he sought to dismantle what he 

termed "the self-satisfied superiority by which the West lays claim to a monopoly 

on the very notions of progress and development." In essence, Prof Ogot sought to 

restore to Africa the agency and grandeur long obscured by colonial narratives. 
 

Born on 3rd August 1929, into the first generation of Christian converts in Gem, 

his father, Paulo Opiche, was a colonial chief whose family played a crucial role in 

the spread of Christianity and literacy in the region. As a young man, fascinated 

by the past, Ogot's intellectual journey took him to Maseno School and then to 

Makerere University where he graduated with top honours. After teaching briefly 

at Kagumo School and then Alliance High School – where he taught in 1954 – 

Professor Ogot flew to Britain for higher education. Among his students at 

Alliance were future luminaries such as Kenneth Matiba, Bethuel Kiplagat and 

Bernard Hinga. 
 

There is a story he always told, and which found space in his autobiography, My 

Footprints on the Sands of Time, that with his teaching salary, he purchased a new 

Ford, an act that aroused the suspicion of colonial authorities. “Suspicious 

colonialists thought I had stolen it,” he wrote in his autobiography. He realised 

this early that some symbols of modernity were, in the colonial imagination, the 

preserve of the Europeans and Asians and that African economic mobility was 

restricted. 
 

At the University of London, Ogot earned his Ph.D in history, where he grappled 

with foundational questions about African historical consciousness. Most 

importantly was the way he placed oral history at the centre of the study of African 

history – retrieving it from the dustbins of anthropology where it had been 

confined. His last book, History as Destiny and History as Knowledge, and his 
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autobiography reflects these enduring inquiries into the origins and trajectories of 

African historical narratives. 
 

Independence gave African historians a chance to challenge Eurocentric ideas and 

saw the rise of an army of Afrocentric scholars. As new nations were born, 

Professor Ogot, in 1964, moved to the University College of Nairobi, following a 

broader push to ‘Africanise’ higher education. At Makerere University, where he 

had previously taught, African scholars had waged a spirited campaign to wrest 

leadership from colonial administrators, aligning with the nationalist fervour 

sweeping across the continent. 
 

Professor Ogot saw universities, not as degree churning factories, but as avenues 

for the creation of new knowledge. In his search for this knowledge, Professor 

Ogot stepped on many toes, was at one time ostracised, and had even thought of 

going into exile like other scholars. He opted to fight from within. His academic 

views are cited globally in the study of African history. 
 

Perhaps the most important contribution to his students was championing that the 

most senior scholars at the university teach first year courses – so as to lay a 

foundation for their students. It worked in all the institutions that he taught: The 

University of Nairobi, Kenyatta University, Moi University and Maseno 

University. 
 

A pioneering advocate for oral history, Professor Ogot sought to bridge the 

"historical gap" between the Stone Age and the present, recognising that African 

history could not be fully comprehended without integrating multiple strands of 

knowledge. 
 

Professor Ogot was not merely an academic; he was a historian who dared to 

challenge conventions, a scholar whose intellectual breadth reshaped the contours 

of African historiography. His legacy endures, a testament to the power of rigorous 

scholarship in the service of truth and historical justice. 
 

Reading through his works, it was Professor Ogot’s argument that a historian's 

toolkit must extend beyond the written word, incorporating insights from 

archaeology, linguistics, palaeontology, and anthropology to construct a more 

holistic narrative of Africa's past. Inspired by scholars such as Jan Vansina, he 

championed new methodologies for studying preliterate societies. Yet, where 

Vansina dismissed the works of community historians, claiming they lacked 

scholarly legitimacy because they were produced outside the academic guild, 

Professor Ogot took a radically different stance. He insisted that history should not 

remain the preserve of the academy alone; rather, the voices of ordinary Africans 

must be recognised as active agents in the production of history. And that was a 

major contribution to history. 
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Professor Ogot was deeply invested in reinterpreting Kenya’s anti-colonial 

struggle. He viewed Mau Mau as a process of constructing ethnicity and tradition, 

rather than merely a nationalist rebellion. He argued that Jomo Kenyatta 

deliberately distanced himself from Mau Mau, refusing to link it to the imagined 

Kikuyu community or to the broader spectrum of Kenya’s ethnic groups within an 

independent nation-state. Ogot was critical of the tendency to exclude non-

combatants from the anti-colonial narrative, contending that resistance took many 

forms; "fighting with the pen, or with the brain, or by generating a powerful 

spiritual force." In this, he was in the group of scholars such as E.S. Atieno 

Odhiambo and William Ochieng who were at loggerheads with the likes of 

Mukaru Ng’ang’a and Professor Maina wa Kenyatta over Mau Mau. The term 

"fight," Professor Ogot lamented, had been too narrowly confined to physical 

combat. It was a paradox since his cousin, Argwings-Kodhek, served as a Mau 

Mau lawyer and later met an untimely death under circumstances that the family 

never fully accepted as accidental. 
 

At the University of Nairobi, Professor Ogot emerged as one of the founding 

figures of the Department of History. He encountered a young department, still 

dominated by proponents of the "Dark Africa" school—scholars who sought to 

justify colonialism and imperialism. Ogot’s intellectual battles were not confined 

to the academy; he was watched through the political lenses of Jaramogi Oginga 

Odinga’s Kenya People’s Union (KPU), making his position precarious. 
 

At the continental stage, Professor Ogot played a key role in redefining African 

historiography on the global stage. As a distinguished member of the UNESCO 

team responsible for drafting A General History of Africa from 1971, he contributed 

to a ground-breaking intellectual project that sought to reclaim Africa’s past from 

the distortions of Eurocentrism. This seminal collection, spanning multiple 

volumes, presented Africa’s intricate and dynamic history through the lens of 

African scholars themselves. 
 

Reflecting on the project’s mission, Professor Ogot wrote: “The volumes seek to 

illuminate the true history of Africa, long shrouded by Eurocentric preconceptions, 

methodologies, and reference points. Africa is treated as a singular historical 

entity, rejecting artificial divisions imposed by geography, race, colour, and 

religion. The ultimate aim is to unveil the deep historical interconnections among 

the continent’s diverse regions and to affirm Africa’s indelible contributions to the 

broader narrative of human civilisation.” 
 

This volume sparked controversy among many Western Africanists as it 

challenged the established international division of intellectual labour. It led to the 

Western loss of intellectual authority over African history. Historically, African 

historians were often confined to writing about local histories—ethnic groups, 

clans, or national histories—while broader continental syntheses were left to 

Western scholars. 
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As he battled Eurocentric views on African history and decolonisation of the same, 

Professor Ogot met a hindrance in the name of Charles Njonjo – the Attorney 

General whose mannerisms were of a colonial spanner boy. When he was 

appointed the pioneer director of the Pan-African The International Louis Leakey 

Memorial Institute for African Prehistory (TILLMIAP), housed at the National 

Museums of Kenya, Professor Ogot was quickly at loggerheads with 

palaeontologist Richard Leakey – and this defined another chapter of his career. 

Leakey, and with Njonio’s support, wielded considerable influence in the study of 

Kenya’s prehistory – which he treated as a family enterprise. 
 

Twice, Professor Ogot was forced to step down from museum leadership positions 

to accommodate Leakey’s ambitions. First, he was ousted as the director of the 

institute, and later, he was removed as chairman of the Museum Board of Trustees 

after Leakey, backed by international media, lobbied vigorously for his 

reinstatement to a position he had resigned. “The BBC, the Voice of America, and 

other media groups campaigned vigorously in support of Leakey’s restoration to 

his job, as if he had been sacked,” Professor Ogot observed in his memoir. In a 

dramatic turn, the Office of the Vice President, then occupied by Professor Ogot’s 

former classmate, Dr Josphat Karanja, nullified the new museums board headed 

by Professor Ogot, reinstating the previous board indefinitely. Moi’s State House 

had a hand in this. 
 

Between 1978 and 1983, during Njonjo’s tenure as Kenya’s political enforcer, 

Professor Ogot found himself virtually a persona non grata in his own country. 

The political persecution he endured was compounded by the broader 

marginalisation of Luo intellectuals, which had started in mid 1960s following the 

establishment of Oginga Odinga’s Kenya People’s Union. During the construction 

of the Ramogi Institute, Ogot was caught in political crossfire, navigating his role 

as a member of the East African Legislative Assembly amid suspicions of 

subversion. 
 

In his seminal work, History as Destiny and History as Knowledge published in 2005, 

Professor Ogot called for a radical rethinking of Nyanza politics, urging scholars 

to move beyond “the simplistic approach which looks at everything in Nyanza 

through the Odinga spectacles.” His insistence on multi-vocality in historical 

narratives remains a clarion call for contemporary historians. 
 

Beyond his academic and political engagements, Professor Ogot’s personal life 

was intertwined with another formidable intellectual force; his wife, Grace Ogot 

(née Grace Akinyi Joseph), a pioneering writer and politician, and the daughter of 

a distinguished evangelist and educator. His wife would also become a towering 

figure in her own right. She wrote the widely read novel, The Promised Land, which 

explores concept of the ideal African wife. 
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In the academia, Professor Ogot rose. When Mwai Kibaki ascended to the 

presidency, he appointed him as Chancellor of Moi University, a befitting 

recognition for a scholar who had served as a long-standing member of the 

institution’s Senate. 
 

With his death, Professor Ogot has left a body of works that will keep historians 

busy for decades to come. For, there are African historians, and then there is 

Professor Bethwell Allan Ogot. 
Reproduced with kind permission of John Kamau: John.kamau@gmail.com @johnkamau1 

 

 

 

Professor Elizabeth Wolde Giorgis, affectionately known as Elsi, was born on 9th 

May 1956 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  She received her early education at Nazareth 

School, where she completed both her primary and secondary schooling. She later 

moved to the United States, where she earned her undergraduate degree in 

Economics from Morgan State University. 
 

Elsi initially worked in various banking institutions before deciding to pursue her 

passion for history and the arts. Her close relationship with prominent artists, 

including Skunder Borghossian, and her involvement with the broader art 

community, led her to New York University, where she obtained a Master’s degree 

in Museum Studies, followed by her doctorate in the History of Art and Visual 

Studies from Cornell University in 2010. Her doctoral dissertation. Which 

examined modernism and Ethiopian modern art, laid the foundation for her book, 

Modernists Art in Ethiopia (2019), published by Ohio University and Addis Ababa 

University, for which she was awarded the American Bethwell Ogot Book Prize in 

2020. Elsi was a strong advocate for the exploration of Ethiopia’s history in the 

broader context of global modern history, with a particular emphasis on the 

struggles of Black people worldwide. 
 

After spending over two decades in the United States, Elsi returned to Ethiopia 

and joined the Institute of Ethiopian Studies at Addis Ababa University, where she 

served as director from 2004 to 2010. During her tenure, she organised both local 

and international conferences on a wide range of topics, including the Darfur 

crisis, significantly enhancing the institute’s academic profile. Furthermore, Elsi 

p[played a pivotal role in establishing the Skunder Boghossian Performing and 

Visual Arts College, which encompassed the School of Theatre Arts, the Yared 

Music School, and the Alle School of Fine Arts and Design. She served as Dean of 

the college from 2009 to 2012 and was instrumental in establishing the Art and 

Film Master’s programme at Alle School, where she taught with dedication, 

inspiring her students to engage critically with their studies and research. Many of 

her former students now hold distinguished positions in academic and cultural 

institutions n Ethiopia and internationally. 
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Elsi was also a founding member of the Modern Art Museum: Gebre Kristos Desta 

Centre. Ethiopia’s only modern art museum, established in 2009, and served as its 

director on two separate occasions. During her tenure at the institution she curated 

numerous exhibitions, including those featuring Ethiopian-born artist Julie 

Mehretu, Danish-Icelandic artist Olafur Eliasson, and other notable Ethiopian and 

international artists. 
 

As a scholar. Elsi was deeply involve in academic discourse, participating in, and 

organising, symposiums and conferences on modernism, Ethiopian modern art, 

metropolitanism, and various socio-political issues. She was committed to 

providing platforms for her students and colleagues to present their research on 

international stages, thereby fostering in a dynamic intellectual environment. One 

of her notable initiatives was a workshop series called ‘The Transformation of 

Addis Ababa’, which brought together professionals from diverse disciples to 

discuss urban studies. The research from this series was later compiled into her 

book, The Changing DNA of Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa’s Transformation in the Eyes of 

Architects, Sociologists, and Artists (2015). 
 

Elsi was also a vocal advocate for social justice, particularly concerning the rights 

of women. She engaged in ongoing discussions with students, scholars and 

activists, scrutinising both written and unwritten laws that negatively impacted 

women’s rights. Her academic outreach extended beyond the university, notably 

through her weekly radio programme, Sheger Café, on Sheger FM102.1, where she 

conducted discussions on topics ranging from modernism and modern art to 

Ethiopian history, Pan-African struggles and contemporary literature. These 

programmes helped bring academic discourse into the public sphere, enriching the 

general population’s understanding of these complex subjects. 
 

After joining The Africa Institute at the Global Studies University, Sharjah in the 

United Arab Emirates in 2018 as the Ali Mazrui Senior Fellow, Elsi contributed 

significantly to the development of their Master’s and Ph.D programmes. She also 

served as Chair of the Department of Humanities, in which she was actively 

involved in curriculum development until her untimely death. Elsi also 

collaborated closely with the Sharjah Art Foundation, curating exhibitions which 

as the 2024 Telsem solo show by artist Henok Melkamzer and contributing to his 

monograph. 
 

Elsi was a prolific writer, publishing numerous academic articles in distinguished 

journals and magazines. She also served on the boards of several international 

academic institutions and was an editor and contributor to various scholarly 

publications. Her seminal book, Modernist Art in Ethiopia continues to be a 

cornerstone of discussions on Ethiopian art history, and at the time of her passing, 

she was in the process of publishing a book on the history Ethiopian women using 

her own life as a starting point. Additionally, Elsi was preparing an international 
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workshop on the future of Addis Ababa, which was scheduled for next year to 

bring together local and international researchers. 
 

Unfortunately, she suddenly fell ill and passed away in Sharjah on 16th March 

2025. Her loss is deeply felt by her family, colleagues, and the academic 

community at large. 
 

We extended out heartfelt condolences to all who knew and loved her. 
 

May she rest in peace. 

 

 

Note to Contributors 
 

Send items for inclusion in the July 2025 Newsletter by 28th June 2025 to the editor, Dr Simon Heap: 

effaheap@aol.com  
 

Any opinions expressed are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the ASAUK.  

Check the website: www.asauk.net  


