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ASAUK26 Conference

The ASAUK 2026 conference, Narrative, Power and the Making of African Worlds, will
take place from 10th to 12th September at the Teaching and Learning Centre, South
Road, Durham University. Preparations are well underway.

The conference theme invites participants to consider what narratives do in the
world: not only in literature and the arts, but across policy, law, activism, ecology,
data, and the contested terrain of historical memory. Across the African continent
and its diasporas, the question of who constructs knowledge, whose stories
circulate, and on what terms, has never been more pressing. The theme is designed
to be genuinely capacious, and we hope the programme will reflect the full breadth
of African studies scholarship.

Streams and call for papers

The call for streams drew a strong response. Thirty-six stream proposals have been
submitted to the conference, covering a wide range of topics, regions, and
disciplinary perspectives. This speaks well of the vitality of the field and the
resonance of this year's theme. Details of all confirmed streams can be found at
https://asauk.net/conferences/streams-for-asauk26-conference/

The call for papers remains open. The submission deadline has been extended to
22nd May 2026, and we encourage all members who have not yet submitted an
abstract to do so before then. Abstracts are welcome from scholars at all career
stages; we are particularly keen to receive submissions from postgraduate
researchers and early-career academics. To submit an abstract and for full
conference details, including registration and accommodation, please visit:
https://pay.durham.ac.uk/event-durham/asauk-2026

ASAUK website and membership
Members will have noticed that ASAUK recently relaunched its website, and
alongside this we have relaunched our membership system, which has moved to
a fully automated online platform. We hope this makes joining and renewing
significantly more straightforward.
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All membership categories are for one year. Rates are as follows:

General membership: £50
Student membership (registered students at any level, including Ph.D): £30
Africa-based membership: £30

The Africa-based membership category is newly introduced, reflecting the
considerable interest we have received from colleagues on the continent.
Membership can be taken out or renewed at https://asauk.net/membership/

Registration
Conference registration is now open. The following rates apply:

ASAUK member Non-member

Africa-based £70 £100
Student (rest of world, including UK) £150 £190
Standard £260 £320
Day rate £120 —
Online speaker registration £100 —

Registration rates are broadly in line with those at the 2024 conference at Oxford
Brookes. It is worth noting that the introduction of the Africa-based conference
rate has been designed to ensure that the overall cost of attendance for colleagues
on the continent remains the same as previously: Africa-based delegates attending
as non-members continue to pay £100, while those who take out membership will
pay £70. The day-attendance rate has increased to £120, reflecting the costing
structure at Durham. Registration includes lunch, morning and afternoon
refreshments, and a conference pack.

ASAUK membership is not a requirement for participation, but members receive
a discount on registration fees. Membership can be taken out or renewed at
https://asauk.net/membership/ prior to registering for the conference.

Accommodation

Conference accommodation is available at John Snow College, The Approach,
Mount Oswald, Durham DH1 3FR, at £85 per night, including breakfast.
Accommodation can be booked through the conference registration link:
https://pay.durham.ac.uk/event-durham/asauk-2026

Dining
All conference dinners take place at St Mary's College, Elvet Hill Road, Durham
DH1 3LR, which is conveniently close to the conference venue.

A servery dinner is available on Thursday 10th and Friday 11th September at
£18.25 per evening, and can be added as an optional extra at registration. This is
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worth considering, as dining options in the immediate vicinity of the conference
venue are limited; Durham city centre, with its range of restaurants, is a 20 to 25
minute walk away.

The conference dinner on Saturday 12th September will be held at St Mary's
College and promises to be a memorable occasion: a three-course dinner and
dance. Tickets are priced at £45 and availability is limited, so we encourage early
booking.

Excursions
A number of optional excursions are available to add to your registration.

On Wednesday 9th September, there will be a guided tour of Durham Cathedral,
beginning at 1:30pm. Tickets are £6.50 per person.

On Sunday 13th September, two excursions are available. A tour of the City of
Durham runs from 9:30am to 1:30pm. Tickets are £15 per person. Also on Sunday,
an excursion to Hadrian's Wall includes visits to Vindolanda and Housesteads
Roman Fort, with a planned return to Durham by 5:00pm. Tickets are £50 per
person.

Full details and booking are available through the conference registration page:
https://pay.durham.ac.uk/event-durham/asauk-2026

Online participation

The ASAUK 2026 conference is not organised as a hybrid event, and online
participation is not available as a standard option. Individual panel convenors may
choose to accommodate a virtual speaker within their stream, but this is entirely
at their discretion and cannot be guaranteed. Delegates wishing to participate
online are therefore strongly advised to contact their stream convenor directly to
confirm whether virtual attendance will be possible before registering for online
participation. Registering as an online speaker without having confirmed this in
advance may result in your presentation not being accommodated. All speakers,
whether presenting in person or virtually, must register for the conference in order
to appear in the programme.

We look forward to welcoming you to Durham

We look forward to welcoming colleagues to the city in September, and to the
conversations, collaborations, and encounters that ASAUK conferences do so well.
Further updates on will be posted to the ASAUK website at asauk.net as they
become available. In the meantime, please do share this update with colleagues
and encourage them to submit an abstract before the 22 May deadline.

Dr Louisa Uchum Egbunike
ASAUK President & 2026 Conference Convenor
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ASAUK Outstanding African Studies Award

The Outstanding African Studies Award (formerly known as the Distinguished
Africanist Award) was inaugurated by the ASAUK as a way of paying tribute to
individuals or teams who have made exceptional contributions to the field of
African studies, that is scholars who have in one way or another expanded and
disseminated knowledge of Africa, and interest in Africa.

The award is not confined to academics or to people based in the UK, but is
intended for people who have contributed largely to African Studies in the UK, or
who have strengthened links between African Studies here and in Africa itself.

The deadline for nominations is 31st May 2026. Nominations will then be
circulated to the ASAUK Council prior to their next meeting.

The nomination should consist of three elements combined into one PDF
document:

e A concise one-page, single-spaced statement by the nominator, outlining
the range of contributions made by the nominee to African Studies in the
UK.

e A selective two-page biographical statement or CV, including major
publications, contributions, and achievements.

e Two single-page statements of support by two other ASAUK members.

Please send the nomination by 31st May 2026.to asaofuk@gmail.com

Conferences Future...
UK

The Second International Conference on Globalisation/Deglobalisation in
Languages, Education, Culture and Communication (GLECC2026), Manchester,
28th-30th July 2026. The past two decades have witnessed remarkable
advancements in the studies into Education, Second and Foreign Languages,
Translation and Interpreting, Cultural Studies, and Communication. This growth,
evident in both the number of active researchers and the volume of scholarly
throughput and outcomes, can be largely attributed to the forces of globalisation.
Consequently, adopting the globalisation perspective is timely and provides a
natural framework for connecting these diverse yet interlinked disciplines.

This conference aims to bring together researchers, educators, practitioners, and
policymakers from the realms of education, foreign and second languages, cultural
studies, translation, interpreting, and communication to disseminate research
outcomes, share insights, discuss findings, exchange visions, and identify
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challenges and trends in an interactive and immersive multidisciplinary
environment.

The conference is co-organised by AT Publishing in association with its journals
namely, Research in Education Curriculum and Pedagogy: Global Perspectives (RECAP)
[ISSN: 2977-1633]; New Perspectives on Languages (NPL) [ISSN: 3033-490X]; The
International Journal of Chinese and English Translation & Interpreting (IICETT) ISSN: 2753-
6149]; and Recent Advances in Humanities Arts and Social Sciences HASS)[ISSN: 2978-
1345]. There is a “conference first” policy in place. Selected papers will be invited
to further develop into full journal articles free of APCs. Conference proceedings
will be published open access with an ISBN. More details at: https://glecc.org/2026

‘Encountering the Everyday — Research on Life in Zimbabwe and its diaspora’,
Britain Zimbabwe Society Research Day 2026, Online, Saturday 28th November
2026. Drawing on the theme “Encountering the Everyday”, the Britain Zimbabwe Society
invites scholars, practitioners, artists, writers, and community members to its 2026
Research Day in November. The organisers invite participants to explore the ordinary,
daily experiences that shape life in Zimbabwe and its global diaspora. The everyday is
a crucial analytical space through which broader economic, political, cultural, historical,
and technological processes are lived, negotiated, contested, and reimagined. In a
country marked by prolonged economic crises, shifting social values, resilience,
creativity, and persistent inequities, the micro-processes of daily life offer powerful
insights into transformation and survival.

The organisers welcome contributions that illuminate how Zimbabweans make sense
of and move through their daily worlds, whether through practices of health and
wellbeing, creative expression, mobility and safety, belief systems, digital interactions,
or engagements with place, memory, and identity. Please note that contributions will
be limited and so we cannot guarantee acceptance of every paper submission.

Possible thematic areas include (but are not limited to): Creative Arts and the Everyday;
Everyday Health and Wellbeing; Mobility, Movement, and Safety; Writing and
Narrating the Everyday; Everyday Culture, Belief, and Spiritual Life; Digital Everyday
World; Household Economies, Informal Work, and Survival[ Memory, Place, and
Ordinary Histories; and Diasporic Everyday Life: Continuities, Disruptions, and Re-
imaginings

Abstracts of 200-300 words for 15 minutes presentation and discussion by 30th April
2026 to u.kufakurinani@sussex.ac.uk; and diana.jeater@liverpool.ac.uk and

Tinashe Nvamunda@glasgow.ac.uk

Theses Recently Accepted at UK Universities
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Olufemi Samson Adesina (2025), “‘Agricultural Innovation in Sub-Saharan Africa:
A Socio-Political Case Study of Push—-Pull Technology and Biocontrol in Kenya’,
Ph.D thesis, University of Leeds. Supervisors: Professor Stephen Whitfield, Dr
Susannah Sallu, Dr Steven M. Sait and Dr Jimmy Pittchar.

Chei Bukari (2025), “Corruption, Deprivation and Economic Development in Sub-
Saharan Africa’, Ph.D thesis, University of Leeds. Supervisors: Dr Gaston
Yalonetzky and Dr Suman Seth.

Ryan Colton (2026), ‘The Making of Military Rule in Ghana, 1972-1978’, Ph.D
thesis, University of Birmingham. Supervisors: Professor Kate Skinner and
Professor Nic Cheeseman.

Natasha Dyer-Williams (2025), “Layered Time” of Xenophobia and Racial Capitalism:
Comparing the Everyday Challenges and Identities of African Migrant Women in
Johannesburg and London’, Ph.D thesis, University of Edinburgh. Supervisors: SJ
Cooper-Knock and Professor Laura Jeffery.

Tracy Mpofu (2025), ‘A Phenomenological Study on the Experiences of Black Sub-
Saharan African Students who Graduated from Universities in the North-West of
England between 2008-2019°, Ed.D thesis, University of Liverpool. Supervisors:
Professor Gina Wisker and Dr Deborah Outhwaite.

Kirsten Milo Nielsen (2024), ‘Powering Improvisation: Unstable Electrification in Rural
Northern Uganda’, Ph.D thesis, University of Edinburgh. Supervisors: Professor
Thomas Hylland Erikse, Dr Andrew Bowman and Professor Susan Reynolds Whyte.

Ayodele Owolabi (2024), ‘Organisational Friction and Power Influence in African
Security Regionalism: Studies on ECOWAS and SADC’s Capacity in Security
Management’, Ph.D thesis, University of Liverpool.

Chloe Zabrina Tuck (2025), ‘Cancer Treatment Pathway and Policy in Ghana: A
Mixed Method Study’, Ph.D thesis, University of Sheffield. Supervisors: Professor
Richard Cooper, Dr Laura Gray, Dr Robert Akparibo and Professor Richmond
Aryeetey.

Chinwe Adaugo Uzokwe (2025), ‘Improving Dietary Assessment in Nigeria:
Development and Pilot Testing of a Context-Specific Technology-Based Tool with
a Food Composition Database for Diet-Disease Research’, Ph.D thesis, University
of Leeds. Supervisors: Professor Janet Cade and Dr Bassey Ebenso.

Recent Publications
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From March 2026, all African Studies books published by Zed Books will now be
published under the Bloomsbury Academic brand.

Martin Luther Agwai (2026), Peacekeeping in Darfur: The Dilemmas of an African Union-
UN Force Commander. Bloomsbury Publishing, 256pp, 9780755642724, £21.99.

Claire P. Ayelotan (2025), Yoruba Pentecostalism and Child Witchcraft Accusations.
University of Rochester Press, 372pp, 9781648251238, £85.

Jody Benjamin (2024), The Texture of Change: Dress, Self-Fashioning and History in
Western Africa, 1800-1850. Ohio University Press, 268pp, 97808221425473, £28.99;
https://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/9780821425473/the-texture-of-change/

David Dickinson (2025), South Africa’s Constitution and the Law of the Township:
Looting from Below. James Currey, 240pp, 9781847014269, £85

Hanza Diman (2026), Fuelwood, Lomé and the State: 1907-2025. Langaa RPCIG,
258pp, 978-9956004362, £34.

Allison Drew (2026), Apartheid, Thought Crime and South Africa’s New Left: The
Politics of Intellectual Repression. James Currey, 192pp, 9781847014849, £85.

Mark Duerksen (2024), Waterhouses: Landscapes, Housing and the Making of Modern
Lagos. Ohio  University ~ Press,  304pp, 9780896803329,  £27.99;
https://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/9780896803329/waterhouses/

Nimi Eariboko (2025), The Soul of Kalabari Culture: Essays on Language and Reality.
Paperworth Books, 144pp, 9789786964393, £24;
https://africanbookscollective.com/books/the-soul-of-kalabari-culture/

Toyin Falola and Victor Angbah (2025), African Rivers: History, Ultilities, and
Knowledge. James Currey,414pp, 9781847014495, £115.

Divine Fuh and Billan Omar (eds) (2026). The Conviviality of Incompleteness: Celebrating
Francis Nyammnjoh. Langaa RPCIG. 286pp, 9789956004126, £24;
https://africanbookscollective.com/books/the-conviviality-of-incompleteness-

celebrating-francis-nyamnjoh/

Carmela Garritano (2025), African Energy World in Film and Media. Indiana
University Press, 210pp, 9780253072283, £23.99;
https://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/9780253072283/african-energy-worlds-in-
film-and-media/

Solomon Gwerevende, Trust Matsilele and Wonder Maguraushe (eds) (2026),
Musicking and Dancing Politics in Africa Power, Activism, and Elections. Bloomsbury
Academic, 288pp, 9781666979183, £28.99.
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Philip Janzen (2025), An Unformed Map: Geographies of Belonging Between Africa and
the Caribbean. Duke University Press, 272pp, 9781478031925, £21.99;
https://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/9781478031925/an-unformed-map/

Martin A. Klein and Stephen ]. Rockel (eds) (2025), Enslaved Africans and Their
Descendants in Africa: Life Histories. Ohio University Press, 400pp, 9780821426500,
£66.

Rui Lopes (ed) (2026), Globalizing Independence Struggles of Lusophone Africa
Anticolonial and Postcolonial Politics. Bloomsbury Academic, 288pp, 9781350378346,
£28.99.

Frank Matose (2025), Forests and the Power of Marginalised People Ii Southern Africa:
Politics of Chronic Liminality. James Currey, 183pp, 9781847013313, £85.

Detlef Miiller-Mahn and Michael Bollig (eds) (2026), African Futures in the Making.
James Currey,288pp,9781847014221, £95.

Erin K. Nourse (2025), Birth Rituals, Ancestors, and Religious Pluralism n Northern
Madagascar. Indiana  University Press, 288pp, 97802539072405, £33;
https://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/9780253072405/water-into-bones/

Onyeke Alphaeus Onyeke (2026), Transformation in Nigeria. Palmwine Publishing,
454pp, 9789789915330, £20;

Elias O. Opongo (2026), Decolonizing NGO Peacebuilding and Liberal Peace Agenda in
Northern Uganda Bloomsbury Academic, 240pp, 9781666966077, £28.99.

Michael Pesek (2025), Diplomacy, Trade and Imperialism in East Africa, 1850-1900: Rise
of the Katikiro. James Currey, 246pp, 9781847014961, £85.

Robert Ross (2025), Orchards of Privilege: Water, Oranges and Race in the Gamtoos
Valley of South Africa, 1700-2023. Ohio University Press, 248pp, 9780821426293,
£28.99; https://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/9780821426203/orchards-of-

privilege/

Timothy Scarnecchia and Corrado Tornimbeni (eds) (2026), Democracy in Sub-
Saharan Africa, 2000-2025: A Political Historical Reassessment. James Currey, 256pp,
9781847014290, £85.

Princess A. Sibanda and Gibson Ncube (2026), Southern African Queer and Trans
Narratives in Digital Landscapes. Bloomsbury Academic, 240pp, 9781666961508,
£28.99.

Max Siollen (2025), The Forgotten Era: Nigeria Before British Rule. Pluto Press, 336pp,
9780745350080, £25.
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Roger Southall (2026), Smuts and Mandela: The Men Who Made South Africa. James
Currey, 424pp, 9781847014702, £89.

Babayo Sule and Usman Sambo (2025), Election Administration and Reforms in
Nigeria’s Fourth Republic. Bloomsbury Academic, 224pp, 9781666974539, £28.99.

Charlotte Touati (2025), Eritrea’s Gold Rush: Western Mining Companies, Regional Wars,
and Human Rights Abuses in Africa. Bloomsbury Publishing, 256pp, 9781350513563,
£21.99.

Emeka Umejei (2026), China in African Media Between Influence Operations and
Decolonization. Bloomsbury Academic, 192pp, 9781350555587, £28.99.

Nina Wilén (2025), Securitizing the Sahel: Analyzing External Interventions and their
Consequences. Taylor & Francis, 288pp, 9780198980674, £29.

Crossing Species Boundaries: African Studies and Animal Studies in
Conversation. Animal Studies is coming into its own. A recently founded journal
Animal History now offers a publication venue for work that documents the impact
animals have had on global histories, cultures, languages, technologies, and
environments, as well as the effects that humans have had on animals and their
pasts, cultures, and lives. As demonstrated by the wide interest in Bénédicte
Boisseron’s Afro-Dog (2018) and Sandra Swart’s corpus, most recently The Lion’s
Historian (2024), Africa and the diaspora are well represented in the field of Animal
Studies. These and other works establish Africa as the locus of vibrant and
essential work on the more-than-human world.

Yet, in African Studies, animals remain a minor note. When animals have
appeared, it is often as subjects of conservation and not as historical actors. In
African Studies, the species boundary between humans and others remains strong.
The potential for cross-fertilization is great. What does Animal Studies bring to
African Studies, and how does studying human-animal relationships from the
vantage point of African contexts deepen our understandings about the making of
knowledge, built worlds and ecosystems, and political-economic life? Can the
study of animals challenge assumptions in African Studies?

For a special issue on the intersection of Animal Studies and African Studies, we
seek contributors who centre animals — broadly defined as insects, molluscs,
crustaceans, birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish, and mammals — as actors and an
essential part of Africa’s past and present. The editors nvite submissions that
consider the socio-cultural, material, and political processes on all aspects of
human-animal relationships including the ways animals have shaped (and been
shaped) by mobilities and migration; knowledge production; early, colonial, and
postcolonial governance; built environments, ecologies and the natural world;
nationalism, political imaginaries and historical consciousness in specific contexts.
Papers should also demonstrate what the study of animals brings to the study of
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Africa, methodologically and theoretically. Essays should depict animals as
consequential actors in interactions with humans and others. We look for narrative
approaches that deploy interdisciplinary methods and innovative theory. We
especially invite analyses of non-mammalian species. By placing African Studies
and Animal Studies in direct conversation, this collection of essays aims to reflect
on the distinctive role of animals in shaping African pasts and present, and foster
interdisciplinary exchange on the dynamic ways in which humans and animals
make and remake one another.

To express your interest in the special issue, please submit a title and abstract of
100 words and a brief bio (250 words) using this form. The deadline for submission
is 1st May 2026. Applicants will be notified of the outcome by 1st June 2026. Full
article drafts will be due on 1st May 2027. If you have questions, please contact the
co-editors Nancy Jacobs: nancy jacobs@brown.edu and Admire Mseba:
mseba@usc.edu and Tasha Rijke-Epstein: tasha.rijke-epstein@vanderbilt.edu

‘Lesotho at 60’, Special Issue of South African Historical Journal.

This is a call for papers for a special issue of the South African Historical
Journal (SAHJ) focused on the history of Lesotho on its 60th anniversary of
independence (2026). The editors call for papers examining new aspects of
Lesotho's history, re-examinations of old themes in Lesotho's history, and papers
situating the country and its history in regional history and historiography.
Abstracts by 30th June 2026 to the guest editors: Dr John Aerni-Flessner:
AerniFL1@msu.edu and Dr Nthabiseng Mokoena-Mokhali:
nthabisengmokoena082@gmail.com  and Kevin Qhubu: 28799747@sun.ac.za
Decisions on abstracts by August/September 2026, with full manuscripts due to go
out for peer review by 30th November 2026.

New Digital Archive on Lagos History

We are pleased to announce the launch of Our Lagos History, a digital archive
dedicated to preserving and sharing historical records on Lagos. The archive can
be assessed at www.ourlagoshistory.ore The collection includes letters,

newspapers, photographs, and personal writings sourced from private archives.
Some materials are presented in their original format, while others are incomplete
due to their fragile condition. Our Lagos History makes Lagos history accessible to
researchers, educators, and the wider public. We invite you to explore the stories,
people, and ideas that have shaped the city. Questions about the collection can be
directed to the coordinators, Halimat Somotan and Mufutau Oluwasegun Jimoh:
ourlagoshistory@gmail.com
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Play: The Last Black Messiah

Emeka Agada is an actor/writer based in London. His debut play, The Last Black
Messiah, an upcoming theatre production that will play at the Jack Studio Theatre
in London from 28th April-16th May 2026. Directed by award-nominated theatre-
maker Nathaniel Brimmer-Beller, this tense two-hander set in 1991, follows Dr
Oko, an ex-professor and revolutionary leader on death row and his former
student who comes to record what may be his final words. This production is a
gripping exploration of revolution, justice, and
ideology: https://brockleyjack.co.uk/jackstudio-entry/the-last-black-messiah/

Obituary

Paulo Fernando de Moraes Farias 1935-2026

Paulo Fernando de Moraes Farias was born in Salvador, Bahia, in 1935. The eldest
of four children, he seemed set to follow in his father’s footsteps and become a
medical doctor. However, during his time as a student at the School of Medicine
at the Federal University of Bahia, Paulo encountered research on Afro-Brazilian
culture and history, which inspired him to pursue a different path.

By the time the Bandung Conference was held in 1955, Paulo was about twenty
years old, and his political views were firmly to the left. In 1959, he travelled to
Europe under the auspices of the International Union of Students to attend a USSR-
sponsored international student congress in Vienna, followed by a trip to Moscow,
adding visits by boat and train to France, England, Poland, Czechoslovakia, East
and West Germany, Italy, Spain, and Portugal. Like other left-leaning intellectuals
and politicians, he was excited by the prospect of decolonisation in Africa and the
potential for new cultural, economic and political exchanges between Brazil and
independent African nations. He believed that an understanding of Africa’s
history was essential to challenging the racism that had underpinned slavery and
colonialism and continued to damage the futures of African people on the
continent and in the diaspora.

Paulo’s career path was reset by an invitation to join the Centre of Oriental and
African Studies (CEAO). Established at the Federal University of Bahia in 1959
largely through the initiative of Professor Agostinho da Silva (a fierce critic of the
Salazar regime in Portugal) CEAO had developed a relationship with the
University of Ghana. Paulo was offered a place on the MA African Studies at the
University of Ghana but postponed taking it up because he wanted to participate
in the rising anti-government activism in Brazil. After the imposition of the new
military dictatorship in 1964, Paulo was the only CEAO researcher who faced an
investigation by the state government of Bahia, and his invitation to Ghana had to
be quickly reactivated so that he could leave the country. [1]
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Under the leadership of Kwame Nkrumah, the Ghanaian government provided
hospitality and support for anticolonial activists. While studying at the University
of Ghana, Paulo met members of the Angolan and Mozambican liberation
movements, as well as Che Guevara. He revelled in the diversity of the students
and academics who came from all over Africa and the rest of the world, and in the
new intellectual, political, and cultural communities being formed on campus.
Having arrived in Ghana as a dissident, however, Paulo did not fail to notice the
increasingly authoritarian tendencies of the Nkrumah government. Following the
coup in February 1966, he moved on. He was invited to take up a position as
researcher at the Institut Fondamental d’Afrique Noire (IFAN) at the University of
Dakar, where he stayed for a year before moving to Nigeria to work at Ahmadu
Bello University in Zaria for two years (1967-69). While the civil war raged in
south-eastern Nigeria, Paulo pursued his research into Islam, an interest initially
encouraged by Thomas Hodgkin and Ivor Wilks in Ghana, and subsequently
supported by John Hunwick, Abdullahi Smith, Murray Last, and Yusuf Bala
Usman in Nigeria.

The years that Paulo spent in West Africa in the late 1960s exposed him to the
richness of manuscripts, chronicles, oral traditions, and epigraphy as sources for
the study of African history. They also enabled him to meet leading scholars in his
field. This laid the foundations for his long and distinguished academic journey,
primarily unfolding at the Centre of West African Studies at the University of
Birmingham, which Paulo joined in 1969. Here, he introduced students to the
broader field of African history, with a particular focus on the history of the West
African Sahel and Islam. He also supervised Masters and PhD students from all
over the world and pioneered genuinely paradigm-shifting multilingual and
cross-disciplinary research.

Paulo’s seminal work, Medieval Arabic Inscriptions from the Republic of Mali, was
award the Paul Hair prize by the African Studies Association (USA) in 2005. It had
a profound impact on the specialist field of West African medieval history, as well
as on important areas of general historical research.[2] These include epigraphic
analysis, the exegesis of Arabic sources, and intertextual methods that integrate
orally transmitted knowledge with written sources as historical evidence. A key
teaching of Paulo, which can be considered foundational to a hermeneutical turn
in African history, was to contextualise each type of source within the
circumstances of its production. He analysed sources not as “‘windows on the past’,
but as texts providing insights into the worldviews and strategies of their authors.
Thus, in Medieval Arabic Inscriptions, the Ta'rikh al-Studan does not appear as a
disembodied source of raw information, but rather as a partisan text developed by
its author, as-Sa’di. Through his interpretation of Timbuktu's history, as-Sa’d1
reveals a specific political agenda that he shared with others who held similar
views.
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Paulo studied the Ta’rikh al-Stidan alongside oral traditions and epigraphies,
taking into account their respective genres and the information they provided
about topics such as the reckoning of time and the everyday importance of
ancestry. He also considered the meanings attached to the landscapes in which the
gravestones bearing the epigraphs were located.[3] He encouraged historians to
consider the connections between topography and people’s imagined worlds.[4]
Intertextual exegesis enabled him to dispel certain long-held interpretations as
myths fuelled by the truth effects of literary conventions.[5]

Paulo developed his work on literary genre, performance, and discourse mostly in
collaboration with his wife, Karin Barber, a renowned scholar of Yoruba popular
culture. Together, they co-edited volumes that developed a powerful
interdisciplinary methodological agenda.[6] They encouraged researchers to apply
methods derived from literary criticism to their sources and to reject culturalist
approaches that compartmentalise authors within cultural silos. They argued that
individuals have the capacity to synthesise different cultural elements and develop
original ideological models that draw on a variety of political and cultural
influences and idioms. By showing that African history is not ‘African” in an
essentialist sense, this methodology has relevance well beyond African history. It
highlights that African history is the result of constant original interactions of
African subjects with the world. Sources are undoubtedly the products of their
authors’ strategies. However, these strategies combine multiple local, regional,
and global discursive influences: ‘Central cultural features were built out of
borrowings from other cultures, modified to suit new purposes.’[7] Thus, as Karin
and Paulo demonstrate in their scholarship, ‘African history is a history of the
world, and a history of the world is African history.’[8]

Paulo’s work is notable for his refusal to treat past authors and performers with
the patronising ‘condescension of posterity’. He regarded chroniclers and oral
performers as fellow historians and ‘colleagues’.[9] While this analytical position
has far-reaching ethical implications, Paulo primarily justified it in scientific terms,
demonstrating the loss that occurs when the normative perspectives of past
authors are not considered. We owe Paulo what is still one of the most
comprehensive analyses of the Almoravid movement.[10] His seminal article,
published in 1967, sheds light on the movement’s evolving motivations and
objectives.

In recent years, Paulo had started working on African Muslims who, unlike the
Almoravids, did not practice jihad. He aimed to portray both jihadist and non-
jihadist historical figures as thinkers, rather than as fanatical, poorly educated
proponents of ‘jihad of the sword” motivated by greed (the Almoravids), or as
Muslims who were supposedly ignorant of basic tenets of Islam and willing to
accommodate ‘pagan’ potentates at any cost (those belonging to the Suwarian
tradition). He aimed to prove, instead, that there was much original intellectual
activity involved in both cases.[11] Paulo’s own political engagement meant that
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he was aware that individuals and groups legitimise their political actions by
mobilising cultural discourses that precede them and in which they are personally
invested. To comprehend political action is to decipher the ideas and acknowledge
the cultural toolset available to people, in medieval Africa as in the world today.

Paulo received many honours in the UK and internationally. In 2017, he was
elected a Fellow of the British Academy and received the Distinguished Africanist
Award from the African Studies Association of the UK. In his home country, he
was made a Fellow of the Academia de Letras da Bahia. Following the restoration
of democracy in Brazil and Lula’s first government, which made the study of
African history compulsory, Brazilian students of African history engaged
increasingly with his work. Portuguese translations of his major contributions,
published by the Federal University of Bahia, were imminent when he passed
away. And yet, Paulo wore his greatness lightly. He was gentle and refined. He
listened more than he talked. He observed his fellow humans with a wry twinkle
in his eye. He could see others” weaknesses and flaws, but he considered them with
wisdom and kindness. He enjoyed a good cigar and a large rum with coke (full
sugar).

Paulo passed away at his home in Birmingham at the age of 90. Until the end, he
enjoyed the constant loving and intellectual company of his wife Karin, with
whom he shared many interests beyond their joint scholarly work. He will be
fondly remembered by family, friends, former students, colleagues, and others as
a generous, full-hearted person, calm in his own way after the struggles of his
youth: a person who knew well the things that matter in history, and in life.
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Note to Contributors

Send items for inclusion in the July 2026 Newsletter by 28th June 2026 to the editor, Dr Simon Heap:
effaheap@aol.com

Any opinions expressed are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the ASAUK.
Check the website: www.asauk.net

ASAUK Newsletter No. 123 15



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkPLWRt22bE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkPLWRt22bE

	Volume 32 Number 123 May  2026
	Conferences Future. . .
	Theses Recently Accepted at UK Universities
	Recent Publications
	News
	Obituary
	Note to Contributors


