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ASAUK Conference 2026:
Narrative, Power, and the Making of African Worlds

Narratives, whether official, insurgent, embodied, archival, legal, or speculative,
are fundamental to the shaping of knowledge, identity, and power across the
African continent and its diasporas. This conference invites participants to reflect
on how stories are made, who gets to tell them, and what they do in the world. In
African studies, narrative is never merely literary: it structures policy,
development agendas, transitional justice mechanisms, data infrastructures,
activist movements, ecological imaginaries, and more. We propose “narrative”
not only as a mode of storytelling but as a contested field of meaning-making,
where competing visions of African pasts, presents, and futures take shape.

The ASAUK Conference will be held from 10th to 12th September 2026 at
Durham University in North-East England.

Call for Conference Stream Proposals

ASAUK conferences have established a reputation as supportive and
collaborative events. Our conferences bring together scholars of Africa from a
broad range of disciplines and from around the world, and are attended by
scholars at all stages of their careers. The conference theme is Narrative, Power,
and the Making of African Worlds, but we do not require that all proposals respond
to this theme.

ASAUK conferences are organised around thematic streams. These streams can
include between two and eleven panels. We will do our best to timetable these
successively so that all those interested in a particular stream can attend all its
panels.

Stream organisers are responsible for organising at least two thematically linked
panels, with a panel normally consisting of a minimum of three paper presenters
and one chair. Stream organisers are expected to respond to, and in some cases to
recommend changes to, proposals from colleagues who wish to contribute panels
or individual papers to their stream. We prefer proposals that bring together
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multi-located and inter-generational groups of speakers. We shall not accept
proposals where all speakers are from the same institution. Stream organisers
may also be expected to follow up with participants on the progress of their visa
applications and to relay this information to Louisa Egbunike, the President of
the ASAUK.

If you are interested in organising a thematic stream, please contact Louisa
Egbunike at the following email: asauk26conference@gmail.com

The closing date for streams is provisionally 31st October 2025, but we shall
evaluate stream proposals on an ongoing basis. The reason for this is to enable
colleagues who need to apply for visas to have sufficient time to do so. We intend
to send out visa invitation letters as soon as panels are accepted.

Your email should include a paragraph of up to 300 words describing your
proposed stream and why you think it will make an interesting contribution to
ASAUK26.

Please note:

e ASAUK conferences do not limit participants' contributions, and
conference participants are allowed to present as many papers as are
accepted by the organisers. However, it is advisable to limit each person to
five panels for the sake of timetabling. Participants are allowed to take on
multiple duties as chairs and discussants.

e We are not yet able to provide the final prices for conference attendance,
but we expect to publish an indicative price list in early 2026 and expect
prices to be similar to previous ASAUK conferences.

e The officers of the ASAUK are not remunerated, and all income from the
conference is used to cover the costs of organisation, to offer subsidies and
bursaries, and to continue the Association's flagship Writing Workshops.

e (Calls for single panels and individual papers will be published no later
than 7th November 2025, and in some cases, we shall suggest that you join
a panel that is organised by one of the streams.

ASAUK 2026 Conference Keynote Speakers Announced

We are delighted to announce the keynote speakers for the ASAUK 2026
conference, "Narrative, Power, and the Making of African Worlds": Professor
Shose Kessi, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities at the University of Cape Town,
and acclaimed playwright Oladipo Agboluaje.

Professor Kessi has been Dean of the Faculty of Humanities at UCT since 2019,
having previously served as chair of the Humanities Transformation Committee
and deputy dean for transformation. She is founder and first chairperson of the
UCT Black Academic Caucus and co-founder of the Hub for Decolonial Feminist
Psychologies in Africa. Her research focuses on political psychology,
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decoloniality, and community-based empowerment, with particular attention to
how identity markers such as race, class, and gender impact social
transformation. She holds a Ph.D in Social Psychology from the London School of
Economics and was UCT Mandela Fellow at Harvard University's WEB Du Bois
Research Institute in 2014. Prior to joining UCT, she worked in the development
sector focusing on reproductive health, HIV/AIDS, and programme evaluation.

Oladipo Agboluaje is a British-Nigerian playwright and academic, winner of the
2009 Alfred Fagon Prize for Playwriting for his play Iya-Ile (The First Wife), which
was also nominated for an Olivier Award. Born in London, he studied Theatre
Arts at the University of Benin before completing his PhD in African Drama at
the Open University. His plays have been performed internationally across
Nigeria, Ghana, France, Brazil, and the United States, with notable works
including The Hounding of David Oluwale, God is a D], and New Nigerians. His first
collection, Plays One, was published by Oberon in 2014. He has held writer
residencies at New Wolsey Theatre, Soho Theatre, and the National Theatre, and
was a research fellow at Freie University's International Research Centre. His
writing explores themes of identity, belonging, and the African diasporic
condition.

Both speakers bring significant expertise to the conference's examination of
narrative as a contested field of meaning-making in African contexts.

UK

Record of War

Record of War is at the Barbican’s Cinema 1, on Saturday 19 July 2025 at 2pm. This is a
very rare and timely screening event exploring Fascism, colonialism, propaganda, and
the aesthetics of warfare, inspired by the Italian invasion of Ethiopia in 1935.

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2025/event/record-of-war

First staged two years after the invasion, as the international situation worsened,
Record of War is live cinema, “cut’ in the projection booth. Reels from two films about
the invasion, one Italian, one Soviet Russian, radically opposed in viewpoint, are
‘dovetailed” by the projectionists to create an experience both shocking and
illuminating.

One film shows what the other conceals; The Path of the Heroes (1936), shown at the
1936 Venice Film Festival, is full of Futurist bombast, while Abyssinia (1936) shows
those on the receiving end of Mussolini’s war machine. A unique third film, created
in the moment, Record of War is a form of counter-propaganda, as relevant now as it
ever was.
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It was first mounted in December 1937 by future Gaslight (1940) director Thorold
Dickinson at London’s storied Film Society, marking its centenary this year. ‘Our
fashionable Sunday audience, with their broad brims and capes and a capacity for
chatter drifted out into Regent Street in dead, awed silence,” he wrote afterwards.

Dickinson later restaged the screening at the Slade School of Art in his new guise of
professor of film, in the late 1960s. It was reconstructed at Birkbeck Institute for the
Moving Image in 2017, based on archival research by Brighid Lowe (Slade School of
Fine Art, UCL) and Henry K. Miller (Anglia Ruskin University), which we are now
staging on a larger scale at the Barbican.

Here is a wonderful short film from 2017 (made by David Tett) that shows the feat of
projection: https://www.davidtett.com/videography#h8d5c52fd. A brief history of the
2017 event is available here, from EQZFE’s ZINE04 (https://www.zine-
eskola.eus/en/publicaciones/0012-zine04) and Elisa Adami’s research into the earlier
screenings is available here (https://ualresearchonline.arts.ac.uk/id/eprint/17418/).

BARAZA Annual Swahili Studies Conference, Centre of African Studies
(CAS), School of Languages, Cultures and Linguistics (SCLC), SOAS,
University of London, Saturday, 18th October 2025. The BARAZA Annual
Swahili Studies Conferenceis a one-day gathering addresses the language,
literature, translation, culture, philosophy, and diaspora of the Swahili-speaking
peoples of the world.

The organisers are calling for abstracts on any aspect of the language, literature,
translation, culture, philosophy, or diaspora of Swahili-speaking peoples
worldwide. The conference encourages the exchange of emerging research,
developing ideas, and interdisciplinary dialogue among scholars and students.

Topics may include: Swahili language and linguistics; historical and
contemporary trajectories of Swahili communities; literary and cultural
expression; translation and philosophy, and diaspora and identity. Submissions
from both academic and creative practitioners are encouraged. 250-300 word
abstracts with "‘BARAZA 2025 Abstract.” in the Subject Line by 31st August 2025
to cas@soas.ac.uk

INTERNATIONAL

Revisiting and Reimagining “Imvo Zabantsundu”, African Critical Inquiry
Workshop, Cape Town, dates in March 2026, The African Critical Inquiry
Programme (ACIP) is please to announce that the 2026 ACIP Workshop will be
Revisiting and Reimagining “Imvo Zabantsundu”. The project was proposed by
organisers Athambile Masola (Historical Studies), Litheko Modisane (Film and
Media Studies), Sanele kaNtshingana (African Languages), and Wanga
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Gambushe (African Languages) at University of Cape Town and Sisanda Nkoala
(Linguistics) of University of the Western Cape. Revisiting and Reimagining “Imuvo
Zabantsundu” will take place in Cape Town, South Africa in March 2026.

Revisiting and Reimagining “Imvo Zabantsundu” will be a two day immersion
workshop delving into the newspaper Imvo Zabantsundu, the first Black-owned
newspaper in South Africa. Established in 1884 by John Tengo Jabavu (1859-
1921), this newspaper not only laid the foundation for Black journalism but also
generated a print culture that was challenging the colonial print culture that was
emerging in the region. The newspaper has become a cultural artefact many refer
to as a pioneering moment but few have engaged with it as a historical, cultural,
and political artefact worth revisiting as a living and breathing archive. This
workshop will bring together academics, students, journalists, and creatives to
reinvigorate the newspaper towards a longer project which will culminate in a
book that will revisit Imvo through scholarly and creative responses. This
workshop will include collective close reading of the newspaper (those
available), analyses of changes in the language used over time, as well as a film
screening which situates the newspaper within a broader intellectual tradition of
the world of letters in the southern African region. In a context where English
dominates public culture, it has become harder to imagine that South Africa once
had a rich culture of multilingual newspapers such as Imvo as well as other
newspapers that came later, such as llanga lase Natali, The Bantu World, and
Koranta ea Becoana. This workshop aims to challenge this narrowing of public
culture by taking seriously the newspaper as a cultural artefact which can
reinvigorate contemporary public culture.

Founded in 2012, the African Critical Inquiry Programme (ACIP) is a partnership
between the Centre for Humanities Research at University of the Western Cape
in Cape Town and the Laney Graduate School of Emory University in Atlanta.
Supported by donations to the Ivan Karp and Corinne Kratz Fund, the ACIP
fosters thinking and working across public cultural institutions, across
disciplines and fields, and across generations. It seeks to advance inquiry and
debate about the roles and practice of public culture, public cultural institutions,
and public scholarship in shaping identities and society in Africa through an
annual ACIP workshop and through the Ivan Karp Doctoral Research Awards,
which support African doctoral students in the humanities and humanistic social
sciences enrolled at South African universities.

Information about applying to organize the 2027 ACIP workshop and for the
2026 Ivan Karp Doctoral Research Awards will be available in November 2025.
The deadline for both workshop applications and student applications is 1st May
2026. For further information, see
http://www.gs.emory.edu/about/special/acip.html and
https://www.facebook.com/ivan.karp.corinne.kratz.fund
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‘African Perspectives on Global Transformation’, Swiss Society for African
Studies (SGAS/SSEA) and the Association for African Studies in Germany e.V.
(VAD), ZASB Research Network, University of Basel, Basel, Switzerland, 26—
28th August 2026. Africa has been playing a central role in processes framing the
globalised world. These processes take the form of the movement of people, the
expansion of trade through the exploitation of human and natural resources,
resistance against, and adoption of, colonial invasion and religious imposition,
and the circulation of knowledges about the world, among others. A critical
approach towards past, current and future global transformations, therefore, is
one crucial way to define the intellectual agenda of African Studies — especially of
African Studies outside Africa. Amid current challenges bearing on marginalised
groups’ struggles for rights and self-determination, a shifting geopolitical
landscape, the global rise of authoritarianism at the expense of democratic
values, as well as the climate crisis and environmental degradation, African
Studies, as the academic field that draws from the engagement with African
experiences, conditions and agency, can make an indispensable contribution to
making the world we live in more intelligible.

To confront critical perspectives on global transformations, the conference
proposes a framework that responds to increasingly urgent calls for
decolonisation, epistemic justice, reparations, climate justice and restitution,
under the conceptual header of planetary health and cosmopolitan flourishing.
Planetary health attunes us to interdependencies between human and non-
human wellbeing, by insisting on the importance of social relations, equity and
justice at planetary scale, beyond the mere management of the physical world.
Cosmopolitan flourishing opens up to the development of alternative futures
born out of painful historical experiences of ethnocentrism, a world made safe for
difference, which respects planetary boundaries, with wellbeing for all. Taken
together, these two notions point to the potential of African Studies to develop
conversations about the world we live in, its path-dependencies, and its possible
futures.

Based on this framework, the conference will bring together approaches to
examine past, present, and future global transformations from a broad spectrum
of disciplines and thematic areas. We especially welcome panels that stress the
interrelatedness of historical, cultural, and regional contexts as well as the
intersection of social, political, economic, and ecological issues. Panels should
allow for contributions engaging with global transformations from different
disciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives as well as non-academic
approaches (artistic, activist or entrepreneurial, among others).

The conference connects scholars based in Europe, Africa and beyond and
welcomes participants from all career levels. There are nine thematic streams in
the conference:
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1) Studying Africa understanding the world

2) Diaspora, cosmopolitanism, and african identities

3) Politics and governance

4) African positions in changing world orders

5) Planetary health, urbanisation and natural resources
6) Technology and digitalisation

7) Lifeworlds and sociality

8) Arts, language and cultural expression

9) Memories, histories, archives, museums

The call for panels to fit into these stream is now open until 31st July 2025. Please
visit: https://africanperspectives.ch/cfpanels/ Conveners will be notified on the
acceptance of their panel proposition by 1st October 2025.

Theses Recently Accepted at UK Universities

Uchenna Gwacham-Anisiobi (2024), ‘Community-based Prevention of Stillbirths
in Nigeria: A Mixed Methods Study’, D.Phil. thesis, University of Oxford.
Supervisors: Associate Professor Manisha Nair, Professor Jenny Kurinczuk,
Associate  Prof  Charles Opondo, and Dr Jenny  McLeish;
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:a9ce419c-42a0-4640-93f6-d9ea51c025ca

Chei Bukari (2024), ‘Corruption, Deprivation and Economic Development in
Sub-Saharan Africa’, PhD thesis, University of Leeds. Supervisors: Dr Gaston
Yalonetzky and Dr Suman Seth; https://etheses.whiterose.ac.uk/id/eprint/36327/

Chinedu Chukwudinma (2024), ‘Marxism, Anti-imperialism and Radical
Transformations: A Life-Geography of Walter Rodney’s Political Thought and
Activism (1968-1980)’, D.Phil. thesis, University of Oxford. Supervisors: Professor
Patricia Daley and Dr Amber Murrey; https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:b3505362-
eaa3-4992-b1fd-586f12df64ba

Clinarete Victéria Luis Munguambe (2025), ‘Solidarity on the Battlefield: A Social
History of ZANU and FRELIMO on the Mozambican Frontier, 1975-1980’°, D.Phil.
thesis, University of Oxford. Supervisor: Professor Jocelyn Alexander;
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:2639{5b6-1756-4807-86cf-62ad 177££62b

Kirtsen Miol Nielsen (2024),"Powering Improvisation: Unstable Electrification in Rural
Northern Uganda’, Ph.D thesis, University of Edinburgh. Supervisors: Professor
Thomas Hylland Eriksen, Dr Andrew Bowman, Professor Susan Reynolds Whyte;
https://era.ed.ac.uk/handle/1842/43251

Sunday Caleb Owoade (2024), ‘The Significance of Verbal Arts in Three Yoruba
Indigenous Political Systems;’, Ph.D thesis, Queen’s University Belfast. Supervisors:
Professor Fiona Magowan and Professor Eric Morier-Genoud.
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Peter O. Rowe (2024), ‘On Earth as it is in Heaven: Christianity, agriculture, and
agrospiritual transformation in Kenya’, Ph.D thesis, University of Edinburgh.
Supervisors: Dr Sam Staddon and Dr Barbara Bompani;
https://era.ed.ac.uk/handle/1842/43379

Johannes Wagner (2024), ‘Policy Design and Professional Service Delivery
Performance of Drinking Water Services in Rural Mali’, D.Phil. thesis, University of
Oxford.  Supervisors:  Professor Rob  Hope and Dr  Johanna
Koehler; https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:46c7f300-9cc6-4964-aedd-a584f07d8833

Recent Publications

Innocent Batsani-Ncube (2025), China and African Parliaments. Oxford University
Press, 256pp, 9780198922292, £84.

Louis Brenner (2024), Histories of Religious Thought and Practice: Thematic
Perspectives. Boydell & Brewer: James Currey, 380pp, 9781847014160, £95;
https://boydellandbrewer.com/9781847014160/histories-of-religious-thought-and-
practice-in-
africa/#:~:text=This%20book%20is%20a%?20richly,and %20constantly %20evolving
%20social %20phenomena

Kimberly Cleveland (2024), Africanfuturism: African Imaginings of Other Times, Spaces,
and Worlds. Ohio University Press, 200pp, 9780821411483, £20.99.

Harry Cross (2025), Undoing a Revolution: Sudan and Politics of Debt. Hurst, 216pp,
9781805263050, £27.

Carl Death (2025), African Climate Futures. Oxford University Press, 272pp,
9780198960744, £99.

Allen F. Isaacman, Joy M. Chadya and Barbara S. Isaacman (2025), Elusive Histories:
Mozambican Migrant Laborers in Rhodesia, ca. 1900-1980. Ohio University Press, 300pp,
9780821425756, £28.99; https://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/9780821425756/elusive-

histories/

Kundai Manamere (2025), Malaria on the Move: Rural Communities and Public
Health in Zimbabwe, 1890-2015. Ohio University Press, 223pp, 9780821425862,
£27.99;  https://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/9780821425862/malaria-on-the-

move/

Jessica Catherine Reuther (2025), The Bonds of Kinship in Dahomey: Portraits of West
African Girlhood, 1720-1940. Indiana University Press, 280pp, 9780253071439,
£27.99; https://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/9780253071439/the-bonds-of-
Kinship-in-dahomey/
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Nikolas Sweet (2025), The Verbal Art of Mobility in West Africa. Indiana University
Press, 208pp, 9780253071477, £24.99.

Marion Wallace (2025), A History of Namibia. Hurst, 288pp, 9781805263180, £22.

Language Policy in Africa

The Edinburgh Circle on the Promotion of African Languages (ECPAL), in
collaboration with Initiative Afrique (University of Bern, Switzerland), is pleased
to announce the launch of Language Policy in Africa (LPIA), an open-access, peer-

reviewed academic journal.

Language Policy in Africa emerges from the conviction that African languages are
central to the continent’s development, also in the context of decolonisation.
While widely used across the continent, African languages remain largely
excluded from formal domains such as education, governance, health, social
services and legal systems. It seems evident that more use of African languages
in formal domains is not merely desirable; it is unavoidable to ensure inclusivity.
Linguists and other social scientists have an important role in researching,
discussing, and thus helping shape practical, efficient, rational, and inclusive
African language-based policies on the whole continent.

The inaugural issue contains seven peer-reviewed articles, mostly by African
authors, plus one “Forum” opinion piece by Professor Salikoko Mufwene, who is
also a member of the Editorial Board. Together, they cover policy issues across
the continent, from Morocco to South Africa and many countries in-between.

LPIA invites contributions from linguists and social scientists whose works
engage with language policy and planning, multilingualism, education,
governance, and related fields. By bringing together interdisciplinary
scholarship, the journal aims to support the development of practical, efficient,
rational, and inclusive language policies across Africa. LPIA encourages scientific
publications in African languages.

Following this inaugural issue, the journal will adopt a rolling publication model.
Articles will be published as they are received and accepted, grouped into issues
and volumes.

Language Policy in Africa is freely accessible online, reinforcing its commitment to
open and inclusive scholarship. Information and access to the journal is available
at: https://bop.unibe.ch/LPIA/index
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Hospitality in Traditional African Society, Call for Papers

Hospitality forms an intrinsic part of traditional African society (Gathogo, 2007).
It is deeply embedded in communal life, expressed through actions, rituals, and
values like unity, respect, and shared responsibility. Far from being a learned
industry skill, hospitality is an instinctive practice passed down through
generations as part of daily life and cultural identity (Gathogo, 2008). This
understanding is often missing in how hospitality is framed today, especially in
commercial or globalised contexts where service is frequently standardised and
detached from cultural meaning. Traditional African hospitality remains
underexplored in academic and professional discourse. This book invites a
deeper understanding of African hospitality that honours its cultural roots while
engaging with its modern expressions. Bringing together perspectives from
various African communities offers a wide-ranging exploration of hospitality as
both a lived experience and a cultural value. In doing so, it highlights the
ongoing relevance of African hospitality in shaping local experiences and the
broader conversation around what it truly means to welcome, host, and connect.
By reconnecting with African hospitality traditions, we can reshape how the
industry operates - making it more grounded, authentic, and reflective of the
communities it serves.

This upcoming edited volume will explore the diverse cultural, social,
philosophical, and political dimensions of hospitality across African contexts,
both historically and in the present day and aims to bring together high-quality
research and practical insights from scholars and practitioners. Hence, we invite
scholars, researchers, and practitioners from across disciplines to contribute
chapters that critically engage with hospitality in African societies.

There are five broad themes: Hospitality as a Construct in Traditional African
Society; Hospitality as a Lived Experience in Traditional African Culture; The
Self, the Stranger, and Interpersonal Dynamics in Traditional African Hospitality;
The History of Hospitality as a Business in Africa; and Traditional African
Hospitality as a Model for Business Innovation. Abstracts of 300-500 words by
10th July 2025 to: Dr Belinda Nwosu: bnwosu@lbs.edu.ng and Bolanle Adetula:
badetula@lbs.edu.ng.

Turkish Journal of African Studies

The Turkish Journal of African Studies (TUJAS) invites original research articles, review
essays, and book reviews for its upcoming issue. TUJAS is an interdisciplinary, peer-
reviewed, open-access journal that publishes scholarly work in English on historical
and contemporary developments across the African continent. The editor welcomes
contributions from scholars working in history, politics, economics, sociology,
anthropology, and cultural studies related to Africa. For those interested in
submitting articles, e-mail to tujas@sakarya.edu.tr The next deadline for articles is 1st
August 2025. Website: https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/tujas
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Behind the Scenes of Journals in African Studies, Special Issue of Cahiers
d’Etudes Africaines

This special issue of Cakhiers d’Etudes Africaines seeks to examine academic writing
and publishing within the scientific editorial system of African studies, both
today and in the past. Reflexive and critical, this call encourages future
contributors to take scientific publishing in African studies as a subject and a
tield of investigation, focusing on three entry points: texts, individuals, and
journals. Its ambition is to investigate the ‘engine room’ of the African studies
publishing by examining its operating mechanisms and the challenges they
reflect or activate. The theme of this issue reflects the contemporary intellectual
context calling for disclosure, or even overcoming or reversal of what remains of
the colonial asymmetry inherited within African studies.

A large variety of writing formats are welcome, from analysis to testimonials and
feedback, including interviews and data papers that provide access to figures,
materials and sources, as well as tables and maps that shed light on the inner
workings of journals or the broader scientific and editorial landscape.
Contributors will include publishing professionals and junior and senior
researchers, as well as other stakeholders in the field of African studies
publishing

Abstracts up to 500 words by 5th September 2025 to: cahiers-
afr@ehess.fr Authors will be notified if their proposals have been selected on

15th September 2025, and the deadline for submitting first versions of article is
set for 15th February 2026.

Anthropology Southern Africa Special Issue on the Legacy of James Ferguson
Dr James Ferguson is a towering figure in the study of history, culture, and
development in Southern Africa. His work on Lesotho defined the field of
development studies for years and still plays an outsized role in the study of
development across the globe. He continued to work on and in Southern Africa
for many years, writing on Zambia, on neoliberalism, and on the idea of
modernity. In honour of his passing, this special issue calls on scholars to
critically reflect on the legacy of Dr Ferguson across many fields, and across time
and space. With a capacious understanding of the regional linkages that tie
together people and countries across the Southern African sub-continent, this
special issue of Anthropology Southern Africa asks authors to reflect on and critique
the scholarly legacy of Ferguson.

In this issue, the editors hope to bring to the fore voices documenting both the
ways in which Ferguson’s body of scholarship has shaped studies across
Southern Africa and the ways in which his work had blind spots to the lived
realities of everyday Southern Africans—those to whom Ferguson’s work paid
special attention. Whether it was through his examination of cattle (The Bovine
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Muystique), social welfare programs (Give a Man a Fish), how Africans laid claim to
the idea of “Africa” (Global Shadows), economic downturn and urbanity
(Expectations of Modernity), or the idea of development (The Anti-Politics
Machine), Ferguson continually pushed the bounds of scholarship and knowledge
in Southern Africa during his career. This special issue will open that dialogue to
a new generation of scholars, many of whom, ideally, will be based in Southern
Africa, to examine through their own research the ways in which the world
Ferguson explored is still relevant and the extent to which we can push his ideas
forward to seek new questions and answers to pressing issues in Southern Africa.
The editors welcome theoretical, empirical, and historiographical contributions
that explicitly resonate with Southern African society. Early career scholars are
especially encouraged to make submissions.

Possible topics for papers: Critical Development Studies; African Modernity;
Theories of Economic Sustainability; Trends in Southern African Studies; Gender
Studies; Political Economy; Labour Migration; Neoliberalism and Welfare State.

500-700 word paper proposals by 31st October 2025 to the guest editors: Sean
Maliehe: seanmaliehe@gmail.com and Rita Kesselring: Rita.Kesselring@unisg.ch and

John Aerni-Flessner: AerniFL.1@msu.edu. The editors are also happy to answer
questions prior to submission, especially from early-career scholars.

Methods for Archival Silence in Early History, Special Issue

The American Historical Review seeks proposals for a special issue illustrating a
range of methodological approaches to archival silence developed by scholars of
early history. Articles may be grounded in any part of the world and address any
topic as long as they are method-driven, focused on archival silence, and situated
early within the periodisation of your field.

What should historians do when our sources do not tell us what we want to
know? Although this may be a universal experience of historical research, the
problem arises in various forms. Some silences are intentional, others
unintentional. Some sources are minimal, others extensive but off-topic. Some
sources are inaccessible, some have not been preserved, some were never created.
Sometimes we do not or cannot know whether our desired sources ever existed,
or, if they did, what happened to them. Silences cluster around certain topics,
places, and periods more than others.

Historians have articulated this problem in a variety of ways. This call uses the
language of archival silence and silencing developed by Michel-Rolph Trouillard
and Marisa Fuentes. It could have drawn on the concept of the subaltern (Ranajit
Guha, Gayatri Spivak), strategically produced silence and plausible stories
(Natalie Zemon Davis), records designed for jettison (Marina Rustow), hidden
transcripts (James Scott), living oral traditions (Bethwell A. Ogot), or writing off
the radar (James Lockhart), to name only a few.
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Faced with archival silence, historians have developed a range of methods for
working in, through, and around it. Some techniques and approaches have
become characteristic of expertise in early periods. Others are applied by
historians across specializations. These include but are not limited to reading
against the grain; creative combination of well-known sources; creative use of
unusual or little-known sources; oral and other forms of non-written record;
technical skills in the so-called ancillary disciplines (numismatics, paleography,
codicology, epigraphy, and more); interdisciplinary approaches to method
(anthropology, archaeology, literature, linguistics, and more) and to what
constitutes a source (climate data, aDNA, physical objects, art, and more); critical
fabulation or disciplined imagination; and reframing our questions to build on
our sources’ strengths.

Proposals should be submitted via Google Form by 16th September 2025.
Proposals should be no more than 800 words in length and should address the
following questions:
e What is your field of historical research? In the context of your field, why
is your project considered early?
e Briefly describe the archive(s) or bod(ies) of sources on which your project
is based. In what sense are these sources silent?
e Briefly describe the method(s) that you use to work with these sources.
What methodological intervention does your project make, and why is it

significant?
e What form will your project take in the journal?

The editors invite projects in a wide variety of forms. They can include, but are
not limited to:
e Traditional research articles (no more than 8,000 words, excluding
footnotes)
e Image- or video-centered projects
e Digital history/humanities projects
e Public history projects or virtual exhibitions
e Pedagogical projects that examine approaches to methodology and
archival silence in the classroom

Decisions on proposals will be announced in November 2025. A positive decision
does not guarantee publication in the journal but is rather an invitation to submit
a full and complete version of the proposed project for peer review. The
submission deadline for complete projects for peer review is 1st May, 2026. We
anticipate publication of the special issue in 2027. Please contact the special issue
editor, Hannah Barker, Associate Professor, School of Historical, Philosophical,
and Religious Studies, Arizona State University: hannah barker.1@asu.edu
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Obituary

Ngiigi wa Thiong’o (1938-2025)

ASAUK celebrates the life and work of Ngtigi wa Thiong’o (1938-2025). Ngtigi
was a pioneer of contemporary African Literature — a novelist, playwright,
children’s author, educator, and influential decolonial theorist. Along with
Chinua Achebe and Wole Soyinka, Ngtigi was part of the first generation who
popularised African Literature for global readerships. Throughout his career, he
was committed to Kenya’s historical context and to literary innovation. Ngtigi
opened new horizons for decolonial intellectuals and global reading publics, and
he remains perennially popular with new generations of politically progressive
readers. Ngiligi was an incisive critic of colonialism, neocolonialism and
Imperialism. He championed the poor and the oppressed, and their collective
capacities for decolonizing wider global consciousness. Ngtigi is renowned as an
indefatigable advocate for African languages as storehouses of cultural wealth
and knowledge.

Now a global literary celebrity, Ngtigi had humble beginnings. He was born in
Kamiriithu, Kenya. His Gikuyu family and community were involved in and
affected by the Mau Mau war. From a comparatively insular position in
secondary education at Alliance High School, Ngiigi witnessed the brutal
colonial suppression of the civilian population, including members of his own
family. He progressed to undergraduate study at Makerere University, Uganda,
before undertaking postgraduate study at the University of Leeds, United
Kingdom. While at Leeds, Ngtigi wrote A Grain of Wheat, his landmark modernist
novel. A Grain of Wheat which portrays individual characters’” guilt and
betrayals during the Mau Mau war and gathers their confessions into a shared
history of the independence struggle.

The fraught, inwardly-directed narrative perspectives of A Grain of Wheat marked
a formal shift from Ngligi's previously realist, third person novels - Weep Not,
Child (1964) and The River Between (1965). Both of the earlier novels — and a play,
The Black Hermit (1963) — depict the romantic failures of individual heroic
protagonists. A Grain of Wheat, by contrast, locates failure in all of its characters,
regardless of political affiliation, but accumulates individual stories into a new
collective voice. While individual circumstance is outscaled by larger political
conflict, Ngtigi’'s ambition in A Grain of Wheat is to rebuild community
incrementally through the connective capacities of narrative and its voicing of
historical silences. Petals of Blood (1977) extends this technique. It portrays
initially unconnected characters in a fictional post-independence village. As the
characters share their personal histories of setbacks, they uncover the wider
political and economic betrayals of Kenya by powerful neocolonial accomplices.
Thus, the social exchange of story forms a new basis for collective activism and
accumulates an epic history of Kenya and its people. Inspired by Ngiigi's
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research on Caribbean Literature at Leeds (published as essays in Homecoming in
1969), Petals of Blood engages with the wider Black Diaspora — especially the
literary influence of George Lamming and the experiences of the African-
American Civil Rights movement.

The 1970s saw the production of two plays: This Time Tomorrow (1970) and The
Trial of Dedan Kimathi (1976, co-authored with Gicere Mugo). Ngtigi turned
towards community theatre in Kamiriithuu in 1976, co-authoring with Ngtigi wa
Mirii the Gikuyu-language play, Ngaahika Ndeenda (I Will Marry When I Want).
His subsequent year-long detention without trial by the Kenyan government is
the subject of a prison diary, Detained (1982). These events marked a shift in
Ngtigi's literary career and in his personal circumstances. First, he went into
exile, settling eventually in the United States, where he was appointed as
Distinguished Professor of at University of California Irvine. Second, he made
the decision to write all of his fiction in his first language, Gikuyu. Devil on the
Cross (1982) and Matigari (1986) rely heavily on indigenous folktale, songs,
proverbs and oral traditions of storytelling. In this way, Ngtigi offered a critique
of the post-independence Kenyan government and business elites in popular,
democratic expressive forms. He wrote three children’s stories as part of his
Njamba Nene series (1986-1990). He wrote them in order to educate Kenyan youth
about the history of anti-colonial national struggle.

Ngtigi’s analysis of neocolonialism sharpened during this period, with the
publication of several works of political non-fiction. The most famous,
Decolonising the Mind (1986), critiques the use of English to divide colonised
peoples. The dominance of English, in his view, alienates African communities
from their lifeworlds and heritage. In Moving the Centre (1993), Ngtigi argues for
multi-centred translation between minoritised world languages in order to
circumvent English’s literary and cultural dominance.

In his later years, Ngtigi published a voluminous satire of authoritarian rule in
Wizard of the Crow (2006). He published four memoirs (2012-2018) about his
childhood and early adult life, accompanied by multiple works of decolonial
theory. His epic prose poem, The Perfect Nine (2020), retells the Gikuyu
foundation myth and the adventures of the founders” nine daughters.

Despite ailing health in recent times, Ngiigi remained an energetic advocate of
African communities, knowledges and languages. He leaves a formidable legacy
as a decolonial thinker, as a campaigner for social and economic justice, and as a
writer who innovated creatively following ongoing critical self-reflection. His
writing shows ease and facility across genres, spanning theatre, prose, poetry,
memoir and decolonial theory. He sustained his literary craft both in prison and
in his more comfortable professional settings. Ngtigi viewed literature as an
instrument of decolonisation and he offered story as a basis for shared experience
and political solidarity.
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From modest beginnings in colonial Kenya, Ngtigi achieved global prominence.
He championed the expressive forms of the many, in all of their diversity. He
maintained his imaginative independence from the narrow orthodoxies of the
privileged and powerful few. Feared by the politically powerful and overlooked
repeatedly by the literary establishment for a Nobel Prize, Ngtigi is venerated by
progressive thinkers and by each new generation of readers. His lasting stature
as an African creative pioneer and an influential thinker of global inequality can
be measured not by his proximity to power, but by his enduring and deliberate

distance from it.
Dr Brendon Nicholls
School of English, University of Leeds

Note to Contributors

Send items for inclusion in the October 2025 Newsletter by 28th September 2025 to the editor, Dr
Simon Heap: effaheap@aol.com

Any opinions expressed are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the
ASAUK.
Check the website: www.asauk.net
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