NEWSLETTER

Molpme 5 Nuwler 19 April 200

The Srate of African Stdies, 2000
Mema for Riclord Lavers (FCOQ) from Jelin Lonsdale (ASAUK), 257100

NOTE: In Jamery Richard Levers, head of the FOO Rexearch Depaetment, comtacted
Tl Lomsiile, ox President of ASAUK, b reloiion ro the FCO's concern of e declining
knenvledge of Afrfca amenrg the Beitish newspoper-reading public. The following semo
way prreepared by Jofn Lonsdile for presentation to the FCO. ML consulied colleagues
widely i prepuaring this semo, But le alone @5 cespousible for its opinions and focis. b
doey wet cont aeyone, feast af all the FCO, o any plan of action. {7 is hoped that the
mene iself con serve ay a backgronnd decnment for general discussion ot the ASALUK
Biennial meeting in September. The memo suggests there are thvee areas of concer,
autlines pussible remedies tnor all of thear costly) amd makes other general remurks.

A The Afvican Studies Problem

It is generally agreed that there are deep problems to do with the structures of
academie provision, individual epportunily, carcer strocture and replacement,

I Acedeniic provision: what we can b lorger do

a)  High oversess students fees are a widespread concern, We can no longer teach
Africans {scedbed of future friendship) to the extent we once did.  Afrieans can least
of all offord the Tees; orguably they are most in need of aecess ta British universities.
The Centre of West Alrican Stadics reckons the raised fee hos elfectively killed off
their once-flovcishing import of West African MA and PRD studenis, SOAS, for the
same reason, has been uneble w implemen its postgraduate course for African
languuge-policymuking; and feels particalarly keenly the loss of its former role in
siving doctoral-level waining to African university lecurers in post: their hinne
universities cun no longer afford thie yet it is scarcely a luxury, Edinburgh would not
have 5 single African on their MA in African studies were it net for an annual half-
scholurship from DFID,  Statistics of (bis year's post-graduate awards by the
Cambridge Commuonwenlth Trust suggests that Africans are well-equipped o enter
UK courses (in all disciplines). O 420 Commenwealth students admitted with CCT
awards in 1999, no less thin 85 were from Africn (23 South Africa, t4 Zimbabwe, 10
Ghana, 9 Kenya, 7 Nigeria cic)h, a5 ngainst [0 from Canada and Australasia, 95 from
the Indian subcontinent and Sri Lanka, 86 from Singoapore and Malaysia, Oxford,
also with sources of external funding, similarly Teels that i1 is not difficull 1o attract
Adricon postgradumes.  Lack of taleat is clearly not o problem where the money is

found. There is i steong cose Tor ‘affirmative geton’ jn Gvowr of Afncans here
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b} Libraries have suffered large cuts in ability 1o buy Afvicana, Librarians can no longer
2o on book-buying trips to Africa as some once did; there is a growing dialogue of the
deal, therefore, between British ond Alrican scholars with segregated hiblicgruphies.
The crucisl eplemers und duily newspapers of 1o-duy ure being lost to us (uand with
them the hisiory of 1oday by future histerians). In one porticulur economising
exercise the subseription 1o Afiican Economic Mistory was axed, the Journal af
Medieval Yorkshiire History was kept (in o University distant from Yorkshire). The
BM Newspaper Library ar Colindale is thought 1o be acquiring less from Africa than
CEAN Bordeaus,

e} Africanise g alling is in decline in older universities with the longest traditions of
Alfrican studies in established disciplines. Edinburgh had 4 posts for Africanists in
the 1960s; now it has one half, Edinburgh is not alone. York has lost its once-
signilicunt Centre of Afiican studies; other centres are known (o be under threat {und
with the loss of centres one loses morale and ability 10 communicale),

d) The loss of lupruage-tenching capacity ol SOAS is especiully serious: they cun no
langer teuch such major languages us Shona, Bemba, Fulani and Mende, for instunes
Gall 1o the detriment of communication with major Commonwenlth countries),
Moreover, 1o sttt the student numbers i et funding, even the few remaining
S0AS anguage-courses are adding "culiure’ ut the expense of lunguopge. Thers pe
deleterions consequences Tor (oral} pre-colonial history and post-colonial,
cantemporary, studies, One con't begin o wnderstand human rights and other
conlemparary issues withioul o deep language-mruned appreciution of local eullure.

¢ Besearch funding is naticeably on the decline,  Africon research is more eRpensive
and riskier than research in UK and Eurvpe.  Several eolleagues huve cited their
recent inability 1o visit Alvica in conseuoce,

2 The stracnire of weodemic PP

The number of leciuring posts is only part o Ll preblem, While older departments luve
fewer Africanist posts than belore and centres [y closed ar are under threat = thanks in
part bo ik Joss of the Hayter and Parry ring-feneed funding of former days = there are
probably mare Alricu-related posts than befare iy the aggregate, thanks to appointments
in the farmer Polytechnics, which also best meet the inner-city Black British deinand.

However:

i) RAE slresses disciplinariny rather thun req specialisution - and rea studies, not Jeast
in Africa with less than 2% of world trade, does not attract external funding. Saiiis
difficult to build up the specialised courses/MAS ete from external funds that might
strengthen student demand in the *hard” disciplines that include African material;

b} disciplinary status is in iny case attached to work in core rater thag peripheral arens,
publication in core journals rather than area studies ones, This bias is built into the
ESRC’s hierarchy of preferred theoretical und topical fields for its postgraduate
studenships: the Council seems not 1o accept that what happens outside Eurape can
alfeel Europe;

¢} There is 0 worry that the pursuit of student numbers under current funding regimes
may result in the ereation of rather ‘sofl” culiural andfor dinspora study courses.

3 Cureer structires

This, with the lock of langusge tnining, seems 10 b where the deepest problem lies,
Postgraduste research grants are for three years only, without therefore a ‘language

year'. Departments are also under Tunding-budy pressure 1o get doctoral candidates

through the production line in three years enly: this is virually impossible where (he



research involves Lnguape acquisition ond extended Tieldwork o archival research in
umsatisfuctory fucilities in Afvice. (There are procedures for ohigining exceptions 1o this
time-pressure but they involve more hassle). Thereafler, first teaching appointments can
no longer be in Africa as thity yeaes ago they commonly were, with the opportunity for
further local immersion. In consequence, in the most demanding British centre of
Africanist scholarship, most SOAS lecturers under 35 are non-British,  Somehow the
possibility_of lone-term immersion in Africa must be re-created (for which ideas are
foated below).

Perhaps the biggest problem is of the bottom of the career ladder: gewting funding for
British graduate students (and their Janguage teaining); so that some Africanist careers do
nol even slue,

All s has implications for the eplacement of the current (ageing) genermtion of
Africonists. Speaking personally: I have supervised 26 successful African-history PhDs
in 30 years, Of these U are British: of these 4 teach in UK instilations of higher
education; of these only | was supervised more recently than 1984, On the other hand §
of my former students teach in South African universitics alone. Most of my colleagues
could tell & similar story,

B Suggested Remedies

fnelude existing rends fn the logic af Africanis enquiey, and the fostering of pemine
exclianges — b ensure that Africe does ot become a mere “poverty problent’, withont
interlocuteurs valubles (sigmificantdy withour an English equivalent) among irs élites,

& Disciplinary trends

In general

(i) it is agreed the onus lies on Africanist acodemics who need 1o persuade more non-
Africanists thol we have interesting things 1o say to them, worth more of their
funding support, and

(i} without the broad culturalfhistoricalfsocial analysis that universities cught to be able
to provide then policy-directed, short-termist research will get nowhere, leaving the
PO with nothimg bt (Fanliy) short-te rmoadvice,

Some trends thiat iy be ol special interest;

a) ZAdrican Studies’ and ‘Dhasporn studies” in undergraduate and taught MA courses are
thought to be especially valuable in attracting the Black British constituency, whose
talents are o under-represented resource. Care will have 1o be taken 1o ensure such
courses are “hard’ rather thon *sofl’,

by Religions stwdies (Christianity & Islam) atrract external funding and 1hus combine
both the emerging logic of our enquiries, richness of evidence and (with some
ciaution) relevince o UK policy concerns,

e} Similarly, bio-diversity, eeofosy_and local knowledses are of growing academic
interest — all ol which need o loval language to be pursued in real depth, and are of
clear ‘long term' fmerest for the futuee stability of Alrice,

d} UK Alricanist political seience seems weak (by comparisen with USA and France),
especially on multi-party democricy, not so much on how 1o get there as how o make
it work on arrival. Political science might panicularly beneflit from the institetes
suggesied under 6 below, And there are olready bright spots: 1o understand the couses
of Alvica’s present disorders nesds o political vpderstonding of Alici’s extraversion,
guistsi-stntehood and neiia-copitilisn = which u conventional international relations
upproseh cannat futhom bt which cenain Africanists are pioneering nonetheless,
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3 Exclumpes

The funding of Wwo-way sabbaticnl excly nges is urgently peeded. so that African

academics can get into aup libearies whils ¥oung Britons can get o real (aste of Afriea, in

recreation of the cilly immersions of e eureent (ond ouigoing) pencrtion, Burt 1his
would do litle pood unjpss the incentives for e African brain drajn 10 USA Wers
reduced: clearly there js o easy solulion,

Without sucli exchus g5

a) it will be inereasingly hord 1o work on terms of gyuality with locul African acilemics,
either 1o tencl their junior members or (espectally) ta learn from their seniors;

b} UK interest in Africa will beeame incrensingly single-strumiled: poverty and conflict
alleviation without o discursive equality with Africans and therefore fairly futile in
[oreign policy teyms.

€l there is o special disciplinacy problen in the lack of UK-Aftican exchange in African
archacolozy at a time when Alricans ape increasingly awire of the need for *heritge
Protection”: an inftiaive being lost to USA and the continent, There is naothing
elsewhere comparable 10 the British Institute in Eystern Alrica which could in iis
increasingly multidisciplinary form be 5 model (provided it js properly funded) for:-

& Africa-based multidisciplingmy research inxtiteies

These seem 1o be casential, if costly, 1o act as nursemaids for UK-African scholarly
exchange and co-operation, 1o fund past-doctoral work for UK scholars 1o work in Africy
and so on, 1o build African fesearch copacily generally. The French appreciaie the need
(with IFRA and ORSTOM). In Iy own experience it is easjer for young Kenyans 1o get
funded rescarch attachiments in France than in UK. There scope for Anglo-French ca-
operalion here, nirsed by the Brirish Council, in association with the British Academy,
Three would be desirable, the existing one (redefined and re-funded} in Nairobi, gpe in
West Africa, the other in southern Africn,

7 Ethical worries
Academics don't wan 10 be asked 1o identily the stae's encmips: Islam, fake asylum-
seekers, HIV- or ather discase-carricrs, eriminal culoures,

& Genergl

() the state getg (e knowledge it pays for, This is especially WOITYing in the case of
the Home offjce’s cauntry assessors for asylum-soekeps: their knowledpe is rag
olien abysial,

{ii)  The FCO js congratulated an the suceess af Chevcning schnlumhips in Khartowm,
but is asked to extend their remnil (o pel Alticans hore

(iii) 154 |uck o ardination ; i owledge. Aid-NGOs afien know
much more ahaui canlemporary Africa than Universigjes do. But to universalise
their knowledge requires a siructure we dog't have and would find diffjcul to
arganise withoyt institutiona funding. A cise perhaps for FCOVDFIDBritish
Academy co-operation,

Obitwary: folu Wiseman
John Wiseman, Senior Lecturer in Alrican Polilics al the University of Newcastle-upon.

Tyne, died of cancer on 5 March 2000, a1 1he tragically early age of $4. Tohn was always
proud 1o have been g product of the Department of Government it Manchester, where he
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took both his undergraduste degree and his Ph.D., with Bill Tordaff and Dennic Austin
between 1968 and 1974, completing his Ph.D. under Bill's supervision on "The
Organisation of Political Conflict in Botswana’”. He then taught for three years ol
Atumadu Bello University, before taking up what proved 1o be his lifetime post o
Newcastle in [977.

Seeptical of theory, and moved by a deep love of Africa, John always saw African
pelitics us deriving from the needs, nspirations ond struggles of individual Africans,
rather than from grund global nareatives. This was an approach thai encouroged 1he
emputhetic and fieldwork-based siuly of individual African states, first in Botswana, but
ulso in his second Alvican home, The Gumbin, while at the time of his death he was
working on Malawi. It also led to an interest in leadership, expressed in his Political
Leaders in Black Africa (19910, and to an abiding conviction tha Africans were every bit
is capable as anyone else in the world, given balf o chance, of munaging effective multi-
party democricies. This conviction was expressed in his two major boaks, Democracy in
flack Africa: Survival and Revival (1990}, and The New Struggle for Demacracy in
Africa (1996), as well a5 an edited volume, Demacracy and Political Change in Sub-
Salaran Africa (1995). Fitingly, the last publication before his demh was "The
Continuing Case for Dema-Optimisim in Africa’, Desiocratizarion {1999y,

A lifelong enthusiast, John made an enormous contribution 1o the study of Africa, as
teacher, colleague and friend. His final-year undergraduate course on African politics at
Mewcastle regularly attracted more than seventy students a year, He was an active
member of ASAUK, especially in arganising conference panels and serving on ils
Executive Commitee, and was Book Review Editar first of The Sovrnal of
Commanwealth and Comparative Politics, snd from 1997 of The Journal ef Modern
African Politics, He will be deeply missed, both amoengst the Africanist community in
the United Kingdom, and in those parts of the continent that he knew and loved,

A memorial fund has been established, and will be donated to projects in those parts
of Africa with which John was most closely associaled, Chegues should be made payable
lo the *University of Mewcastle', and sent 1o Mrs Joan Davison, Department of Politics,
University of Newcastle, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE1 TRU. (Christopher Claghani)

[(Mee: Following Jofw's death, Christopher Clapham shall for the moment be rakitg
aver vespoasibility for baok reviews in JMAS, awd weuld be grateful if any books,
correspondence and reviews conld be senr o him ar; Departwent of Politics, Universiny
of Lancoster, LA] 4YL {email: Sas @ fencaster.ac.nl ],

Aundrey Richards Prize 2000

This ASAUK Prize is awarded biennially to the best doctaral thesis in African studics
in the human sciences {Le., anthropology, ans, economics, hisiory, law, lerature,
politics, sociology, sociul history of medicine etc) which has been successfully
examined in a UK institwtion of higher educition in the two caleadar yeors preceding
each ASAUK biennial confercuce. Eligibility for the 2000 prize is limited 1o those
whose dissertations have been approved in the period 1st Tanuary 1998 10 31s1
December 1999, Nominations must be made by supervisors (and through supervisors
if by examiners), with the permission of the condidate. Each sipervisor may
nominate ONE candidute only, The letter of nomination must be accoimpanied by a
copy of the thesis and, where possible, copies of the examiners’ reports, Nominations
st be received by Lindsay Allen, Han, Secretary of the ASAUE, School of
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Oviental und Afiican Swadies, Thombaugh Street, Russell Syuare, London W1
QXG, by 30 June 2000, No ke cotries will be sceepled.

The suecessul thesis will be that which, in the commitice's judgement, makes the
grestest contribution 1o the understanding of Africa in the human sciences. After
intellectval distinction, eriginality and contribution 1o the feld, an essential criterion
is imelligibility to scholacs in disciplines other than that for which it was submitted.

The prize will consist of books of a value o be determined, 1o be selected from
the lists of publishers who have kindly agreed to contribute, and an invitation to
participate free of charge at the next biennial conference. A formal award of the prize
will where possible be mude ot the conference,

Meetings, Leciures & Evenis

22.May: The next meeling of the council of ASAUK will be held on this dare at 4pm
at B0AS,

=23 May: The research seminar of the African Studies Centre ot the University of
Cambridge will be meeting on the first four Mondays of May ot Spm, Committee Room,
Faculy of 3ocial & Political Sciences New Museums Site, Free School Lane, Combridge.
All are welcome,

Cauiferences Future...

Cemference lixtings muay cppear peice: ene shiort and e loig, the second sotice appearing i the nevirest
BE ) rP

auiatrtery number prior fo the conference dute.  Crgauizers are Dreired o Leep the Mewslemer upfa-dite

Wit quny claiges or additions fo earlier totives.

Uisimen KinGoom

28-30 April: The Review af African Political Economy holds its millennium conference
‘Africa: Copruring the Futwre” at the University of Leeds. This is a CORRECTION 1o the
nitice in Mewslemer No. 18, where the dite was incorrectly given as November, Contact:
University of Leeds Centre for Africon Studies, Rm. | 113, Institute for Politics &
Internationsl Studies, University of Leeds 152 9T; email: Alricun-Studies® lecds.ac.uk;
or lnipsfwww Jeeds e, ub/polis; or www roape org.

24:-25 May:  CAfrica’s indigenows peoples: “first peoples” ar “marginalized
minarities”?', Annual International Conference of the Centre of African Studies,
University of Edinburgh. Contact; Alan Barnard, Centre of African Studics, University
of Edinburgh, A.Barmard @ed.acuk.

dJune: Britnin Zimbabwe Society Rescarch Day, 'Rethinking Zimbebwean satfonalivm:
wrdan social history, labour & politics’, ot 5t Ameny's College, Oxford, 10am to 5.30pm.
Contact: David Maxwell, Dept of Histary, Keele University, Keele, Stalls §T5 58G; tel
+HA-{) LTE2-F HITSE; email: hinD0 @ keals neuk,

8:21 August: “Africa 2000°, University of Liverpool, will consider an, culiure, cinema,
miedia, architecture, music and topics related to politics, ecanomics wnd the cullurl
eeographics of African cultural production,  Visit httpaiwww liv se ukfabefarica 2000/
mainiml.
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20 Aug-] Sept: 5" Imernationsl Conference on Sudan Studies: *Suan: past, present &
Sutewre', University of Durhom. The conference will include a display of an by Sudanese
aitists vesident in the UK. Fees: £60, or £20 for daily utiendance; student rate £35 or £12
for daily attendunce. Contacl: Sudan Conference, Department of History, 43, North
Bailey, Durham DHI 3EX; tel: +44-(0}191-374-2437; fax: +44-(0) 191 -374-4754; email;
Justin Willis@durhun_ac.uk; conference website: www durbiam.ue.uk/History.

e CHANGE Project

The CHANGE Project is develaping o list of African social scientists engaged in resenrch
(including economists, demographers, human geagraphers, psychologists,
anthrapologists, sociologists, and all related disciplines). Social scientists wha provide
contict infermation will have the opportunity, if they wish, w be included in 1 web-based
directory of Alrican secial scientists, o mailing list for information on research
opporiunities and meetings, andfor in a database of consuliants that will be available 1o
funding and scademic institutions. To ohiain o registration form, please comaer the
CHANGE Project by email at chungeinfo@aed.org, by fux ot [-202-834-8454, or
download it after April 2nd 2000 from the CHANGE website at www.changeproject, org.

Theses Recently Accepted at UK Universities

Tlhe Mewshever eepeids on sigrendnms amd s wasfiel coeliabees wesngpdy s with derafls of pew theses,

Fergus Lyon, “Trust and power in farmer-trader relations: & study of small scale vegetuble
production and marketing systems in Ghana®, Ph.D Department of Geography, University
of Durlam, (2000),

Recent and Fortheoming Publications

Lisvings o vecemly paddishiend o furiwoming houks be ASADKARAS snmabers, Mebers are frviredd fo seruf
i eleranifs, rctinting nomber of pages, ISEN smbers, v st preblivetion dee fwhiere ki),

Richard Fardon & Graham Furniss (eds), Afvica's Broadeose Culrwres: Rudip in
Transition (Oxford: James Cumrey) 256pp. 15BN 0-85255-820.5, £40.00 (cloth); 0-
B5253-828-7, £14.95 (paper) LApril 20009

Christopher Fyfe {ed.), Anna 8aria Falconbridge, Norvarive of Twa Vayages to the River
Sierra Leone, with Alexander Falconbridge, An Account af the Slave Trade on the Coasr
af Africa (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press) 236pp. 1SBN 0-85323-643-7 £14.95
{paper) {Mareh 2000),

Duvid Killingray & S R Ashion {eds), British Documents on the End af Empire. The
West Inedies (London: The Staionery Office) civ + T50pp, ISBEM 0-11-290577-3, £160
(cloth) (1999),

David Killingray & Dovid Omissi {eds), Graradiamns af Eupire (Manchester; Manchester
University Press) (19959).



Appointinents, deadende Links end Exelianges

Centee of Afrivan Stodies, University of London: Professor Janice Warrds (Professor of
English, University of MWyoming) is curremly in the UK working on an unulysis of
southern Advican nwveatives of the land as those narrtives help 10 shape curent debates
throughout somihern Africa on lund reform and reallocation. Dr Paivia Hose (Culiural
Anthropology, University of Helsinki), will be at the Centre until February 2001, carrying
outresearch on the work of the Leipzig Mission in Kilimanjaro 1893- 1940,

Liversity of Cambridge:  Elizabeth Watson began in October o three vear nssistant
lectureship eld juintly i the Department of Geography and st Newnhom Callege,
Cambridge

Awaeds, Prizes and Felfawslipy

University of Durfean: The History Department is pleased to announce that it will be
offering up to five studentships for postgradiate research leading to the Ph.D degree,
Tenable rom Cctaber 2000, and fer a period of three yeors, eaeh siudentship will cover
the cost of wition fees to UK nutionals, and a maintenance allowance of approximately
£5,000 pa. EU and overseas students are also cligible, although the awards will not
cover the Tull cost of eversens fees, Contuct: Mrs Susan Duncan, History Depantment, 43
Marth Bailey, Durham, DHL 3EX, UK. e-niil: Posigraduate. History @ durham.oc.uk.

St Antony's Cellege, Oxford Universing, Ingeid Yogstrom is the Kirk-Greene Junior
Research Fellow in Tiopical Alvican Stodics.

Walfson College, Oxford Universioy: The University of Oxford is oflering the Godfrey
Ligrifrrdt Steecfentship in Afvicen Anthropology from Ocieber 2000, The Studentship will
be for D.Phil. research only.

Nute tn Contrilutors

The Mewslerter solivits shon reports (ol around 2-300 words) on recent conlerenees,
annauncemients of foihoming conferences, symposia amd workshops (giving lepic, dae,
i, and contuct sbdress, announcements of the awanding of granes, fellowships and
prizes. news of appoantisents and visiliog fellawships, publication announcements of
bouke by atenhers, and bricl nedeles oo notices an mtlers of importines 1o Alricnists in
the UK, Al iems for inclusion i the Newstemrer should e sen 1o Daglas H, Jahnson,
Editer, ASAUK Newslewer, Junes Correy Publishers, 73 Botley Road, Oxford OX2 0RS
(faxs (+4d) (NTEA5- 2460540, or comuil: 106155 3448 E compuserve com (please semd as
teal, mob s atliachmwenis)l.  Deediines ae 31 Deceader (for e Tamunary Newsletier),,
Beedlivies ane 36 December (for the Janwary Mewslewer), 25 Afared (Tor Aprill, 25 Jie
(for uly), and J0 Sepresiter (lor Getober).  Any epinions expressed ane tose of (e
conlrituiors and do ool necessarnily represent the ASAUK,

Fur all saters relating o mendbersbip of either the ASAUK or BAS vonlzer Lindsay
Adlun, RASASAUR, SUAS, Thornhaugh 81, Russell Sguare, London WCTH 0XG el
A0 T-220-0253,; Tus 4440000 7 1-436-3844; email: ras@aons.ae.uk)
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