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Leeds African Studies Unit under Threat of Closure

Word has just come to the Newsletter about the threatened closure of the Leeds
University African Studies Unit. Leeds University has had a long pssociation with
African studies and Africen students. numbcring Waole Soyinka and Eldred and
Marjorie Jones amaong its most distinguished alumni. The University is widely known
for its strengths in the study of Afrcan politics, African development, African lierare
and African theatre, The African Studies Unit, now thirty-four years old, has been a
centre of productive activity, publishing the Leeds African gmu'r‘es Bulletin and
organizing international conferences and multidisciplinary symposia, The threatenad
closure follows closely on the termination of the Centre {or South Alrican Studies at
York, and represcnts a further erosicn of support for the academic study of Africa just
at a time when African issues are receiving increased siention from the government, in
the press and among the public at large. The future of the Unit is now under review,
but the Newsfetter understands this review is part of a broader review of several
depariments, and that there is no panellist with any expertise on Africa, area studies or
inter-disciplinary projects. Ray Bush writes in the [orthcoming issue of the Bulletin:

As many of you alrcady know, the Unit has not received any University
funding Tor more than two years. Al the time of writing the University has
estublished a committee to jook into the future of the African Studies Unit bt
this ‘review® comes after two years of university temporising and three Unil
business plans. Inits 34th year, the ASU has dramatically raised the profile of
African Studies. The Unit has continued to convene regular interdisciplinary
seminars on Africen topics, o publish its Newsletter and this Bulletin, 1t hus
also initizted the wonderfully successful Annual African Studies Lecture series
with such distinguished speakers as Jack Mapanje, Femi Osofisan and Michael
Barratt Brown, There will not be a 4th Lecture in 1998, and it would seem
there will be no International Conference in September 1999,

Al na point for many years has the lime been more right for 4 proper detailed
debute whour the future of Africa. The World Bank and other international
financial agencies are optimistic thal uverage economic growth levels of 4% per
annum will assist the continent in its struggle to throw off the yoke of
international debt. And the G8 countrics, after an initiative from UK Chancellor
Gardon Brown are considering  guicker response to the needs of the most
heavily indebted—albeit still with linkages to political as well as eCONOMmie
conditionalities and nothing thit will be very effective until the year 2000,

Arguments about the intellectual merits of continuing a Unit on Africa,

which his these inlérests and many others besides as its focus. secm
incontrovertible, A hope that a Universily might extend a strong commutment 1o
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the Unit's range of activities, not least of which is to support more than 300
gludents from Alfrica, now szems slim. [ regret it is unlikely that you will
receive this Bulletin next year,

Leners of 5:{?1;:0['1 for the activities of the Unit can be addressed to Professor
Alan Wilson, Vice Chancellor, University of Leeds, Leeds LS2 2IT. We
would welcome a copy of anything that is scnt.

The Newslerrer urges all Africanists, especially those who have attended and
benefited from the Leeds conferences, lectures ond seminars to write in support of the
Unmil.

Meetings, Lectures and Events

18-26 July: ‘Riyvehun sticks’, the festival of percussion and drumming from seross the
globe will be taking place st the Royal Festival Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall and the
Purcell Room on the South Bank., Workshops, performances and masterclasses will he
given by some of the best musicians and percussionisis from sround the world
including Trilok Gurtw, Jack Delohnette, Evelyn Glennie, Phil Collins and Peter
Erskine, Furiher inlormation available online at www.sbe.org.uk

ASAUK Biennial Conference

A draft programme for the 14-16 September bienntal conference has been sent to all
ASAUK members. The conference will be held at SOAS and is open to members and
non-members, Pre-conference booking is duoe by 14 Augusl. A late confercnce
booking fee of £15.00 will be charged for hookings received after that. The All-in
Conference Fee (including accommedation & meals) is £115.00 for members and
paper-givers, £140.00 for non-members, and £120.00 for student ar unwaged non-
members. Separate rates are available for daily attendance. Contact Lindsay Allan,
ASAUK, SOAS, Thornhaugh St., Russell g, London WC1H 0XG (el: +34-(0171-
A23-6253; fax: +44-(0)17 1-436-3844; email: ms@seas.ac.uk).

The provisicnal progrnune liste the following panels.
14 September:

Session | “Drugs & Socien” (David Simoen, convenor), 'Longindinal studies in
African social science' (Bill Kensy & Debbie Potls. convenors), ‘Sierra
Leone/Liberia’ (Alfred Zack-Williams, convencr), ‘Fereign policy in the new
Sourhern Africa’ (Christopher Clapham, convenor}.

Session 2 ‘Asante modernities’ (Tom McCaskie, convenor), ‘Adapiing ro socin-
economic change in Seuthern Africa” (Angela Browne, convenor], ‘Ettno-regional
problens in Ethiopia' (Paul Baxter, convenor), ‘Democraifzation’ (Roy May,
ConveRor).

15 September;
Session 3 ‘Hidden livelthoods, self help: indigenows capitalism' (Tim Allen,
convenor}, ‘Africans in digspora’ (Shubl Ishemo, convencr), 'War and regional

secnrity in East Centrad Africa: Uganda as a regional power broker® (Mel McNully,
convenor), “Youtht cultires' (Paul Spencer, convenor).

Session 4 'Changing historiography of the trangfer of power in Afica’ (Richard
Rathbone, convenor), 'Parry and palitics in Kenyva' (David Throup, convenor).
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‘Culrural trangitions in Africa’ (Ao Quayson, convenor), Structural Adjustment
and debt relief--a discussion panel’ (Tim Allen, convenor).

Session 5 ‘The African. srate today’ (Tom Young, convenor), 'Crurrent fened
strupples in Southern Africa’ (Robin Palmer, convenor), Refigion and the media in
Nigeria' (Louis Brenner, convenor), ‘State securiry and fuman rights in Kenva®
{John Lonsdale, convenar).

Session 6 'Upanda and Ghana compared’ (Michzel Twaddle, convenor). ‘Murder
in colonial Africa’ (Colin Murray, convenot), ‘Making and keeping the peace in
Africa' (Nici Melson, convenor), 'Cenflict resalution in natural resource
management’ (Roger Blench, convenor).

16 September:

Session 7 “Politics of the environmental policy process in Africa” (Melissa Leach,
convenor), ‘Religion, post narionalism, past colonialism’ (Dick Werbner,
convenar), ‘Hiaman rights accountability: isiues of justice, canflict resolurion and
reconciliation” (Martin Hill, convenarl, ‘Public morality and conflict in Kenya'
(John Lonsdale, convenor).

Presidential Address (JD Y Pesl). AGM.

Conferences Fufure...

Conference fintngs muy appear mvige: oue short and oo long, the secord notice appearing b the
nearest grarterly number prior o the conference date. Grganizers are dnvired 1o keep te Newsleuer up-
te-dlte with any changes or sdditions 1o arlier nofices,

UnITED KINGDOM

10-12 September: *Coffee production and economic develapmeni, cl700-c1960", St
Antony's College, Oxfard. ‘Contact: William Q. Clarence-Smith (tel; +440)171-322-
6061 ; Fax +34{01171-323-6046 or +44(0)1865-434841; email: wel @SOAS.acuk).

i 2nd European Congress on Tropical Medicine, of the Federation of
European Societies for Tropical Medicine and [nternational Health, on ‘Tropical lealth
for the 215t Century: clone, cure and conirol’, Liverpool Schael of Tropical Medicine,
Contact: M Hommel, European Congress Office. Liverppol School of Tropical
Medicine, Pembroke Place, Liverpool L3 5QA (1el: +44-{0)151-708-9393; fax: +44-
{0)151-TOR-8733: ematl: eurocong @liv.ac.uk; website:
bettpadiwraw div.ae, ukflstmieurocong. buml)

26 Seplember: ‘De-industrialisation in sub-Saharan Africa: nrerle or crisis?, at the
Development and Project Planning Centre, University of Bradford will examine the
question whether the shrinking of industry in the last decade and a half constitutes de-
industrislisation, with the loss of accumulated industry experience in Africa, or 2
necessary reallocation of resources as inefficient activities contract and more efficient
ones expand. The keynote speaker will be Paul Collier. Conference fee is £30
{including lunch and all conference papers), or £10 for studenss {excluding lunch).
Contact: %zs]cy Knight (tel: +44-(0)1274-383872; fax: +44-(0)1274-38528(% email:
1.j.knight@bradford.ac.uk), Hossein Jalilian (tel: +44-01274-383261; email:
hijalilian@bradford ac.uk), or John Weiss tel: +44-(0)1274-385271), Development
and Project Planning Centre, University of Bradford, Bradford, West Yorkshire BDT
1DE.

13-14 Wovember: ‘Sudan: 100 years after Umdnrman: history, medernity and
identiry’, 1o be held at SOAS, organized by the Sudan Studies Society, UK and the
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Sudan Studies Centre (UK} Contfibutions are invited from all those interested in
Sudan's history, society, politics and current affairs. A century after the battle of
Umdurman Sudan still appears uncertain about its futwe, Apart from political
instability, civil war and economic problems there are still questions about the nation’s
identity, the country’s political system and its territorial integrity. Abstracts should be
sent by the end of Augusi to: MK Abdalla, Sudan Studies Centre, 27 Quernmore
Road, London N4 40T (el +44-(00171-244-T362; fax: 444-10)171-724-4006; email:
sse @karmagraphics.com), or Peter Woodward, Sudan Siudies Sacicty of the UK,
Dept of Politics, University of Reading, Reading (fax: +44-(0)1189-753833; email:
P.R.Wocdward @ reading.ac.uk).

INTERNATICNAL

30-31 July: The Zimbabwe International Book Fair (1-8 Aogust) will be preceded by a
two day seminar on “The condition of the child in contemporary Africa’, to be held
the Institute of Development Studies, University of Zimbabwe, Harare, Zimbabwe. for
further information comact: Dr. Alois 5. Mlambo, Department of Economic Hisiory,
University of Zimbabwe, MP 167, Mi. Pleasant, Harare, Zimbabwe, email:
root@ecohist.uz.zw; or Professar Mgwabi Bhebe, History Department, University of
Zimbabwe, MP 167, Mt. Pleasant, Harare, Zimbabwe; email; root@history.uz.zw

21-23 September 1998: Intcrnational seminar on ‘Globalization in the Southwest
Indian Ocean: Mauritins and Neighbouring Islands’, organized by Intemational Institule
for Asian Studies, Leiden, The Netherlands; Mauritian Mational Committee for the
Celebration of the 400th Anniversary of the Dutch Landing in Mauritius, University of
Mawritius. Supﬁurﬁed by the Netherlunds Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Conference
papers in English and French, Deadline for application, registration and submission of
papers, | July, All inquiries to Internationnl Institnte for Asian Studies (ITAS),
Srientific co-ordinator of the Seminar, Drs Sondra Evers, PO BOX 9315, 2300 RA
Leiden: tel/fax direct: 21 20 4705860; email: SEVERS@PSCW. UVANL,

10-11 October: ‘Slave elites in Africa and the Middle East’, organized by the Islamic
Area Studies Project of the University of Tokya, to consider issues relating to the study
of slave elites and Islam transregionslly. Contact: Toru Miura {email: miura-
1 & pis.bekkoame.or.jp), or John Edward Philips (email: philips@gol.com), lslamic
Area Studies Project, University of Tokyo, Bungakubu, Annex, 7-3-1 Hongo,
Bunkye-ku, 113-003, Japan (tel: +81-3-5684-3285; fax: +81-3-3684-3279}

21-23 Ogtober: International symposium.on "The development perspective of Africa
toward the 215t Century', in Beijing. Contect: Prof. Yang Guang, Instilute of West-
Asian & African Swdies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, PO Box 1120, Beijing
100007, China {tel; +86-10-6303-9163; fax: B6-10-6403-5718),

1-2.DRecember: The fourth annual Inteenational Herald Tribune ‘Southern Africa Trade
& Investment Summir' will me held in Cape Town on December 1-2, 1998, The
meeting will bring together the international investor community with government and
business leaders from the region for two days of discussion and networking at the Cape
Sun Intercontinental. The fee for the two day conference will be £850. Contact: Fiona
Cowan, International Herald Tribune, 63 Long Acre, London WC2E 9HI; fax: +44
(0171 836 4802,

999: Ar the suggestion of the European Commission the Lisbon Centro de Estudos
Africanos (CEA] proposes 1o organize in Mozambigue in 1999, 2 3-4 day colloquivm
on ‘The reconstrection of African rural compnmities', in collaboration with other
centres of the AEGIS network and, as & metier of course, with relevant African
institutions. Eduarda Costa Dias (Centro de Estudos Africano-ISCTE) has agreed to
develop this project and he would he pleased for you to contact him with any
suggestions. The suggestions made by the Eurcpean Commission specifically
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emphasize the problems related 1o the reconstruction of rurs] communities under the
conditiens after the civil war (e.g. Angola, Mozambique, Somalia, Sudan, Chad...).
However the scope of the issuss 1o be discussed will also include those situations
resuliing from ethnic conflices {e.g. the Great Lakes) and the conflicts between states
[e.g. the communities at the Maurilania-Senegal border). Contact Edvardo Costa Dins,
Centre de Estudos Africanos-ISCTE, Av das Foreas Armadas, 1600 Lishoa, Partugal;
tel; 351-1-790 30 67; fax: 351-1-795 53 61; emuil: costa.dias @iscre.pt.

M ‘Etre efranger ef migrant en Afrigue au XXeme Siecle: modes
d'insrerrion er enjewr identitares’, sponsored by the Laboratoire *Socieres en
Developpement dans I'Espace et Dans le Temps' (5.E.DLE.T), Universite de Paris,
T/Denis-Diderot, Case 7017, 2 Place Jussicn, 75251 Paris Cedex 05, Frunce, Papers
in French, English, Portuguess and lialian. Contact: Boilley Pierre (‘maitre de
conference’), tel: (33) 1 44 27 36 46; fax: (33) 1 44 27 79 E7; email:
sedet®eer jussiewfr (mention “Migrants et Etrangers').

Theses Recently Accepred af UK Universities

The Newsletter depends on supervizors and succesgil condidares fo supply us with dewafly of new
theses,

Fatma Denton, *Foreign Policy Making in The Gambia: Small Dependent States and
their Foreign Policy Cheices’, Centre for West African Studies, University of
Birmingham (April 1998),

Firinne N[ Chréachiin, ‘Sembene in Senegal 1963-77: Radical Art in Neocalonial
Society’, Centre for West African Swdies, University of Birmingham (May 1998)

Recent and Foarthcoming Puablicatfons

Listings of recently pablished or forthcoming books by ASAUKRAS members, Members are invired
ta send in details, inclieding number of pages, 15BN nwmbers, price and publication dale (where
Rrasin ).

Stanley B. Alpern, Amazons of Black Sparta: the Women Wariors af Dahomey
(London: C. Hurst & NY: New York University Press), 288pp. [SBN |-B5065-361-5
{cloth) £35.00; 1-35065-362-3 (paper) £14.94 (Summer 1998),

Christopher Cfa[:hmn (ed.), African Guerrilles { Oxford: James Cuorrey & Bloomington:
Indiana University Press), 224pp. ISBN 0-85235-816-3 (cloth) £40.00; 0-85255-815-
5 (paper) £14.95 (Seplember 1998),

Patricia Hayes, Jeremy Silvester, Marion Wallace & Wolfram Hartmann (eds), Namitia
wwrecler Sourht African Rule: Mobifity & Contatnment 1915-46 (Oxford: JTames Currey,
Athens OH; Ohio University Press, Cape Town; David Philip, Windhoek: Out of
Africa). 3B4pp. ISBN: 0-85255-T48-5 (cloth) £45.00; 0-85255-747-T (paper) £15.95
iMay 1908),

Suzette Heald, Contralling Anger: The Anthropelogy af Gisu Vielence, new paperback
edition (Oxford: James Currey, Athens OH: Ohio University Press, Kampala: Fountain
Publishers), 312pp. 1SBN (-B5255-246-7, £14.95 (July 1998),

David Simon (ed.), Sowh Africe in Southern Africa: Reconfiguring the Region
(Crxford: James Currey, Athens OH: Ohio University Press, Cape Town: David Philip),
272pp. 15BN 0-85255.412.5 (cloth) £40.00, 0-85253-411-7 (paper) £14.95
(September 1998),
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ID21: New Development Research Reporting Service

The UK Depariment for Intemational Development is backing an Internct-based system
which links development research and researchers directly to policymakers and
development practitionérs arcund the world through a new website, Hosted by the
Institute of Development Stodies, the initiative is known as TD21—or Informartion for
Development in the Z1st Century. Its key feature &5 a searchable online collection of
short, one-page (300-word) digests of the latest social and economic research studies
across 30 key topic fields. ID2! is now oaline and can be found at:
hupdteww.ids.acnkfid2] or hopdtwww.id2lorg, A separate email newslener called
ID2INEWS is also available. To subscribe to [DZINEWS send a blank email message
to: id2 lnews @ids.ac.uk. In the subject field include the words: subscribe id2 Inews
(NB: to unsubscribe, follow the same procedure but substituting theword ‘ensubscribe’
in place of “subscribe’.)

UNRISD On-line

The United Nations Research Instinute for Social Development has recently re-designed
ils Web site. The new site, UNRISD ON-LINE, hutp:dwwiw.unrisd. org, 15 intended to
be a source of current in-depth informution on a variety of tapics, including
environment, ethnic conflict, gender, clobalization, illicit drugs, information
technology, poverty, social policy, structural adjustment, and urban governance.

Hosting for Overseas Students

HOST (hosting for overseas students) is a charity backed by the British Council and the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office, which introduces international students at British
universities 1o the home life and local culture of Britain. [t armanges visits to family
homes for averseas undergraduate and mature students studying in Britain, It is in
urgent need of more volonteer hosts. Those wishing to know more about inviting a
student from Africa, or elsewhere, home for a weekend or for Christmas may contact
HOST: 3 New Burlington Mews, London WIR SLU (tel: 0171-494-2468; cmail:
host @btinternet.com).

Appointments, Academic Links amd Exchanges

Centre of African Swdies, SOAS: Parrick MacAllister, Department of Anthropology &
Saciology, University of the Western Cape, is the fifteenth Oppenheimer Fellow at the
Centre, beginning September. He will be rescarching idemity and memory in musical
performance in South Africa. The Centre is currently inviting applications from South
African academics, working in the social sciences and homanities of African Stdies,
for the Spring (January-April) 1999 and Autumn (September-December) 1999
Oppenheimer Fellowships. Contact the Centre of African Siudies, SOAS, Thombaugh
St., Russell Sg., London WCIH 0XG.

Institute of Development Stdies: Nangana Simwinji and Geerge Eiseb took up
Visiting Fellowships on 14 June and will be working with Siephen Deverzux on *Sacizl
safety nets in southern Africa’,

Bavrewth University, Germany: The following African Visiting Scholars will be based
at Bayreuth University for pan or all of the year 1993, Contacts may be made through
Professor Eckhard Breitinger (email: eckhard.breitinger@uni-bayreuth.de). Dr.
Charles A, Bodunde (University of lorin, Nigeria) African Literstore (July 98—June
99y; Prof. Dr. Koffi Anyinefa (Haverford College. USA) Romance Literature {Tan—
Dec 98); Prof. Dr. Justin Kalulu Bisanswa (Institute Superieur Pedagogique, Bukava,
Zaire) Romance Literature (Sept 97—Aug 98); Dr. Fidelis U. Okafor (University af
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Nigeria) Philosophy (Sept 97—Sept 98); Dr. Godfrey Tangwa {University of
Yaounde, Cameroon) Philosophy (July—Nov 98); Dr, Earmest Beyaraza (Makeérere
University, Uganda) Philosophy (July—Dec 98); Dr. I. Badima (Cameroun / Paris)
Francophone Literature (March—Sept 98); 1, Boursima Alpha Gado (Universite de
MNiamey, Niger) Sociology (March—Sept 98); Dr. Mary Esther Kropp-Dakubu
{University of Ghana, Legon) African Linguistics (May—JIuiy 08},

Awards, Prizes and Fellowships

Oxford University: Ann Hapur has been awarded the ORISHA studentship from
Michaclmas term 1998, She will be at St Cross College, doing research an long
distance Hausa trading networks in the Westem Sahara,

St Anteny’s College, Oxford University; Sara Rich (D.Phil student in politics) won the
Archibald Callaway Essay Prize in African Studies. Mike McGovern (M.Phil student
in social anthropelogy) was the runner up for the Callaway Prize and the winner of the
Ranger Essay Prize in Ethnic Studies,

St Antony's is inviting applications for irk-Gireene Iunio

wihip | ical Africa, working in the field of 20th Century History, Politics or
International Relations of Tropical Africa, to be tenuble for Hilary and Trinity Terms
1999, The Fellowship is primarily intended to allow the successful candidate 1o write
up hisfher thesis for publication. Applicants must have successfully completed 2
doctorate or should have done so before toking up the appointment. The basic stipend
of the Fellowship will be £7,500 plus research expenses and College benefits. Further
particulars may be obtained from the Bursar, St Antony's College, Oxford, OX2 61F,
to whom applications should be sent not later than 15 September 1998. The Collcge
exists 1o promote excellence in education and research, and is an equal opportunitics
employer.

Return and Reintegration of Qualified African Nationals: Ethiopia

The Internationul Organization for Migration (IOM) has been advised of a number of
vacancies presently availabe 1o Ethiopians considering retorn to their country. In

ion there ae a number of vacancies for lecturers in higher education
establishments autside the capital, in the Arbaminch Water Technology Institute, Bahir
Dear Polytechnic Institute, Mekelle University College, and the Dilla College of Teacher
Education and Health Science. In Commerce Coca Cola Lid has vacancies for Finance
Manager, Engineers, Human Resource Manager, Marketing Managers and Transport
Manager. All these posts are at a high level and would require both eduction and wark
experience, IOM would be happy (0 advise anvone who would like further information
about any of them. Ring or write to: International Orgenization for Migration, London
Office, 26 Westminster Palace Gardens, Anillery Row, London SWIP IRR (tel: +44-
(0)171-233-0001; fax: +34-(0)171-233-3001 1.
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MNote to Contributors

Tlee Newslemrer solicits shon repons (of arpund 2-300 words) on recent conferances,
announcements of forthcoming conlerences. symposia and workslops (giving opic,
date, venue, and conlavl address), wnnouncements of the owuarding of granis,
lellowships and prizes, news of appointments and visiting fellowships, peblication
lannouncements of books by members, and brief articles or notices on matlers of
importance 10 Africonists in the UK. All fiems for inclusion in the Mewslerer
should be sent to Douglas H. Johnson, Editor, ASAUK Newslemer, James Curmey
Publishers, 73 Botley Road, Oxford OX2 0BS (fax: (+44) (0)1865-246454), o7 e-
mail; 1061553441 @eompuservecom, Deadlines are 37 Decentber (Tor the JTnnuary
Wewsletter), 25 March (for April), 25 June (for Julv), and 30 Seprember (for
October). Any opinions expressed are those of the comributors and do not necessarily
represent the ASAUK,
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